ELA Unit Components

Grade: K

Length of Unit:  3 Weeks
Unit Title:   Caring About Myself and Others

	Unit Overview


	The unit, Caring About Myself and Others, builds on students’ unfolding awareness of both self and others.  Week One refines knowledge of the students’ physical self as well as the changes that occur as we grow.  Throughout the week students transition from self-awareness to an increasingly sensitive awareness of others.   Week Two focuses on families and the roles and contributions of family members.  Week Three shifts from the foci of self and family to the larger context of the child’s place in the school. Students will engage in interactive reading, writing and speaking activities as they continue to build their foundational skills.  The lessons in the unit include songs, poems, videos, and a variety of literary and informational texts. Lesson seeds are provided as impetus for teachers to plan and extend on unit topics and ideas. Ongoing assessment is encouraged to monitor student understanding.  Students participate in a technology project that will be ongoing.

	Essential Question 



	· How do I learn about myself and others?


	Unit Standards

	RL.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

RL.K.3 With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story.

RL.K.5 Recognize common types of texts (e.g., storybooks, poems)

RL.K.10 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.

RI.K.1 With prompting and support ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

RI.K.5 Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book.

RI.K.6 Name the author and illustrator of a text and define the role of each in presenting the ideas or information in a text.

RI.K. 7 With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the text in which they appear (e.g., what person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration depicts).

RI.K. 10 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.

RF.K.1 Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.

a. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.

b. Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific sequences of letters.

c. Understand that words are separated by spaces in print.

d. Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase letters of the alphabet

RF.K.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.

c.   Read common high-frequency words by sight (e.g., the, of, to, you, my, is, are, do).
RF.K.4 Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding.

SL.K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

SL.K.2 Confirm understanding of text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is not understood.

SL.K.3 Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is not understood.

SL.K.4 Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide additional detail.

SL.K.5 Add drawing or visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail.

SL.K.6 Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

L.K.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar  and usage when writing or speaking

L.K.6: Use words and phrases acquired through conversation reading and being read to and responding to text.

W.K.2 Use a combination of drawing, writing, dictating to compose informative – explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic.

W.K.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects.


	Student Outcomes



	· Students will be able to recognize different types of texts, distinguishing songs, poems, and stories.

· Students will engage in group reading experiences with purpose and understanding.

· Students will follow words from left to right, top to bottom.

· Students will recognize that spoken words can be represented in written language.

· Students will read emergent-reader text during shared reading of poems.

· Students will participate in conversations about kindergarten topics and texts.

· Students will answer questions about key details in a text.

· Students will write and illustrate a language experience story.
· Students will use prior knowledge and experiences to make connections to the text.

· Students will generate questions as they make connections to the text/learning experience.

· Students will examine, discuss, and interpret the stages of human growth by sequencing pictures.
· Students will engage in shared reading and writing about kindergarten topics.
· Students will recognize and name letters of the alphabet.

· Students will follow words from left to right, top to bottom.

· Students will recognize that spoken words can be represented in written language.

· Students will read emergent-reader text during shared reading of poems.

· Students will answer questions about key details in a text.

· Students will ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
· Students will demonstrate foundational skills during shared reading and writing activities.
· Students will speak clearly to express ideas and events. 
· Students will use drawing and dictating to produce an informative piece about School Helpers
· Students will use technology to produce and enhance a class project.


	Model Texts

	Week One: How do people age, grow, and change over time?
Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day by Judith Viorst

Curious George by H.A. Rey

Leo, the Late Bloomer by Robert Kraus 

The Paper Bag Princess by Robert Munsch

Sylvester and the Magic Pebble by William Steig

Tough Boris by Mem Fox

Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak

Yoko by Rosemary Wells

Cleversticks by Bernard Ashley, illustrated by Derek Brazell (Dragonfly Books, 1995). 

Grumpy Bird by Jeremy Tankard (Scholastic Press, 2007).

Wemberly Worried by Kevin Henkes (Greenwillow, 2000). 

Bee-Bim Bop by Linda Sue Park, illustrated by Ho Baek Lee (Clarion Books, 2005). 

Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary Tale by Mo Willems (Hyperion Books for Children, 2004) 

Ladybug Girl by Jackie Davis, illustrated by David Soman (Dial Books, 2008). 

The Opposite by Tom MacRae, illustrated by Elena Odriozola (Peachtree Publishers, 2006)

The Pout-Pout Fish by Deborah Diesen, illustrated by Dan Hanna (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2008). 

My Bag and Me! by Karen Farmer, illustrated by Gary Currant (Penton Kids, 2008). 

Dinosaurs Alive and Well: A Guide to Good Health by Marc Tolon Brown and Laurene Krasny Brown (Little, Brown, 1992).
Week Two: How do members of a family help and care for each other?
A Chair for My Mother by Vera B. Williams
Clifford the Big Red Dog by Norman Bridwell 

Frog and Toad Are Friends by Arnold Lobel 

Madeline by Ludwig Bemelmans

My Father’s Dragon by Ruth Stiles Gannett 

Mama Panya's Pancakes: A Village Tale From Kenya by Mary and Richard Chamberlin, illustrated by Julia Cairns (Barefoot Books, 2006).

The Kissing Hand by Audrey Penn (Child & Family Press, 1993). 

A Case of Mistaken Identity by Mo Willems (Hyperion Books for Children, 2007). 

Fall Leaves Fall by Zoe Hall, illustrated by Shari Halpern (Scholastic Trade, 2001). 

The Three Snow Bears by Jan Brett (Putnam, 2007). 

Bea & Mr. Jones by Amy Schwartz (Harcourt, 2006, originally published in 1982). 

Cornelius P. Mud, Are You Ready for Bed? by Barney Saltzberg (Candlewick Press, 2005). 

Link to NAEYC book list about Families: http://tyc.naeyc.org/articles/pdf/Childrensbooksaboutfamilies.pdf
Week Three: Who are the people in my school?  How do they help me and others?
Froggy Gets Dressed or Froggy Goes to School by Jonathan London 
How to Be a Friend: A Guide to Making Friends and Keeping Them by Laurie Kransy Brown and Marc Brown (Little Brown Young Readers, 1998)
Miss Bindergarten Gets Ready for Kindergarten by Joseph Slate

Friends at School by Rochelle Bunnett, photography by Matt Brown (Star Bright Books, 1995)

Look Out, Kindergarten, Here I Come by Nancy Carlson (Harcourt Children's Books, 2002). 

Miss Nelson is Missing! By Harry Allard and James Marshall 
Be My Neighbor by Maya Ajmera, John D. Ivanko, Global Fund for Children and Fred Rogers


	Assessments



	The teacher will determine what the students know (skills, experiences, background, & motivation) in preparation for teaching lessons.

· Pre-assessment of sight words to determine sentence frame for predictable chart. 

· Pre-assessment of concepts of print – directionality, one-to-one correspondences between spoken and written words (informal observations during small group reading or Daily Message)

· Pre-assessment of oral language – necessary for ELL, Speech and Language, and some Special Ed. students

· Pre-assessment of content knowledge and student interest – informal observations



	Lesson Plans



	The lesson plans were designed for heterogeneous classes.  When teachers implement these plans, they should consider the skills and special needs of their students and make adjustments accordingly.  Apply appropriate elements of UDL.

The following websites provide alternate strategies and information for differentiation of lesson:  

English Language Learners

http://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
Gifted Children

National Association for Gifted Children

http://www.nagc.org/
Special Education and 504 LD Online

http://www.ldonline.org/educators
http://marylandlearninglinks.org


	Lesson Seeds



	The lesson seeds included are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.

	Interdisciplinary connections – literacy


	Physical Education Connection
· Students use activity poem Stand on one Foot to exercise and rhyme about things they can do.  Have students add additional actions.
Science Connection

· Provide pictures of cats & kittens, dogs & puppies, a pod of porpoises, or a flock of geese to initiate investigations about animal families and the roles and responsibilities of their members.

Technology Connection

· Students will also use technology to add to the yearlong project, Family Message Journal, on www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resource.org .

ESL Connection

· My Family- Lesson teaches vocabulary about family members: http://www.english-4kids.com/kidsvideos/beginnervideos/family/family.html 

Math Connection

· Students learn and practice telling time to the hour.  Students make paper plate clocks and practice telling time with a partner.



	Additional Resources

	· Song:  Head Shoulders, Knees and Toes http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JsneD4gImZY 

· Song: Growing http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y5Vi3Nuf6NQ 

· Poem:  I Look in the Mirror

· Interactive Activity:  Say and Touch

· Poem: My Shadow by Robert Louis Stevenson from A Child’s Garden of Verses
· Song:  Growing by Hap Palmer

· Song: You’re Growing Up by Fred Rogers: http://pbskids.org/rogers/songLyricsYouAreGrowing.html
· Poem: Learning by Judith Viorst

· Songs about families, such as We Are Family by Jack Hartman (MP3 Download), or This is My Family (about different family configurations) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dH5RTW0gh30&feature=related
· Sid The Science Guy: Special Breakfast for Mom: http://pbskids.org/video/.

· My Family clip naming family members: http://pbskids.org/video/
· Poem:  Family

· Video, I Love My Family http://pbskids.org/video/?pid=89IQQecN8xAQRER8RiaTApwpt1sP0dWB&category=Between%20the%20Lions.

· Song, Days of The Week http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OPzIbbvoiMA&feature=related
· Song This is My Family (about different family configurations) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dH5RTW0gh30&feature=related 

· Song:  Alphabet Rap  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wL1ADN1sVVc&feature=related
· Poem: Kindergarten Here We Come

· Song:  Kindergarten Here We Come http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LffOERmvkos 

· Song: This Is The Way We Go to School: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fsIb5L0_pGY 

· Interactive Song: The Wheels On The Bus: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Dx8Yd-0i5Q&feature=related 

· Video, My School: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wynGwYrTI7E
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