



Twelfth Grade: Dramatic and Philosophical Journeys  Unit-at-a-glance-Calendar 
Essential Question: How do authors use conventions of grammar, word relationships, and nuance to develop fulfilled or unfulfilled dramatic and philosophical journeys.   
	Week One

	Lesson Plan 1, Lesson Seed 1

Text: Samuel Beckett’s : Endgame
Standards: RL.11-12.1,  

RL.11-12.3, RL.11-12.4, RL.11-12.10, W.9-10.10, SL.11-12.1. RI.11-12.2

Details: Unit opener: Analyze the author’s use of language, patterns of word changes, and conventional stage directions to create an unfulfilled journey.   
Model: Introduce Absurdist philosophy

Absurdism in art and philosophy: the Dada movement. Ex) Duchamp’s art led to Surrealism.

   Non-print text 

   Ex) of Dada: Marcel Duchamp’s     

   Mona Lisa (painting)

   Ex) of Surrealism: Salvador Dali

   -The Face of War (painting)

Collaborative Discussion:  How is the tone established in the post-nuclear war setting of the play? (word choice, character descriptions, stage directions, stage description) 
Routine Writing: Establish a writers’ journal to reflect on initial thoughts about types of characters in the short play.  Expand into a narrative essay for homework
Lesson Plan 1
Lesson Seed 1
	Lesson Seed 2

Text: Samuel Beckett’s Endgame
Standards: 

RL.11-12.1a, 3a.

RL.11-12.2:  

Details: Socratic Discussion
How do the characters establish identify in a post-apocalyptic world?
Collaborative Discussion:

 Endgame  -Author’s stylistic use of run on sentences, fragments, phrases and clauses to convey a tone of hope and despair as well as an absurdist theme.  
Lesson Seed 2
 
	Text :  Non-fiction texts

about nuclear development and the nuclear non-proliferation treaty of the 1970’s.

Standards:
W.11-12.7
Details: Additional texts: excerpts from The Manhattan project by Cynthia Kelly .  UDL – “Philosophical Chairs” activity about the question: Nuclear arms are necessary.

Writing: Research the nuclear arms races of the 1970’s and of North Korea and Iran today.  Demonstrate independence in research about the nuclear arms race of the 1940’s and of the contemporary nuclear programs developing in North Korea and Iran.  Demonstrate comprehension of materials and written expression using concise language to convey synthesized information.  


	Text : Review absurdist philosophy

Absurdism in art and philosophy: 
   Ex) of Surrealism: Salvador Dali 

   -Les Montres Molles 1968

Les Montres Molles (Persistence of Memory)  

Standards: RL.11-12.1a, 3a.

RL.11-12.2, SL.11-12.1
Details: Connection between non-print texts, philosophy
· Concept of time as askew
Close Text Reading:

 Waiting for Godot Act I
-Author’s stylistic use of run on sentences, fragments, phrases and clauses to convey a tone of hope and despair as well as an absurdist theme.  

-Analyze the author’s use of the conventional stage direction “silence” as sound. 

-Author’s stylistic use of puns for comedic effect.

Connection between non-print texts, philosophy, and Act I

· Concept of time as askew
	Lesson Plan 2

Text: 
Waiting for Godot Act I

Standards: 

RL.11-12.1a, 3a.

RL.11-12.2, SL.11-12.1 

Details: Text analysis:
Author’s use of ellipsis in Act I of Godot to create a delayed journey for Vladimir and Estragon.
Contemporary connection

Waiting for Elmo parody

Lesson Plan 2



	Week Two

	Text: 
Waiting for Godot Act I

Standards: 

RL.11-12.1a, 3a.

RL.11-12.2, SL.11-12.1 

Details: Close text reading

Author’s use of sentence fragments, puns, and phrases to highlight biblical allusions and direct references to the New Testament Act I of Godot 


	Lesson Plan 3
Text:

Act II – Waiting for Godot
 “The Hollowmen” by T.S. Elliot

Standards

RL.11-12.1, RL.11-12.4, RL.11-12.5, RL.11-12.7, RL. 11-12.10, L.11-12.3, L.11-12.4a, L.11-12.5, W.11-12.4, W.11-12.5, W.11-12.7, SL.11-12.1, SL.11-12.2, SL.11-12.4: 
Details: Close reading of “The Hollowmen”  Collaborative Discussion: Waiting for Godot
Connection between poems and text

-characters without purpose

-characters in purgatory

-characters without hope
Lesson Plan 3
Task 1
Task 2
Task 3
Task 3 Resource 1
Task 4
Rubric

	Text Model: Waiting for Godot
Standards

RL.11-12.1:  

RL.11-12.2:  
RL.11-12.3:  

RL.11-12.4:   

RL.11-12.5:  

RL.11-12.6:  

Details: For Act II –

Read and analyze the text for the use of the stage direction “silence” as its own sound or character in the text.

RL.11-12.2:  - with the concept of “silence” as its own sound
	Text: 

Waiting for Godot

Standards: 
RL.11-12.1, W.11-12.1
Details: Non-print text

Salvador Dali’s -The sacrament of the Last Supper
Connection between poems and non-print

· Whom or what is Godot? 

Argument Essay:

Argument Essay: Whom or what is Godot?


	Lesson Seed 3

Text: Waiting for Godot and Endgame.

Standards: 
SL.11-12.1

Details: Non-print text concluding interpretation.

Identify elements of existentialism and absurdist in art.  

Relate ideas from both plays to art.
Routine Writing:

Select on image to compare thematic elements of either absurdist or existentialism to one of the two plays.
Lesson Seed 3


	Supplemental Materials:


Alternative Research Project: Author/time period/ philosophy research   Lesson Seed 4    Resource 1
Extension: Film clip interpretation Lesson Seed 5
	Notes:

According to the common core K-12 standards, students were previously introduced to narrative elements of the bible in 8th grade through the ELA 8.9 RL and in 9th-10th grade in ELA RL 9-10.9
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