

Grade 3 English: Determination
Lesson Seed #1

1 Day
	Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.

When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


	Seed #1: Unit Opener- Determination

	Text Model: Online texts about Jackie Robinson and Helen Keller (Explore other online texts or videos for Rosa Parks and Susan B. Anthony)
IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions. See Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.



	Unit Standards Applicable to This Seed

Reading Informational Text

RI.3.2- Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea.
Writing

W.3.10- Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter periods of time frames (for a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Speaking and Listening

SL.3.1- Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
Language

L.3.4- Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.


	Brief Description of the Seed

· Read aloud the brief text about Jackie Robinson from http://www.biography.com/people/jackie-robinson-9460813?page=1
· Show the website http://www.braillebug.org/helen_keller_bio.asp and read it aloud
· Have students generate words or phrases that relate to both Jackie Robinson and Helen Keller

· Explain that this unit is about the idea of determination
· Have students work in groups to complete a word map on determination (See example below)

· Vocabulary activity for determination

· Show the word

· Say the word

· Have students repeat the word

· Ask, “How many syllables in the word determination?”

· Say, “Determination is the quality that you show when you have decided to do something and you will not let anything stop you.”

· Say, “I showed determination when I decided to learn a new language even though I had never learned a different language before.”

· Tell the students to say the word determination along with a hand motion (e.g., thumb up, “a-ok”) if what is said shows determination.  Students are to shake their heads ‘no’ if what is said does not show determination.
· Trying to make friends with people on your new soccer team; giving up when someone tells you that you can’t do something; getting on your bike every day after school to try to learn how to ride a two-wheeler bicycle

· Explain a semantic feature analysis chart

· Semantic Feature Analysis uses a grid to help you explore how a group of ideas, people, or things are related to one another. By analyzing the grid you'll be able to see connections, make predictions and master important concepts. You'll also realize things that you don't know yet, so you will be able to connect and understand what you have learned.

· Show the sematic feature analysis chart and explain the different categories

· Physical challenges

· Legal barriers

· Family relationships

· Gender barriers

· Ageism

· Review the challenges and barriers on the sematic feature analysis chart by telling students that different people face different kinds of challenges when deciding to reach their goal and not let anything stop them.
· Have students work in groups to summarize what they learned about Jackie Robinson and Helen Keller.  Then, have students identify the different barriers or challenges each faced while attempting to achieve their goal.

· Model for students the thought process when generating examples of legal challenges (e.g., Rosa Parks, Susan B. Anthony)
· Have students work in groups to generate examples of physical challenges, family relationship challenges, gender barriers, and ageism barriers.
· Have groups share out to the class.

· Tell students that we will be reading fiction and informational texts about people who showed determination.
· Tell students that, as we read, we will think about the author of the text.  Reading is a conversation between the reader and the author.  Every author, before they write, thinks, “What do I have to say?” and “How am I going to say it?”

· Reread the text about Jackie Robinson.

· Have students complete the exit slip: What is it that the author wanted to say in this text? (pre-assessment for the unit).



Semantic Feature Analysis

	Person
	Physical Challenge
	Legal Barrier
	Gender Barrier
	Family Relationship
	Ageism
	Had a Mentor
	Reached the Goal

	Jackie Robinson
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Helen Keller
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ruby
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Amelia Earhart
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thomas (from Stealing Home)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Word Map




Word Map

Exit Slip


“Jackie Robinson”





What is it that the author wanted to say in this text?





Connected Words:





Different Meanings:





Determination





Related Words: (word roots)





Antonyms:





Determination





     indecision       hesitation     give up   doubtful





determine      determined       undetermined





         redetermine           predetermine





-Deciding to do something and not letting anything stop you





-a final decision








      decision       perseverance     stick-to-it-ness





challenges         character building          admirable   





       confidence       self-reliance           goals





     purposeful          hardships             set backs





Antonyms:





Connected Words:





Different Meanings:





Related Words: (word roots)









