

English Language Arts Unit Description

Grade 6: Unit Title

	Grade: 06
	Unit Title: Express Yourself
	Length: 5 weeks



	Unit Overview 

	This grade 6 unit titled “Express Yourself” guides students in an exploration of what factors influence how people communicate and how people express their ideas and feelings. Students will examine the many aspects of communication ranging from freedom of expression to finding evidence to answer the essential question: How do values influence the way we express ourselves?  
In the unit, students will not only explore different ways people communicate but also what limits people’s ability to express themselves. Students will begin the unit by analyzing the First Amendment to the Constitution and synthesizing the amendment’s meaning by rewriting it in their own words. Students will then compare connotations and denotations of the word “freedom” and relate these connotations to Langston’s Hughes’s poem, “Words Like Freedom” and the first amendment. Students will analyze poems written by Paul Laurence Dunbar in dialect and near-Standard English by translating text and participating in a close read to compare the effectiveness of the author using these methods to communicate his values and central messages. They will also identify and evaluate the author’s use figurative language and elements of poetry. The main text for the unit is The Cay, by Theodore Taylor. After reading, analyzing, and evaluating the book; students will read several articles to discover that The Cay was banned from schools and the author was stripped of one of the awards he received for the book. Students will write an argument defending their opinion as to whether or not the book, The Cay, should be banned from schools. 
Students will write routinely throughout the unit by responding to text-dependent questions, paraphrasing, summarizing, analyzing text, and reacting to the unit’s essential question. Students will study the characteristics of an argument and apply the characteristics in numerous daily writing assignments and the unit’s final writing.  

	Essential Question

	How do values influence the way we express ourselves?  

	Unit Standards

	Reading Literature

RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn

from the text.
RL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
RL.6.3  Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the

characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.
RL.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
RL.6.5  Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of

a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.
RL.6.6 Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.
RL.6.7 Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing

an audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they “see” and “hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch.
RL.6.9  Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels

and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.
RL.6.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in

the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the

range.
Reading Informational Text

RI.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
RI.6.3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a

text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes).
RI.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,

connotative, and technical meanings.
RI.6.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text. 
RI.6.7Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
RI.6.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 
RI.6.9 Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same person).
RI.6.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Writing

W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly.

b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons.

d. Establish and maintain a formal style.

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented. 
W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

a. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g.,

headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.

e. Establish and maintain a formal style.

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation presented.
W.6.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are

defined in standards 1–3 above.)
W.6.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

a. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in different

forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories] in terms

of their approaches to similar themes and topics”).

b. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the

argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not”). 
W.6.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Speaking and Listening

SL.6.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacherled) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on

ideas under discussion.

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion.

d. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing.
SL.6.2 Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally)

and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study.
SL.6.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
SL.6.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 6 Language standards 1 and 3 on page 52 for specificexpectations.)
Language

L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when

writing or speaking.

a. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive).

b. Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself,ourselves).
c. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person.*

d. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents).*

e. Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others’ writing and

speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve expression in conventional language.*
L.6.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

a. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.*

b. Spell correctly.
c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary 
L.6.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context.

b. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to better understand each of the words.

c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty).  


	Text Models for Lessons and Lesson Seeds

	The Cay by Theodore Taylor
Constitution of the United States, Bill of Rights
“When Malindy Sings” by Paul Laurence Dunbar

“We Wear the Masks” by Paul Laurence Dunbar

“Words Like Freedom” by Langston Hughes http://langstonhugheslai513.blogspot.com/2008/03/words-like-freedom-by-langston-hughes.html
“The Violent Side of Video Games” by Emily Shon  http://www.sciencenewsforkids.org/2004/01/the-violent-side-of-video-games-2/
“What Video Games Can Teach Us” by Emily Shon   http://www.sciencenewsforkids.org/2004/01/what-video-games-can-teach-us-2/
Theodore Taylor’s Obituary from the Washington Post  http://www.nysun.com/obituaries/theodore-taylor-85-childrens-novelist/42476/
“NAACP Seeks to Ban Novel From the Classics” article from Los Angeles Times http://articles.latimes.com/1992-01-16/local/me-178_1_school-officials
“Theodore Taylor Talks About His Life”  You Tube video  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lkM2mIM8Atko 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions at http://marylandlearninglinks.org/.



	Interdisciplinary Connections, as appropriate

	Social Studies- the study of the constitution of the United States and the Amendments to the Constitution


	Additional Resources

	Fiction Texts:
· Vigna, Judith. Black Like Kyra, White Like Me. Morton Grove, Il: Albert Whitman & Co.  Christy learns about racial prejudice when Kyra’s African-American family moves into her neighborhood. (average)

· Christopher, Matt. Stranded. Boston: Little Brown, 1974.  Shipwrecked with his dog on an uninhabited Caribbean island, a blind boy struggles for survival (average)
· Conrad, Pam.  The Lost Sailor. New York: Harper Collins, 1992.  A sailor is shipwrecked on a tiny island where his darkest hour gives rise to rescue and a new life.(easy)

· Defoe, Daniel. The Life and Adventure of Robinson Crusoe.  The classic tale of a shipwrecked sailor on a deserted island (challenge)
Nonfiction Texts:

· DeKay, James T. Meet Martin Luther King, Jr. New York: Random House, 1969.  This biography stresses the magnitude of King’s work and the reasons he fought racial injustice. (easy)

· Landau, Elaine. Blindness. New York:  Henry Holt, 1994.  A serious look at the causes, history, and prevention of blindness. (average).

· Fleming, Carrol. Adventuring in the Caribbean:  The Sierra Club Travel Guide to Forty Islands of the Caribbean Sea.  San Francisco: Sierra Club, 1989.  A complete profile, including geography, natural history, people and culture, and island-by-island profiles (challenge)

Related Readings:

· “Long Trip”, “Sea Calm,” “Death of an Old Seaman” by Langston Hughes.  Three poems capture the haunting nature of the sea. 
· Excerpts from Survive the Savage Sea by Dougal Robertson.  A true heroic adventure of a family stranded fi the Pacific.

· “The Shark” by John Ciardi.  A light-hearted poem that reflects a shark’s single minded pursuit- dinner! 

· Excerpt from The Killer Storm by Gary Jennings, 1970. Tells about the Caribbean god Hurak’n.

· “Collin’s Island by Lynn Joseph. A Caribbean storyteller shares a legend about a boy who prays for rain and flowers. He finally turns to the sea, begging for a share in its treasures. When the sea responds, he must decide for himself which of the sea’s treasures is most precious. 
http://www.poetryfoundation.org
www.marylandlearninglinks.org
http://www.readwritethink.org/
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