Grade 8: Overcoming Societal Challenges


                                           Lesson Seed: 17
How do we find the strength within to overcome a challenge that is beyond our control?

Lesson Seed:  Unit Summative Assessment
Lesson Seed Prototype

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


Text:  All texts used throughout unit
Focus Standards

R.8.I1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text
RI.8. 2  Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

RI.8.3 Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).

W.8.1  Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

· Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

· Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

· Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

· Establish and maintain a formal style.

· Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.

W.8.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
W.8.5  With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 8.)
W.8.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

Additional Standards Addressed in Lesson Seed

RI.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature and literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

W.8.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others.
W.8.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics of texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. (For a finer view of SL1, check supporting standards 1a, 1b, 1c, and 1d.)
SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
L.8.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

L.8.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

L.8.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (For a finer view of L4, check supporting standards 4a, 4b, 4c, and 4d.)
L.8.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. (For a finer view of L5, check supporting standards 5a, 5b, and 5c.)
L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities
· Have students complete a new copy of the unit’s anticipation guide.  Afterward, have them compare and contrast their responses to the ones from the beginning of the unit.
· In  writing, have students reflect on how and why their views have changed as a result of the work they completed in the unit. Their reflections should use evidence from the unit to support the reasons for the change.  Volunteers may share their reflections; however, students should not be required to share.
· Have students synthesize evidence from three or more texts (digital and non-digital) that they have examined throughout the unit and write an argument about the way individuals address societal challenges beyond their control. In order to do this, students may respond to a writing prompt such as the one below. Since this is the unit summative assessment, it is suggested that students follow all phases of the writing process  as specified in W.8.5.


Throughout this unit, you have read, heard, viewed, and researched situations where individuals have had to overcome societal challenges beyond their control.  Reflect on the methods that these individuals used to find the strength within to overcome these challenges.  Write a claim about the way individuals handle societal challenges beyond their control.  If appropriate, acknowledge and distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims.  Support the claim with clear reasons and relevant evidence from the unit’s print and non-print text and from your research.
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