

Grade 4 Unit Model- Actions Speak Louder Than Words
Reading Language Arts Lesson Seed #1 - opinion


	Lesson seeds are ideas to build a lesson aligned to the CCSS. Lesson seeds are not all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.



	Seed # 1: Writing to Source - Opinion

	Text Model: Words Set Me Free


	Unit Standards Applicable to This Seed
Writing
W.4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.


	Seed Description 
Students will write an essay to express an opinion based on the figures and events in Words Set Me Depending on the students’ level of understanding of opinion writing, the teacher may want to explicitly teach this style of writing. Students will select a person from Frederick’s life who’s Actions Spoke Louder Than Words. Prompt students to think about and brainstorm both positive and negative figures and actions. Each student will select a person from the text to write either a negative or positive opinion about.

Prior to writing, provide opportunities for students to orally rehearse and share ideas. Be sure students understand they must:
· include a clear introduction stating their opinion
· provide reasons supported by facts and details form the text
· and use an organizational structure to support the writer’s purpose
· Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in addition).
· Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented.

Options:
· Use technology to draft and publish. 
· If necessary, scaffold the writing by providing organizers, stems, and/or graphics. 

Resources
· http://www.slideshare.net/warisa/writing-an-opinion-paragraph-1871051

· http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/persuasion-30034.html

· http://images.epals.com/gc/projects/Biographies%20Explorer%20Expedition%20Opinion%20Writing%20Organizer%201-6.pdf
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