

Reading Language Arts Unit Overview
	Grade: 4
	Unit: Actions Speak Louder Than Words
	Length:  5 weeks



	Context 

	This unit, Actions Speak Louder Than Words, utilizes literary nonfiction texts, biographical information, poetry, and selections found online. The lesson models in this unit feature best practices to address Common Core State Standards and will assist students in the process of close reading, critical analysis of text, and will provide opportunities for students to demonstrate an understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meaning. Included are examples of text dependent questions and sample responses to guide instruction. Resources are infused to maintain engagement, deepen comprehension, and serve as prompts for future investigation and research. Students will maintain a learning log to record learning and to write regularly. There are multiple opportunities to incorporate a variety of technology including, including music and video clips. 
In addition to learning about famous African Americans, lessons will also center on the study of figurative language, similes, metaphors, and idioms. 
Text Complexity
The texts for this unit include Words Set Me Free: The Story of Young Frederick Douglass (890 L) by Lesa Cline-Ransome, When Marian Sang (780L) by Pam Munoz Ryan, the poems Dreams and Harlem by Langston Hughes, and Pathways to Freedom online resource. The three aspects of text complexity were applied when selecting these texts. The quantitative measures for the above texts are within the 4th grade text complexity band. Qualitatively, the texts lend themselves to both the theme and the language focus, present multiple levels of meaning, and appeal to the age and maturity of fourth grade readers. When considering reader and task aspects, the texts and concepts relate to diverse prominent historical figures and their role in history.
Universal Design for Learning principles were considered when planning for a range of learners. Opportunities for paired work and group discussion are infused throughout the lessons. The online resource, Pathways to Freedom, provides an audio component to assist students who find the reading challenging. In addition, the suggested digital resources promote engagement, interdisciplinary learning, and further investigation which may lead to an extended research project. 

For additional Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video, visit  “Sources for Accessible Media” http://marylandlearninglinks.org/.

IMPORTANT NOTE: No text model or website referenced in this unit has undergone a review.  Before using any of these materials, local school systems should conduct a formal approval review of these materials to determine their appropriateness. Teachers should adhere to any Acceptable Use Policy enforced by their local school system.

	Essential Question

	In what ways do actions speak louder than words?





	Unit Standards

	Reading Literature
RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text.

Reading Informational Text
RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text.
RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.
RI.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.
RI.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text.
RI.4.6 Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic; describe the differences in focus and the information provided.
RI.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.
RI.4.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text.
RI.4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.
RI.4.10 By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Foundational Skills
RF.4.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings.

Writing
W.4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.
a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s purpose.
b. Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details.
c. Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in addition).
d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented
W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
a. Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic.
c. Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, because). 
d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented.



W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing.
W.4.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting.
W.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic.
W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.
W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
b. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).
W.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening
SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.
b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.
c. Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.
d. Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion.
SL.4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.
SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Language
L.4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
L.4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
a. Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.*
b. Choose punctuation for effect.*
c. Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion).


L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
a. Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in context.
b. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.
c. Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).
L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).


	Text Models for Lessons and Lesson Seeds

	· Words Set Me Free 
· When Marian Sang
· Pathways to Freedom - Thinkport
· [image: Words Set Me Free: The Story of Young Frederick Douglass (Paula Wiseman Books)][image: Product Details]Super Silly Sayings That Are Over Your Head: A Children's Illustrated Book of Idioms.
[image: Product Image]










	Interdisciplinary Connections

	Social Studies 
American History 
People Who Make a Difference
Black History Month
Women’s History 
Civil Rights


	Additional Resources and Supplemental Text

	
Sweet Land of Liberty by Deborah Hopkinson
A Sweet Smell of Roses by Angela Johnson
The Story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles
I Am Rosa Rarks by Rosa Parks
The Story of Rosa Parks by Patricia Pingry
Freedom Summer by Deborah Wiles
Freedom on the Menu by Carole Boston Weatherford
Dave the Potter by Labban Carrick Hill
Imogene’s Last Stand by Candace Fleming


SIT-IN: How Four Friends Stood Up by Sitting Down by Andrea Davis Pinkney
www.RFLewisMuseum.org
http://pathways.thinkport.org/eyewitness/douglassintro.cfm
http://pathways.thinkport.org/eyewitness/douglass.cfm 
http://pathways.thinkport.org/eyewitness/tubmanintro.cfm 
http://pathways.thinkport.org/eyewitness/tubman.cfm 
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