

English Language Arts Lesson Plan 1 
	Grade: 12
	Unit Title: Dramatic and Philosophical Journeys
	Length: 1 day



	Context

	Students will use information provided about Absurdist art and philosophy to evaluate no-print texts representing the movement.  Students will then read the short play Endgame by Samuel Beckett and analyze the author’s use of language, patterns of word changes, and conventional stage directions to create an unfulfilled journey.   

	Essential Question

	How do authors use conventions of grammar, word relationships, and nuance to develop fulfilled or unfulfilled dramatic and philosophical journeys.   

	Unit Standards

	Reading Literature
RL.11-12.1.  - Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
RL.11-12.3.  - Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed).
RL.11-12.4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.)
RL.11-12.10 - By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 11-CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Reading Informational Text

RI.11-12.2 - Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text
Writing

W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Speaking and Listening

SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively

	Text Models for Lessons and Lesson Seeds

	DAY 1

1. Warm up-
Introduce students to a definition and the basic concept of Absurdist philosophy and Theater of the Absurd.

Briefly introduce the Dada movement as it emerged after World War I.  
2. Have students read and take critical notes on the non-fiction article
Article:  “Distorted Realities:  Existentialism in the Works of Salvador Dali” by Grace Rochfort - http://www.agorajournal.org/2006/distorted%20realities.pdf 
Note: that the Dada movement led to surrealism and provide a brief “sketch” of the artists involved with that movement.  

Teacher Resources: 

Absurdist Philosophy and Theater

http://www.arts.gla.ac.uk/Slavonic/Absurd.htm
Dada

http://www.nga.gov/exhibitions/2006/dada/cities/index.shtm
http://www.nga.gov/press/exh/202/index.shtm
http://www.nga.gov/exhibitions/dadainfo.shtm
http://www.nga.gov/exhibitions/2006/dada/artists/mduchamp.shtm
http://www.nga.gov/exhibitions/2006/dada/artists/mduchamp-fs.shtm
Surrealism
http://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-liverpool/exhibition/surrealism
http://www.tate.org.uk/search/Dali
3. Have students apply aspects of absurdism and the Dada movement to the non-print art pieces of Duchamp and Dali
 Non-print text for analysis
   Ex) of Dada: Marcel Duchamp’s     

   Mona Lisa (painting)

http://www.nga.gov/exhibitions/2006/dada/images/artwork/202-182.shtm
   Ex) of Surrealism: Salvador Dali

   -The Face of War (painting)
· view and analyze a variety of non-print  texts by apply strategies for analyzing a variety of non-print texts and recording evidence from that analysis

· analyze and evaluate the impact of artistic choices on the meaning and tone of a non-print text

· analyze non-print texts for their use of devices such as allusion, symbolism, satire, sarcasm, irony, understatement, ambiguity, etc.
Routine Writing

Select three elements of absurdism, existentialism, or surrealist and explain how they are specifically evident in one of the two non-print sources.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

	Interdisciplinary Connections

	Art, Social Studies


	Additional Resources

	Teacher Resources: 

Absurdist Philosophy and Theater

http://www.arts.gla.ac.uk/Slavonic/Absurd.htm
Dada

http://www.nga.gov/exhibitions/2006/dada/cities/index.shtm
http://www.nga.gov/press/exh/202/index.shtm
http://www.nga.gov/exhibitions/dadainfo.shtm
http://www.nga.gov/exhibitions/2006/dada/artists/mduchamp.shtm
http://www.nga.gov/exhibitions/2006/dada/artists/mduchamp-fs.shtm
Surrealism

http://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-liverpool/exhibition/surrealism
http://www.tate.org.uk/search/Dali
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