

Grade 4 Unit Model – Actions Speak Louder than Words 
Reading Language Arts
Lesson Seed # 2
	Lesson seeds are ideas used to build a lesson aligned to the CCSS. Lesson seeds are not all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.



	Seed # 2: Frederick Douglass

	Text Models: Thinkport: Pathways to Freedom  
· http://pathways.thinkport.org/eyewitness/douglassintro.cfm 
· http://pathways.thinkport.org/eyewitness/douglass.cfm 
· http://pathways.thinkport.org/eyewitness/tubmanintro.cfm
· http://pathways.thinkport.org/eyewitness/tubman.cfm 


	Unit Standards Applicable to This Seed

Reading Informational Text 
RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details;  summarize the text.
RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.
RI.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text.

Writing
W.4.6 With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting.
W.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic.
W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

Speaking and Listening
SL4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.


	Seed Description

This seed utilizes a rich internet site, Pathways to Freedom. Depending on the class, the timing, the teacher, and available resources, this seed may evolve into a research phase lasting from 2-5 days. It is important for teachers to become very familiar with navigating this site in order to guide students successfully through portions of the text. Based on teacher judgment, selected sections may be too challenging for students to independently gain meaning. The site utilizes both primary and secondary sources as well as engaging graphics. Portions of the text have audio capability allowing for differentiation and support. This text may also serve as an extension piece to prompt additional research. Lessons may be conducted in groups, independently, in a lab setting, at home, in the classroom, or in a media center.



Introduce the site by projecting the Frederick Douglass portion. Demonstrate the navigation features and guide students through the text. Compare the details in Pathways to the information in Words Set Me Free. 

To guide discussion and deepen comprehension, pose questions such as the following:
· Summarize Frederick Douglass’ childhood. What childhood events in his childhood lead him to seek freedom?

· What events led to Frederick’s freedom? How did his actions speak louder than words?

· After escaping slavery, Frederick Douglass continued to take action. What actions did he take after escaping? How did Frederick Douglass’ actions influence society?
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