

Grade 4 Unit Model - Actions Speak Louder Than Words
English Language Arts
Lesson Seed # 5

	Lesson seeds are ideas that used to build a lesson aligned to the CCSS. When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.



	Seed # 5: Writing to Source - Information

	Applicable Standards 

Writing
W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
a. Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic.
c. Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, because). 
d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented.


	Seed Description
This culminating unit seed asks students to write an informative essay about a historical figure they learned about in this unit of study. They are to incorporate historical facts into a well-written essay that explains how this person’s actions spoke louder than words. The topic could be either one of the key figures Douglass and Anderson or other influential figures who impacted the series of events, such as, Sophia, Boghetti, or Eleanor Roosevelt, 

· Conduct a class or small group discussion to recap the various figures read about, both key figures as well as minor figures. Once student select their topic, arrange students in “ topic-like” groups to brainstorm ideas.

· Introduce the writing criteria described below.

· Introduce the topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs 
· Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic.
· Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, also, because). 
· Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
· Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented.

· Provide time for students to organize ideas and or draft on a word processor independently. Support students, as necessary, by pulling them to small group, monitoring, and/or providing them a frame for writing. 

· Work the class through the writing process by including time for peer and teacher revision. Students should use the tools on the computer to revise, “save as” and develop a final version.

· Using the final version(s), groups of students may choose to prepare a multimedia presentation aligned to their writing topic.
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