Instructional Lesson Plan

English Language Arts
	Grade: PreK
	Unit Title: How Things Change?     Week One:  How do things around us change?



	Week One/Day Two: Lesson Overview -  Retelling

	· This lesson can be competed in one day.
· After re-reading the story, Little Mouse’s Big Secret, students use actions to retell how the apple tree changed as it grew.

	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	· Bring in 3-4 red pom-poms or cut out paper apples for each student.

· Find a picture of a tree that can be shown to students

· Create set of three drawings showing growth of a tree that can be copied and given to pairs or small groups of students for sequencing.

	Essential Question

	How do the characters in the story change?

	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	RL.PK.1 With modeling and prompting, answer questions about details in a text. 

RL.PK.2 With modeling and support, retell familiar stories/poems.
RL.PK.7 With modeling and support tell how the illustrations support the story.

W.PK.3 With modeling and support, use a combination of drawing, dictating, or developmentally appropriate writing to communicate a personal story about a single event and tell about the event in a meaningful sequence.

SL.PK.4 Describe familiar people, places, things and events with modeling and support.

	Student Outcomes

	· Students will retell how the apple tree in the story changed using actions and drawings with modeling and support.
· Students will tell how illustrations show changes in the growth of a tree or plant with modeling and support.


	Materials

	·  Little Mouse’s Big Secret by Éric Batttut; Sterling Children’s Books, 2011. Alternate texts could include The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle.
· Picture of a tree
· Happy Everything CD, Track 6, “Apple Tree” by Dr. Jean

· 3-4 red pom-poms or cut out apples for each student
· Set of three drawings showing the growth of a tree, one set for each pair or small group of students

· Document camera (optional)

· Drawing paper, one sheet per child

	Pre-Assessment

	· This unit was prepared for teachers to use in the spring of the school year.  With this in mind teachers will be able to pre-assess students via whole group, small group, and/or one-to-one discussions regarding the students’ background knowledge, reading readiness skills and oral language skills. As an example for this lesson teachers might show students a picture of a tree. Ask the students to describe the picture and then tell about how a tree and or plants change as they grow. Look for the use of sequence words such as first, then, last.

	Lesson Procedure

	· Display/write and read aloud the word change, then review its meaning by discussing changes from the previous lesson. Sing “Apple Tree” and act out with student. Tell students that today you will be re-reading Little Mouse’s Big Secret and ask them to look carefully at how the apple tree in the story changes as it grows.

· Re-read the story, then ask the following questions: What happened to the apple after mouse hid it?  How did the tree change as it grew? Where did all the apples at the end of the story come from?
· Look back at the drawing of the tree (if available use a document camera). Discuss how the drawings of the tree change. Ask the students: How did the illustrator draw the tree at first? How did the illustrator show that the tree was growing? How else did the illustrator show that the tree was changing?
· Give children red pom-poms or red paper apples and model the growth of a tree. With children act out the changes of the tree from a small apple seed (children crouched low to the ground), young sprout (standing part way up), tree (standing tall with arms out), and back to apples (opening hands to show the red pom-poms). Tell about changes in the tree using sequence words such as first, next, then, last, as you act them out with children.
· Finally, have the children draw a series of three pictures showing how the apple tree in the story or another plant from their own experience changed as it grew. Ask children to share in pairs or small groups how their plant pictures change. Encourage children to use sequence words.

	Lesson Closure

	Using copies of the plant drawings made by students or teacher-made drawings, have students work together in pairs or small groups to place three pictures in the correct order. Then ask students to tell how they knew which picture was first, next, and last using detail from the drawings. Review with students how pictures like the ones students drew and those in the story can help us to learn about stories.
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