

Grade 11 English: Writers on Writing
Lesson Seed #1

	Lesson seeds are ideas that can be used to build a lesson aligned to the CCSS. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.
When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.



	Seed #1: Unit introduction

	Text Model:
Clips from the Digital Archive of Literacy Narratives, and an excerpt from Bronwyn T. Williams’ article, “Heroes, Rebels, and Victims: Students Identity in Literacy Narratives”

IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions. See Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.


	Unit Standards Applicable to This Seed

Reading
RI.11-12.1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
RI.11-12.2: Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text.
RI.11-12.7: Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem.
RI.11-12.10: By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades
11–CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Writing
W.11-12.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening
SL.11-12.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.


	Brief Description of the Seed
· Pose the following questions: Is listening to an audio book reading?  Would you read using an e-reader or your phone?  Should graphic novels be considered literature?  Is blogging real writing?  
· Discuss and introduce the idea of literacy.  Elicit a basic definition: reading and writing.  Ask students if they have heard catch phrases using the word literacy (digital literacy, technology literacy, cultural literacy, information literacy, visual literacy, etc.).  Discuss what it means to be a literate individual? 
· Share the digital literacy archives and discuss why so many people want to write about and share their experiences with literacy.  
· Explain that this type of writing is called a literacy narrative, and that it is a common assignment in beginning composition courses at college.  Have students read pages 342-344 in Bronwyn T. Williams’ article “Heroes, Rebels, and Victims: Student Identities in Literacy Narratives.” Discuss the narrative structures she describes, and the identities students often adopt: hero (lone struggler or self-reflective), rebel, child prodigy, award winner, outcast).  In the discussion, make connections to the hero’s journey or other literary structures.  Discuss why these identities are so common.
· Watch clips from narratives on the Digital Archive that display one or more of these identities or that discuss the importance of literacy.  Discuss the connections between the clips and Williams’ article as well as how the speakers convey the perspectives of literacy.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Students write a brief response explaining why literacy is important and how it influenced the identity of the speakers.  Identify and analyze patterns evident in the narratives. The response should synthesize the class discussion, the article, and the clip(s).   

Resources
· Digital Archive of Literacy Narratives http://daln.osu.edu/handle/2374.DALN/1
· Bronwyn T. Williams’ article “Heroes, Rebels, and Victims: Student Identities in Literacy Narratives” http://people.cohums.ohio-state.edu/selfe2/daln/Resources/Readings/Literacy%20Narratives.Williams.pdf
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