

Grade 5 English Language Arts: Earth – A Fine Balance
Lesson Seed # 4

	Lesson seeds are ideas used to build a lesson aligned to the CCSS. Lesson seeds are not all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.



	Seed # 4: Environmental Conservation Research 

	Text Models:
· Interactive article, Threats to Wildlife -  http://www.nwf.org/Wildlife/Threats-to-Wildlife.aspx 
· Or -  http://library.thinkquest.org/5736/causes.htm 
· Kids & Conservation webpage -  http://www.clarkswcd.org/Kids/KidsHome.htm


	Unit Standards Applicable to This Seed

Reading Informational Text
RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text.
RI.5.3 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text.

Writing
W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly
W.5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
W.5.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 5 on pages 28 and 29.) 
W.5.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting.
W.5.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources.

Speaking and Listening
SL.5.4 Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate
facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.


	 Seed Description

This seed requires students to use the computer for research, writing, and presentation. Ensure adequate time is appropriated. Monitor students as they take notes and discuss their research. Provide small group or individual instruction as needed for students who require more support. Consider allowing students to work with a partner or individually.

· Remind students of the theme and essential question. 

· We have learned that some interactions can upset nature’s balance. 

· With a partner, summarize what you have learned about the essential question. Many species have become threatened or endangered because of human interactions, like destroying their habitat or hunting and killing them. Other times, natural disasters have caused an imbalance, like the earthquakes affecting the Pandas habitat or a wildfire like in the story The Flight of the Hummingbird.

· Ask, “Are all human interactions with nature bad?” Lead students to review their Field Journals and remember that human interactions have caused some animal species to thrive, such as the Red Fox. Through human efforts, some endangered species have officially had a comeback and humans like the ones that work in the Woolong Giant Panda Breeding Center has helped to protect and conserve the environment.

· Direct students to read the article, Threats to Wildlife - http://www.nwf.org/Wildlife/Threats-to-Wildlife.aspx 

· Plan to display the site using a projector to arrange for students to use a lab to access the text independently.

·  After reading the article, guide students to closely revisit and reread by asking questions such as the following:
· What did the article reinforce about our learning?
·  What new concepts did you note?

· Post and discuss the following prompt. Ensure students understand the criteria and expectations.
 (
Click on the following link to l
earn about conserv
ing water, soil, and wildlife. 
http://www.clarkswcd.org/Kids/KidsHome.htm
Create a
n informational
 
brochure
 or poster 
using PowerPoint, 
Prezi
, 
Glogster
, or Publisher to 
share
 
efforts
 
individuals or organizations
 have made in restoring 
or
 maintaining the balance of nature
.
In this project
, be sure to include:
information about 
an
 environmental group
information about an
 environmental activist
s
ug
gestions for ways kids can help 
conse
rve and protect the environment
For each environmental group or activist, be sure to share what their goal is and ways they are trying to achieve it.  
)

















 
Suggested Instructional Sequence
· Introduce prompt, have students conduct initial research to determine topic.

· Select an environmental group and begin gathering research in notes either electronically or in Field Journals. Select and research an environmental activist.

· Continue researching ways to help protect and conserve the environment.

· Create and develop project in order to share in a small group format or with the class.  


Additional Text Resources

· Consider providing resources from organizations such as Greenpeace, Friends of the Earth, Rainforest Action Network, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), National Wildlife Federation, Project AWARE Foundation, etc. 

· http://www.nrdc.org/reference/environgroups.asp#top or http://www.world.org/weo/environment.

· Other environmental resources;
·  http://earth911.com/news/2010/04/19/how-kids-are-saving-the-planet/ 
· http://myhero.com/myhero/go/directory/directory.asp?dir=earthkeeper
· http://www.earth911.org/; http://kids.niehs.nih.gov/explore/reduce/index.htm
· http://planetsave.com/2012/01/16/5-organizations-teaching-students-about-conservation/
· http://dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/ce/eek/earth/index.htm 


Important Notes:
· Remind students to cite their sources somewhere in the brochure or poster. The media specialist can help teach the students how to cite sources.

· Use a rubric such as the following 5 point scoring rubric based on the 6 + 1 Traits to score the students’ brochures or posters. http://educationnorthwest.org/webfm_send/140

· Throughout the research process, be sure to meet with students to monitor their work and provide feedback on their progress.  

· Provide opportunities for students to meet with a partner to draft, revise, and edit their work before submitting their final brochures and posters. 
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