

Grade 6 English Language Arts: Express Yourself
Lesson Seed 15

	Lesson seeds are ideas that can be used to build a lesson aligned to the CCSS. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.

When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


	Seed 15: Theme of novel


	Text Model:

The Cay by Theodore Taylor
IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions. See Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.



	Unit Standards Applicable to This Seed

Reading Literature

RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn

from the text.
RL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

RL.6.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in

the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the

range.

Writing

W.6.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening

SL.6.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacherled) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on

ideas under discussion.

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion.

d. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing.

Language

L.6.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

a. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.*

b. Spell correctly.



	Brief Description of the Seed
· Guiding Question: What is the theme of The Cay?
· Remind students that a story’s theme is the author’s message about a topic.  An author develops theme to express his/her ideas about life or human nature.  To identify a theme a reader must first find a broader important concept in a text such as family, prejudice, courage, or love.  A reader must observe carefully what characters say and do that relates to the theme topic.  A theme is a combination of the “big” idea and what is said about that idea.  A theme is a recurring idea in a text, but it also moves outside the text and applies to people in general, not just the characters in the story. 
· Have students work in groups or pairs to brainstorm a list of theme topics for The Cay.  After groups report out, have each group or pair select one theme topic to develop.  Groups/pairs should use details from the text to create a theme statement for the novel.
Sample Graphic Organizer

Theme Topic: 

Related Details

Related Details

Related Details

Theme Statement:


· Routine Writing: Argument – Consider the plot and themes in The Cay.  Should The Cay be read by sixth grade students?  Write a claim and outline three reasons to support your ideas.  Consider a counterclaim to your ideas.  Consider any accommodations needed to make responding to the prompt accessible for all students.  Options may include using a graphic organizer to collect evidence, partner responses, or small group guided discussion.
Sample Graphic Organizer

Claim

The Cay SHOULD or SHOULD NOT be read by sixth grade students.

Reason related to the plot

Reason related to the themes

Other reason

Possible counter claim
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