

Grade 6 English Language Arts: Express Yourself
Lesson Seed 7

	Lesson seeds are ideas that can be used to build a lesson aligned to the CCSS. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.

When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


	Seed 7: Pronouns


	Text Model:

The Cay by Theodore Taylor
We Wear the Mask

When Malindy Sings

IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions. See Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.



	Unit Standards Applicable to This Seed

Reading Literature

RL.6.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Writing

W.6.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening

SL.6.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect onideas under discussion.

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

Language

L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when

writing or speaking.

a. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, and possessive).

b. Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).
c. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person.*

d. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents).*

e. Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others’ writing and

speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve expression in conventional language.*


	Brief Description of the Seed
· Guiding question: Why does an author use pronouns?
· Preassess student proficiency with pronouns with attention to pronoun case (subjective, objective, possessive), intensive pronouns, and pronoun agreement with antecedents.
· Based on the preassessment performance, model how to analyze pronoun use with an excerpt from a previously read text.  
· Divide the class into small groups or pairs.  Provide each group or pair with a portion of a previously read text that features pronoun use, and ask the students to identify any pronouns, make any corrections to Standard English, and determine how the use of pronouns add meaning or emphasis in the text.
· Sample text portions:
1. “When Malindy Sings” Stanza 5

Fiddlin’ man jes’ stop his fiddlin’,

    Lay his fiddle on de she’f;

Mocking’-bird quit tryin’ to whistle,

   ‘Cause he jes’ so shamed hisse’f.

Folks a-playin’ on de banjo

   Draps dey fingahs on de strings—

Bless yo’ soul—fu’gits to move em,

   When Malindy sings.
2. “We Wear the Mask” Stanza 2

Why should the world be over-wise,

In counting all our tears and sighs?

Nay, let them only see us, while

We wear the mask.

3. “The Cay”
I yelled over at him, “You’re saving all the water for yourself.” Ch. 3
“I be seein’ wid my own self eyes.” Ch. 7
He said, “Well, you mus’ den know how to provide your own self wid feesh.” Ch. 13

· Routine Writing: Exit Ticket/Post Assessment – Have students correct the pronoun use in several sentences that focus on the weaknesses noticed in the preassessment or during the lesson.
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