

Grade 4 Unit Model: Actions Speak Louder than Words 
Reading Language Arts: Lesson Seed #3

Lesson seeds are ideas used to build a lesson aligned to the CCSS. Lesson seeds are not all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.

	Seed # 3 – Poetry                                        

	Text Model 
Dreams
 by Langston Hughes

Hold fast to dreams
For if dreams die
Life is a broken-winged bird
That cannot fly.

Hold fast to dreams
For when dreams go
Life is a barren field
Frozen with snow.

	Unit Standards Applicable to This Seed

Reading Literature
RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text.

Foundational Skills
RF.4.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings.

Speaking and Listening
SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

Language
L.4.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
L.4.5   Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
L.4.5a   Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in context.








	Seed Description
This portion of the unit moves in time from the 1800s in America to the 1920s. Students will read the work of Langston Hughes and engage in an examination of the meaning and language of his poem, Dreams. Discuss how the poem relates to Frederick Douglass’ life, although it was written decades later. Be sure students can articulate the various ways it connects to the theme, Actions Speak Louder Than Words. 

Teachers many choose to develop this seed in a variety of approaches. The following are ideas to consider:
· Display the poem on a Smart Board, document camera, or other visual means. 
· Provide copies of the poem for each student. 
· View a representation of the poem at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EpjFS3CQkKE
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G58ekJj0F2A 
· Direct students to read the poem silently, read it slowly. 
· Provide 2-3 minutes of reading time and then ask students to turn and talk about what they notice about the poem’s structure. 

· Survey the class – If you are 100% sure you know what this is about, raise your hand. How about 50% sure?  How about 10% sure you know what it means? 
· Most likely students will be able to read the words on a surface or literal level, but not understand the deeper meaning of the text. The purpose of this survey is to illustrate the value of close reading.

· Dreams written in America in the early 1920’s during a period called, The Harlem Renaissance.

· Lead students in a discussion of the meaning of the first sentence. Possible questions or concepts to include:
· Discuss meaning of holding on to dreams, dreams dying. How can a person ‘hold fast to dreams? How can a dream die? Does the poet refer to dreams like the ones you have at night?
· Discuss the meaning of “hold fast.” What does fast mean in this poem?  How do we typically use the word fast?
· Explain the metaphor, “Life is a broken-winged bird that cannot fly” and discuss meaning.

· Students read second sentence independently. Lead students in a discussion to analyze the second sentence of the poem.
· Where do dreams go?  
· Do you see a metaphor in the second sentence?  How can “life be a barren field frozen with snow?” Discuss meaning of barren.

· What message is Langston Hughes conveying to the readers of this poem?  How does Langston Hughes’s message relate to the theme of the unit, Actions Speak Louder than Words? How might this poem relate to Frederick Douglass?

· Discuss the simplicity of the language, the figurative language, the symbolism.

Teacher Resources
· http://www.poemhunter.com/langston-hughes/  - Hughes 
· http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/5657 -Harlem Renaissance
· http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/harlem/harlem.html  Library of Congress
· http://brbl-archive.library.yale.edu/exhibitions/langstonhughes/av.html  - audio
· http://www.webenglishteacher.com/hughes.html 
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