

Grade 3 English: Determination
Lesson Seed #3

4 Days
	Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.

When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


	Seed #3: Week 4- Determination

	Text Model: Online texts; texts about Rosa Parks, Ruby Bridges
http://www.tampagov.net/dept_mayor/mayors_alliance/famous_persons/people_F_thru_L.asp
IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions. See Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.

	Unit Standards Applicable to This Seed
Reading Literature

RL.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 

RL.3.2: Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text 

Reading Informational Text

RI.3.1: Ask and answer such questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
RI.3.5: Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information relevant to a given topic efficiently.
RI.3.8: Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a sequence).
Writing

W.3.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

a. Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

b. Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show the response of characters to situations.

c. Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order.

d. Provide a sense of closure.
W.3.5: With guidance and support from peers and 5. adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including  grade 3 on pages 28 and 29.) 

W.3.6: With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish writing (using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with others.
Speaking and Listening

SL.3.5: Create engaging audio recordings of stories or poems that demonstrate fluid reading at an understandable pace; add visual displays when appropriate to emphasize or enhance certain facts or details.
Language

L.3.6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain- specific words and phrases, including those that signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner that night we went looking for them). 

	Brief Description of the Seed

· This lesson seed is the culminating experience for the students.  They have read literature and informational text about people and characters who showed determination in the face of challenges.  This seed demonstrates several key instructional shifts required by the Common Core Standards. Through the use of text-dependent questions during a close reading, students will show their mastery of attending to the author’s words and phrases as well as the connections and relationships between and among ideas, sentences, and paragraphs, to determine the central message or main idea of a text.
· Students will be given choices as to what texts they would like to read in order to learn about other characters/people who showed determination in the face of a variety of challenges or barriers.

· Teachers should provide a variety of texts, including print and digital, for students to explore.  
· Students will showcase their deep understanding of a text’s topic, be it a real person or character, through the interpretation of the author’s words.  

· Option One:  Students can read about a person and gather evidence from the text that supports the concepts of determination.  Then, students should compose several questions whose responses would reveal how the character/person showed determination.  Finally, the student will “act’ as the character in a mock interview.  The teacher or another student can play the role of interviewee and ask the student/”character” questions.  Students can record this interview in a podcast for others to view and respond.  As part of the podcast, students will need to gather pictures that represent/symbolize the challenges and barriers faced as well as pictures that capture the essence of the character/person’s determination.
· Option Two:  Students can create a digital presentation showcasing the person/character about whom they read.  The presentation must include evidence that supports the character/person as someone who demonstrated determination.  Again, pictures should be included to symbolize barriers and challenges faced as well as to symbolize how determination was conveyed.
· Teachers should provide time for students to plan and manage their time for reading as well as plan and manage their time for writing and revising their culminating assignment.
· The following site will help students access digital texts:

· http://www.csszengarden.com/
· The following site provides information for teachers when creating visuals to help all students access visual material:

· http://www.lighthouse.org/accessibility/design/accessible-print-design/effective-color-contrast
· The following site helps teachers determine the appropriateness of instructional materials with specific students in mind:
· http://aim.cast.org/experience/decision-making_tools/aim_navigator



