

Grade 5 Reading Language Arts: Earth – A Fine Balance
Lesson Seed #1 - Fox

	
Lesson seeds are ideas to build a lesson aligned to the CCSS. Lesson seeds are not all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.




	Seed: Close Reading of National Geographic Articles


	
Text Models: 
The National Geographic Almanac, 2013  article “The Fox Next Door”(pp. 28 – 29)
The National Geographic Almanac, 2013  article “Panda Shake-up” (p. 43)
The National Geographic Almanac, 2013 article “Will the Red Panda Survive?” (p. 45)
 

	Unit Standards Applicable to This Seed

Reading Informational Text
RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text.
RI.5.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area.  
RI.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 
RI.5.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 4–5 text complexity band independently and proficiently

Writing
W.5.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources.
W.5.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening
SL.5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

Language
L.5.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.


	



Lesson Seed Description

Important note: 
As students are developing their understanding of the concept, it is important to be diligent in remembering not to provide them with too much background knowledge prior to the reading, but to let them develop, adjust, and revise their own understandings of the theme as they navigate through each text. As students read each text, continue to ask probing questions to help them deepen their understandings. Provide appropriate scaffolding to foster awareness of commonalities, similarities, and differences presented in each article. Have students consistently write in, and refer to their Field Journal notes and use them to organize ideas and deepen their thinking and comprehension. As students continue with their study of Tier 2 vocabulary words and phrases, be sure to have them record these words and their meanings in the vocabulary section of their Field Journals.
 

“The Fox Next Door”(pp. 28 – 29)
· Remind students about the text feature exercise from yesterday and have them tell why a quick text feature analysis is an important skill when reading informational text. Sometimes it enriches the information, other times it is just a distracter.

· Students are to apply their knowledge as they independently read the article on pages 28-29. As they read, they should carefully analyze the text features and evaluate their effectiveness in contributing to the article’s meaning. You may choose to use a chart like the one below to help organize and record their work.

	Text Feature
	Yes
	No
	Maybe/Perhaps/A little/Somewhat

	Title
	
	
	

	Subtitle
	
	
	

	Headings
	
	
	

	Photos
	
	
	

	Bottom left info box
	
	
	

	Bottom right circle fact
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




· Vocabulary Focus:
Provide for each group the following phrases from the text. 
dinnertime scenario; urban wildlife; snatches some scraps; thrive near people; find creative accommodations; prowling for new territory; male ventures farther away; can be scavengers or predators

· Direct groups to work together to determine the underlined word meaning; provide a synonym or tell what it is like; use it in another context. Prompt discussion and monitor group work, then provide time to share out with the class.

· Have students write a brief summary of the article in their Field Journal including the author’s purpose or main idea.

· Pose question, “How can animals and humans interact in the same space with harmony and balance?” Allow time for students to respond. Ask, “How do you think the author of this article would respond to that question? What evidence from the text makes you think this?”

“Panda Shake-up” (p. 43)
· Direct students to read page 43, Panda Shake-Up. Provide 7-8 minutes for students to read independently. Provide appropriate reading supports as necessary - with a partner, a small group, or with the teacher.
 
·  Turn and Talk, “What are the main ideas presented in this article?” Monitor and observe pairs or groups during discussion.

· Conduct a close reading exercise and discussion by revisiting the text using the following text dependent questions:
· What caused the panda-breeding center to relocate? a 2 minute earthquake
· Describe why it is important to rebuild the center. Less than 2,000 pandas exist in the wild. A new center is necessary for the species to survive.
· How will balance be restored between pandas, the environment, and humankind? They will create a new, improved breeding center, with a nursery, a larger space for young animals to play and explore, and an enclosure that is more like their natural environment.
· Reread the last paragraph; cite two reasons why the Giant Panda population has diminished. Humans have destroyed natural habitats and some groups of Pandas have become isolated and cannot reproduce. Integrate this information with the information at the beginning of the article to ensure that students see that humans as well as natural disasters such as earthquakes affect the size of animal populations.
· With a partner, discuss the significance of the three following sub headings. 
· “Extreme Makeover” – relates to the renovation and betterment of the center. In addition, it’s a familiar TV show. 
· “Moving Up” – describes the improved features of the new center for pandas.
· “Living as Neighbors” – information about how humans are helping the panda survive.  
· Draw attention to the phrase, “…restore wildlife corridors between habitats…..” Have students turn and talk with a partner to discuss its meaning. Model how to interpret the meaning of this phrase. Restore – fix it up, repair. A corridor is like a hallway, a road, a path so that small groups of pandas can travel safely to get to one another. Habitat – place/home where specific animals live. What could be another way of stating this phrase? 
· Students enter key vocabulary and/or phrases read and discussed into the vocabulary section of their Field Journals.

“Will the Red Panda Survive?” (p. 45)
· Provide 7-8 minutes for students to read the article independently. Remind students to use word knowledge and context clues to determine the meaning of unknown vocabulary Provide appropriate reading supports as necessary; with a partner, a small group, or with the teacher.
 
· Continue to ask text dependent questions to deepen the unit concept as with the previous two articles. Guide students through the process of rereading to understand essential ideas embedded in the text such as, “What is causing the decline of the red panda population? Are these causes similar to those mentioned in previous readings? Any differences?” 


· Option: Prompt students to write their own questions about the text. Swap and answer each other’s questions. Have them identify key vocabulary and discuss how that word contributes to the intensity of the article. This lesson seed could be accomplished in a literature circle setting, jigsaw activity, reciprocal teaching experience, or other cooperative and collaborative strategy.  

Closure
· Ask, “Can animals and humans interact in the same space with harmony and balance? How?”

· Have students participate in a Socratic seminar or debate using details from the articles to support their reasoning.  

· Have students write their opinion to this question using support from previously read articles.

· Ask, “Of the articles we have read, which animals are in peril? Why is the Red Fox not in peril?”
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