Grade 7: Choosing to Persevere




            Lesson Seed: 01
Lesson Seed Prototype

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


Text(s):  Dramatized and prose versions of “A Christmas Carol” or the prose and dramatized version of any other short story.
Focus Standards
RL.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RL.7.3.  Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot).
RL.7.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range
W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities
· Pre-assess students’ prior knowledge of dramatic text by having students brainstorm and complete a “T” chart or Venn Diagram comparing prose text and script form. 

· Circle or highlights words or phrases that refer to a play’s structural features. (For example: cast of characters, stage directions, set directions, speaker’s names/tagline set off by colon, etc.)
· Work with students to complete and discuss the definitions of the structural features of plays.

· Engage students in a brief pre-reading discussion recalling what they know about Charles Dickens and/or the story of Ebenezer Scrooge.  List key plot details as a reference during reading.

· Divide the class in half. Assign each half the same short excerpt from either the prose or dramatic version of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. The text selected should serve to create a distinct mood and tone. 
· Have students reading the prose version work in pairs. Have students reading the dramatic version work in small groups according to the number of roles found in the text.

· As students read the prose or play, have them underline or highlight words that contribute to the mood and tone of the text.
· Pair or group students so that they are working with peers who have read a different version of the text from the one read by them. Have students compare text features, diction, and the stylistic choices made by each writer that contributed to the mood/tone as well as discuss their experiences with reading the text form assigned to them.
· Have several students share their ideas in response to one of the unit’s essential question: What are the defining features of dramatic text?
· Assess students’ ability to write in dramatic form to create mood and establish a tone by selecting a short poem (for example, “maggie and milly and molly and may” by e.e. cummings) and having students transform the text into a short play. Score students’ work using a teacher created rubric that focuses on students’ writing skills. 
· Suggested homework: Preassess students’ knowledge of monologue by having them compose a brief monologue from the perspective of one of the characters from the either A Christmas Carol or in the transformed text (poem to play) to share the character’s thoughts regarding a significant event and explaining its effect on him/her. 
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