

Grade 6 English Language Arts: Express Yourself
Lesson Seed 17

	Lesson seeds are ideas that can be used to build a lesson aligned to the CCSS. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.

When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


	Seed 17: Obituary


	Text Model:

Theodore Taylor, 85: Author of the “The Cay” Obituary from The Washington Post
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/10/29/AR2006102900826.html
IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions. See Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.



	Unit Standards Applicable to This Seed

Reading Informational Text

RI.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RI.6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

RI.6.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 
RI.6.9 Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same person).

RI.6.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Writing

W.6.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening

SL.6.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacherled) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on

ideas under discussion.

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion.

d. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing.

Language

L.6.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

a. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.*

b. Spell correctly.



	Brief Description of the Seed
· Guiding Question: How do values influence the way we express ourselves?
· Tell students that they will continue to investigate Theodore Taylor’s influences.
· Have students read Taylor’s obituary and add to the graphic organizer they began when they were watching the video in Lesson Seed 16.
Sample Graphic Organizer

Life Experience

Impact on Taylor

Relation to The Cay
· Call students’ attention back to the following excerpt from the obituary:

However, the Council on Interracial Books for Children and other organizations criticized Mr. Taylor’s portrayal of a black man as racist, servile caricature, made worse by his island accent (he calls the American “young bahss”).

Mr. Taylor defended his characters, saying that Timothy, the deckhand, was heroic: “Would the critics have had him speak Brooklynese instead of Creole?  Nonsense!”

Despite sporadic protests and attempts by community groups to ban the book at schools and libraries, “The Cay” remained a favorite of many librarians for young readers.

· Regardless of if students agree or disagree, have students discuss the Council on Interracial Books for Children’s argument.  Have them find support for the ideas.
Sample Graphic Organizer
The Council’s Argument

Support from the text

Examples of portrayal of a black man that might be considered racist

Examples of portrayal of a black man as a servile caricature

Examples of Timothy’s island accent that support the argument

· Routine Writing: Summary – Summarize the argument that The Cay contains racist ideas. Remember that a summary is free from personal ideas.  Use details from the article and the text.  Consider any accommodations needed to make responding to the prompt accessible for all students.  Options may include using a graphic organizer to collect evidence, partner responses, or small group guided discussion.
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