

Grade 6 English Language Arts: Express Yourself
Lesson Seed 3

	Lesson seeds are ideas that can be used to build a lesson aligned to the CCSS. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.

When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


	Seed 3: Analyzing Arguments


	Text Models:

“The Violent Side of Video Games”  by Emily Sohn   

 http://www.sciencenewsforkids.org/2004/01/the-violent-side-of-video-games-2/
“What Video Games Can Teach Us” by Emily Sohn  http://www.sciencenewsforkids.org/2004/01/what-video-games-can-teach-us-2/
IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions. See Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.



	Unit Standards Applicable to This Seed

Reading Informational Text

RI.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RI.6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

RI.6.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text. 
RI.6.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Writing

W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly.

b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons.

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented. 
W.6.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening

SL.6.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on

ideas under discussion.

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion.

d. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing.

Language

L.6.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

a. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.*

b. Spell correctly.



	Brief Description of the Seed
· Guiding Question: What is included in an effective argument?
· Tell students that today they will be reading arguments for and against video games for teenagers.  Ask them how this topic relates to the freedoms in the First Amendment.  (Elicit responses related to censorship, ratings, freedom)
· Prior to reading, create a class anchor chart entitled “Characteristics of an Argument.”  Pre-assessment student knowledge by asking students to provide elements. (Elicit responses such as introduction, support or reason, evidence, counterclaim, conclusion – accept synonyms and guide students toward this language consistency that will be used throughout the unit and rubric for writing assessments)
Sample Anchor Chart (to build with students)

Characteristics of an Argument

Element

Purpose & Techniques
Introduction

Claim

Reason

Evidence

Counterclaim

Conclusion

· As student groups read one of the two texts, have them discuss and complete an argument analysis chart.
Argument Analysis Chart

Name of Article:

Element

Details from the Article

What techniques did the author use in the introduction?

What is the author’s claim?

List the author’s reasons.

What evidence supports each reason?

How does the author address counterclaims?

What techniques did the author use in the conclusion?

Summarize the author’s argument.

· After reading, return whole group’s attention to the “Characteristics of an Argument” anchor chart and have them discuss the purpose of and techniques for each element with examples from their articles.
· Routine Writing: Analysis - How does the argument included in your article reveal the author’s values? Use details from your article as you make conclusions about your author.
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