Grade 7: Choosing to Persevere




            Lesson Seed: 02
Lesson Seed Prototype

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


Text(s): Various student selected informational texts located through research related to the life and times of Helen Keller and Anne Sullivan; information about Alabama’s state quarter found at http://www.usmint.gov/downloads/mint_programs/50sqInfo.pdf 
Focus Standards
RI.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.7.2. Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.

RI.7.3. Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events).
W.7.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on Grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities
· Provide students with a list of the 50 states. Have them work in pairs to brainstorm state symbols, people, or significant events recognized by each state on the backs of recent U.S. quarters. (If the teacher anticipates that students will have difficulty brainstorming this list, provide students with a list of answers from which to choose/match to each state. Information about each state’s quarter can be found at http://www.usmint.gov/mint_programs/50sq_program/?action=designs_50sq )

· Ask students to consider why each state chose this image to immortalize on the back of a U.S. coin. What qualities/characteristics of the image make it worthy of this recognition? Share and discuss students’ ideas. 

· Identify or show an example of Alabama’s state quarter with the image Helen Keller. Pre-assess students’ prior knowledge of the Helen Keller by asking them to brainstorm what they know about her life.  Make a class web showing the information that is already known.  If little is known, briefly explain the circumstances of Helen Keller and Anne Sullivan’s life. 

· Show the students the brief video about the life of Helen Keller found at http://video.answers.com/helen-keller-biography-119821650 . Have students discuss what they learn about Helen Keller from the video.  Add any new information to the class’ web.  
· Explain to the students that understanding some information about Helen Keller, Anne Sullivan and the time period in which they lived will help them to understand and visualize the action of the play, The Miracle Worker.  
· Divide students into research groups to locate information related to one of the following topics: Life in the 1880’s, Helen Keller, Anne Sullivan, Insane Asylums/Health care during the 1880’s. Have students use a note-taking method (outline, note cards, Cornell notes, etc.) of their choice to complete during their research.
· Model completing notes using a teacher selected text. Consider the needs of your class when selecting which text and note-taking method to model.
· Provide time for students to conduct short, focused research on their assigned topic. 
· Once research has been finished, regroup students to share information learned. Students should synthesize information learned to determine how the time period may have affected the relationship between Anne Sullivan and Helen Keller. 
· Engage students in a brief philosophical chairs discussion taking a position in response to the following question: Does Helen Keller deserve to be on the Alabama state quarter?
· Provide students with a copy of the text about Alabama’s state quarter found at http://www.usmint.gov/downloads/mint_programs/50sqInfo.pdf 
· Have students independently read the text and compose a timed essay in response to the question: Does Helen Keller deserve to be on the Alabama state quarter? Compose an essay taking a position in response to the question and justify your argument using ideas and details from research.  
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