

Grade 5 Reading Language Arts: Earth – A Fine Balance
Lesson Seed #2 - Endangered Animals Research

	Lesson seeds are ideas to build a lesson aligned to the CCSS. Lesson seeds are not all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.



	Seed # 2: Endangered Animals Research 

	
Text Models:
· Endangered Species Act -  http://www.nwf.org/Wildlife/Wildlife-Conservation/Endangered-Species-Act.aspx 
· http://www.kidsplanet.org/factsheets/esa.html 
· Endangered Species Act - myths and facts http://www.nwf.org/~/media/PDFs/Wildlife/esamythsfacts.pdf?dmc=1&ts=20130103T2152471148 – 
· Resource for researching endangered animals - http://www.bagheera.com/inthewild/vanishing.htm  



	Unit Standards Applicable to This Seed

Reading Informational Text
RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text.
RI.5.3 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text.

Writing
W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly
W.5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
W.5.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 5 on pages 28 and 29.) 
W.5.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting.
W.5.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources.

Speaking and Listening
SL.5.4 Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate
facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.


	Seed Description

Teacher Note:  Because much of the research and the presentation will be accomplished using technology, ensure adequate time for students to complete the task is allotted. Scaffold the opportunities for students who need additional support.



· Have students review their Field Journals. Ask, “Of the animals we have read about so far, which ones are endangered? What are the causes that caused them to be endangered?”

· In Field Journals, have students work with partners to brainstorm and list animals they think or know are endangered. Ask students to discuss why they think these animals are endangered. 
Discuss the difference between endangered and extinct.

· Direct students to read the article, “Endangered Species Act,” accessed at http://www.nwf.org/Wildlife/Wildlife-Conservation/Endangered-Species-Act.aspx. Discuss the difference between “endangered” and “threatened.” Use text dependent questions to ensure students understand the article.

· Distribute copies of the selection, Endangered Species Act – Myths and Facts”, from the National Wildlife Federation. Engage students is reading and discussing information presented. 
            http://www.nwf.org/~/media/PDFs/Wildlife/esamythsfacts.pdf?dmc=1&ts=20130103T2152471148 

· Post the following prompt or create one of your own. Discuss with students and ensure they understand the criteria and expectations.
 (
Endangered Species Day
 
is 
celebrated 
every year 
on the 3
rd
 Friday in May. 
On this day, people all over the world participate in activities with the common goal of raising awareness of species that are ei
ther threatened or endangered. 
This year, your cla
ss will host a community
 showcase inviting parents, friends, and families to come and learn about animals that are currently on the endangered list.  
Create a presentation using PowerPoint, 
Prezi
, 
Glogster
, or Publisher to inform your guest
s about an endangered species. 
In your presentation, be sure to include:
G
eneral information about 
the 
animal species including habitat, description, and interesting facts
The c
auses of endangerment
,
 or how humans have affected
 this animal
 
How to save this 
species
 and effort
s
 to protect it
What your animal need
s
 to survive
A
 map of where your animal lives
)



















· Bring students to the computer lab to share the site, http://www.bagheera.com/inthewild/vanishing.htm

· Allow time for students to explore the list of endangered animals. At the end of the session, students should have identified an endangered animal they would like to research. Consider allowing students to search on approved search engines if they would like to research a different endangered animal not on the Bagheera website. You may choose to have them work individually or in pairs.  

· On the following day, dedicate time for students to research the animal. In their Field Journals, have them create a graphic organizer to help them record information for each of the criteria listed in the prompt.


· For the next two sessions, provide time for students to work on computers to create their presentations.
  
· On the last day, allow students to share their presentations and report on their learning. Use a rubric such as the following 5 point scoring rubric based on the 6 + 1 Traits to score the students’ presentations. http://educationnorthwest.org/webfm_send/140

· Options:
· As an extension, students may select to highlight their presentations at a fair or forum for Endangered Species Day. 
· The class may choose to share their presentation with a sister class. As part of the showcase, students may want to include additional research on animals recently removed from the Endangered Animals List.
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