

Instructional Lesson Plan – Lesson #2 African Wild Dogs
Reading Language Arts
	Grade: 5
	Unit Title: Earth – A Fine Balance
	Length: 2 days



	Lesson Overview

	This lesson continues to build students’ understanding of the positive and negative effects humans have on different animal populations. In the previous days, students have had experience taking notes from the short articles in the almanac. In this lesson, students will understand that researchers need to use more than one source to validate learned information and broaden their knowledge of the topic. One source is never adequate when researching. In this lesson, students will read two articles to gather facts about African Wild Dogs and determine why they are in peril. They will write an informational essay to explain their learning. 

	Teacher Planning, Preparation, and Materials

	Text Complexity Considerations
· Quantitative Measures:  Both of the articles have a readability range intended for upper elementary students.  
· Qualitative Measures: The text structures of both articles are mostly simple and conventional. The sentence structure and vocabulary are also mostly simple. The names of the African animals increases the text complexity level. Students may have difficulties pronouncing them. The authors’ purposes are implied, but clear. The articles do require students to have some knowledge of Africa and students will need to rely on previous knowledge gained from earlier readings, making the knowledge demands more complex.
· Reader and Task Considerations:  Because the students will be producing an explanatory essay, the tasks of researching and making constant connections to the unit theme, require them to stay grounded in both texts throughout the length of the lesson. The articles are interesting and engaging. Students will be investigating their own questions so the task is motivating as well.
Overview
· In the previous lessons, students have conducted “mini” research studies of frogs, giant pandas, red pandas, and red foxes, and have recorded essential information in their Field Journals. These notes will support this lesson. A regular review of students Field Journal notes will provide valuable information to assist the teacher in determining which students may need additional support in taking effective notes. Focus on Field Journal entries that are copied directly from the text, had inaccurate facts, or had notes that were too brief or too general.  
· Provide small group instruction for identified students focusing on strategies to take notes that are more effective. Offer guidance as you have them revise portions of their Field Journals. Consider partnering and/or working with students who continue to require additional support and guidance.

· Preview the following resources before beginning the lesson.  
The National Geographic Almanac, 2013  article “What’s Wild About African Wild Dogs” (p. 33)
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/stories/animalsnature/african-wild-dogs

· Make arrangements for students to use a computer lab or like setting to view the on-line article. If students are taking electronic notes, ensure that computers are available to do so. Depending on the students, you may need to insert a lesson that explicitly models, guides, and allows students to practice electronic note taking.



· Students will draft, revise, and finalize their essay using a word processing program. Ensure students have had multiple opportunities with word processing. 

· Provide a grammar and conventions chart listing essential 5th grade skills. Refer to the stated writing expectation frequently.  

Universal Design for Learning Considerations
· Use Bookshare.org (https://www.bookshare.org/) and the Accessible Book Collection (http://www.accessiblebookcollection.org/ to see if audio is available for the Almanac. Short articles may also be recorded by the teacher. 

· Organize the class in groups and pairs for discussion. This lesson also offers student choice when demonstrating what they know.

· Multiple modes of presentation is included in this lesson to provide for students various means of acquiring and integrating knowledge as well as increasing interest and motivation.

· Consider using a word processing program or template for students to keep notes digitally such as:
· https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0Ar8TZHMKcH5-dFpWNWgtWDBjYmhiRmhXVFZ6T2MtTlE&hl=en_US#gid=0.  

· http://trackclass.com/ or http://evernote.com/ students take notes and share them with their peers.

· English Language learners will benefit from pre-teaching key vocabulary, labeling parts of pictures and photographs, and exploring the web-based suggestions. Building this knowledge base will increase vocabulary acquisition and enhance discussion. 

· Access additional sources listed as an extension or enrichment.

· Where appropriate, provide instructional scaffolding. For additional suggestions go to www.marylandlearninglinks.org and click on the Development and Learning Tab at the top of the page

IMPORTANT NOTE: No text model or website referenced in this unit has undergone a review.  Before using any of these materials, local school systems should conduct a formal approval review of these materials to determine their appropriateness.  Teacher should always adhere to any Acceptable Use Policy enforced by their local school system.



	Essential Question

	
When nature interacts, what happens to the harmony, or balance, among the species?







	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	Reading Information
RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text.
RI.5.7 Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently.
RI.5.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Writing
W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
W.5.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 5 on pages 28 and 29.) 
W.5.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting
W.5.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources.

Speaking and Listening
SL.5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.


	Lesson Procedure

	Session #1

Pre-Assessment
As described in the Teacher Planning and Preparation, teachers should have collected and/or viewed the students’ Field Journals periodically throughout the previous days’ lessons. Students who need additional support in taking effective notes should be indentified prior to the start of the lesson. Conduct focused, small group mini-lessons during the introduction activity or while students are researching.

Introduction
· Group students into groups of 4 to review previous notes in their Field Journals and discuss any “ah has” in relation to the theme, Earth - A Fine Balance. Some animals are in peril because of humans and some because of natural phenomenon/disaster. Add new understandings/information to the class concept chart as students record them in their Field Journals.

· Say, “Often times, when we read an informational text we are left with questions and wonderings about our topic. If the author did his or her job well, then we might want to learn even more about the topic.” 



· Direct groups to share and discuss the questions and wonderings they recorded in their Field Journals.

· Ask, “How can we answer these questions or to help us learn more about the issue?” Conduct additional research on our topic of interest using a variety of sources.

Research
· In a computer lab setting, students should have a copy of The National Geographic Kids  Almanac, 2013, their Field Journal, and something to write with. If students are using a program such as http://trackclass.com/ or http://evernote.com/ to take notes, insert the link in the prompt below for easier student access. 
 
· Direct students to open the file containing the following prompt and read it silently. 

· Prompt students to discuss the prompt in pairs or quads to ensure understanding of the task at hand. 


	Scientists and naturalists investigate problems in many ways. They gather information from multiple sources to learn about a topic, compare information, and help solve problems.  

Today you will learn more about another species using two sources; one will be from your almanac and one from the internet. It is important to read the articles closely so that you can gather key ideas and compare the information. 

You will use your Field Journal or an electronic note-taking device to collect information from the following sources:
· “Wild Dogs of Africa” in the National Geographic Kids  Almanac, 2013  p. 33
· http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/stories/animalsnature/african-wild-dogs

Write an informational essay about African Wild Dogs. In this piece, be sure to explain how these animals are unique and why this species is in peril. Be sure to use information from both sources.

Use the checklist below to guide you through the drafting process.
· Did I introduce my topic clearly in my introduction paragraph?
· Did I explain what makes these animals unique in a separate paragraph?
· Did I explain why this species is in peril?
· Are the facts written in my own words and not copied directly from the sources?
· Did I include a concluding statement or section?
· Did I follow all expected language and grammar conventions?  




Provide appropriate scaffolds and support as you guide and monitor student work and discussion. Students should read and write as independently as possible.





· Say, “Good researchers always have questions they hope to learn about the topic they are studying. Jot down your questions about African Wild Dogs in your Field Journals.” Have students “Turn and Talk” to a partner to share their questions (2 minutes).

· Direct students to independently read one article at a time and take relevant notes on each article in their Field Journal or electronically. Circulate to ensure that students are using effective note-taking strategies, focusing on the students that need additional small group instruction and support. (20 minutes)
  
· Remind students to include facts that answer the prompt when they are taking notes.

· Assign appropriate partners to discuss both articles. Have them compare notes and revise as necessary.  
(12 minutes)

· Next, have students reread and discuss the prompt criteria. Answer clarifying questions.

· Direct students to open up a word processing document to draft their essay. If necessary, model how and where to save their work. (15 minutes)

Closure
· Use this time to check progress and for students to share their progress with each other.
· Have them write one interesting fact to serve as an exit ticket.


Prior to Session #2, teachers should skim essays to determine progress, problems, and to make necessary instructional moves.

Session #2
· In a lab setting, students will continue to draft and revise their work. Based on the above formative assessment, additional drafting time may be required. If so, allow time for drafting and peer sharing.

· Then begin this revision session by checking in with students to determine who may need small group assistance. Arrange groups as necessary. Provide mini revision lessons as appropriate.

· Display the prompt for reference during the revision process. Ensure students understand and use the checklist to help with the following revision process.

· Have students open their essay documents and reread them for clarity and to make initial revisions. 
              (5-7 minutes)

· Pair up students for peer revision. If students are not familiar with this process, it will have to be explicitly taught and practiced. Use a strategy such as “Praise Question Polish” to focus revision conversations. In this strategy, students offer 2 comments of praise, 2 questions or wonderings, and 2 suggestions for polishing or strengthening the partner’s writing. Students should reference the checklist and offer constructive suggestions. (6-8 minutes)

· Direct students to make necessary revisions and to finalize their essay. (approximately 15 minutes)




· Evaluate students’ essays using a rubric such as http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson261/sample.pdf or http://educationnorthwest.org/webfm_send/140

Closure
· End the lesson by arranging students in groups of 3-4.
  
· Ask students to share and discuss the following: 
· What was the most interesting fact they learned about African Wild Dogs?  
· Which article was the best source in providing the information needed to complete the essay? Why?
· How did using 2 sources enhance your research?
· How do the readings on African Wild Dogs contribute to our understanding of the unit theme or help provide answers to the essential question? Many factors contribute to the decline in the African Wild Dog population. The factor that has had the most profound influence is its interactions with humans. However, the dogs are in danger from other species such as natural predators.
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