

Grade 5 English Language Arts: Earth – A Fine Balance
Lesson Seed #3

	Lesson seeds are ideas used to build a lesson aligned to the CCSS. Lesson seeds are not all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.



	Seed: Jacques Cousteau

	Text Models: 
· The Fantastic Undersea Life of Jacques Cousteau by Dan Yaccarino
· ManFish – A Story of Jacques Cousteau by Jennifer Berne
· Me, All Alone, at the End of the World by M.T. Anderson
· http://insights.wri.org/news/2012/07/everything-you-ever-wanted-know-about-coral-reefs-four-minute-video 
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jn5-ARXmQlQ 


	Unit Standards Applicable to This Seed

Reading Informational Text
RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text.
RI.5.3 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text. 
RI.5.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area.
RI.5.6 Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and differences in the point of view they represent.

Writing
W.5.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening
SL.5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.5.4 Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

	Seed Description
· This lesson models the Wangari Maathai instructional sequence and procedures and may take several days to accomplish. 

· Students will understand man’s impact on coral reefs. 

· Students will determine how curious humans, unknowingly and without intent, can upset the balance between nature and its species. 

· By closely reading the texts, students will learn about Jacques Cousteau.While Cousteau sparked interest and curiosity, this brought throngs of people to sightsee, explore, and sometimes damage coral reefs across the planet. 

The Fantastic Undersea Life of Jacques Cousteau
· Distribute copies of the book and have students read it. Have students “Think, Pair, Share” to discuss what they have learned about Jacques Cousteau and his relationship to our unit and essential question. Students should record their ideas into their Field Journals. 

· What caused Cousteau to dedicate his life to the sea? What caused him to establish the Cousteau Society? Turn and talk with a partner, then mark the evidence with a post it note.
  
· Next, students work with their partners to answer the following question in their Field Journals, “What were the effects of Cousteau’s discoveries?” Refer to the Field Journal entries as students read the additional texts.

· Revist texts by asking to orally respond to questions such as:
· Why was Cousteau called the …world’s ambassador of the oceans? 
· Explain the author’s meaning behind the sentence, And so the oceans’ ambassador became their most important defender.
· Reread quotes and choose three to explain how they relate to the events in his life.

ManFish – A Story of Jacques Cousteau
· After reading this text, students continue to record facts about Jacques Cousteau in their Field Journals. Include causes and effects of his work. Compare information between the two texts.

· Prompt discussion and close reading using questions such as:
· What theme or lessons do both of these authors want readers to learn?
· What are the similarities and differences between the two texts?  
· How does this text contribute to your understanding of Jacques Cousteau and our unit theme?  
· Remind students to use the texts to cite specific evidence.  

Online Text: The following four minute video clip can be accessed two ways:    
· http://insights.wri.org/news/2012/07/everything-you-ever-wanted-know-about-coral-reefs-four-minute-video 
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jn5-ARXmQlQ 
 
· Introduce the video by informing student that the narrator is Jacques Cousteau’s daughter, Celine. 

· As students view and listen, remind them to listen for reasons why coral reefs are valuable as well as reasons they are in danger. 

· After viewing, direct students to work in partners to produce a product to demonstrate understanding. 
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· To support students, provide the opportunity to watch the clip again.

· Note: The illustrator and shark advocate is Maryland resident, Jim Toomey, creator of the comic strip, Sherman’s Lagoon. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pZ-517dM1lc 


Me, All Alone, at the End of the World
· Read the story aloud. Listen for ways this story relates to our theme.

· Ask, “In what ways is this book similar to the other texts we read? Sample responses: curious humankind has affected nature.

· Through text dependent questions, guide students to understand the connections between all three texts. 

Closure

· Routine Writing: In your opinion does, Me, All Alone, at the End of the World, belong in our unit, Earth – A Fine Balance? Does the book help you understand the concept of balance?
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