Grade 12 English: Dramatic and Philosophical Journeys
Lesson Seed #4 

	Lesson seeds are ideas that can be used to build a lesson aligned to the CCSS. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.

When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


	Seed #2: Title/ Focus Short Research Project

	Background:

Up to this point students have examined “The Hollow Men” by T. S. Eliot, Endgame by Beckett, and they are about to start Waiting for Godot. This is a good point to allow students to research topics which would give them greater understanding of the time period, both historically and culturally, and the authors’ lives which often impact what they write. Research topics could include finding information about T. S. Eliot and Samuel Beckett, exploring any of the time periods between 1915 and 1935. This time period spans World War I to the beginning of the causes of World War II. Students could draw conclusions about why Eliot’s and Becket’s writings reflected the historical and cultural times.  The topics of existentialism and Theatre of the Absurd could also be investigated. 


	Text Model:  Various Research Sources
When considering the research topics, teachers may want to consider how students should conduct the research – independently or in small groups. For ELL and struggling students, teachers may want to limit the research topics or develop specific research questions for students to answer. 

Teachers need to consider the amount of time this project should take. The minimum amount of time would be two days which would include two class periods and as homework. Some student groups will need more class supervision and direction especially if there is no internet access in the home.

Teachers will need to consider the possible ways students can present the research information, perhaps giving students choices – written reports, oral reports, or a combination of both. Other suggestions could include prezi presentations, power points, blogs, 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions. See Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.



	Unit Standards Applicable to This Seed

Reading Informational Text
CCSS.RI.11-12.1,7

1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information resented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem.

Writing

CCSS.W.11-12.2, 7, 8, 9a, 10

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation.

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

a. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works of American literature, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics”).

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening

CCSS. SL.11-12.4, 5, 6

4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinctive perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks.

5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasonings, and evidence and to add interest.

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

Language

CCSS.L.11-12.1, 2

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

	Brief Description of the Seed

Student Outcomes:

1. Students will choose a topic/question to research

2. Students will research authoritative print and digital sources to generate evidence to support their chosen topics

3. Students will evaluate the reliability and objectivity of sources and evidence that support their topics

4. Students will present their research in a format approved by the teacher

Possible research topics:
1. Explore the life of T. S. Eliot in relationship to the ideas/themes found in “The Hollow Men”.
2. Explore the life of Samuel Becket in relationship to his ideas/themes in Endgame.
3. How is “The Hollow Men” a reflection of the time period after World War I?
4. What is meant by “the American Dream” and how is this concept related to “The Hollow Men”? How is the American Dream and “The Hollow Men” still present in today’s world?
5. Compare and contrast The Great Gatsby and “The Hollow Men”
6. What is Existentialism? 

7. What is the Theatre of the Absurd?

Materials, etc.

1. Students will need the use of computers/Media Center

2. Suggestions for ways to present the information

3. Presentation rubric

4. Review of how to determine reliable sources

5. Review of note taking, citing sources, avoiding plagiarism



