Instructional Lesson Plan

English Language Arts


	Grade: 8
	Unit Title:  Overcoming Societal Challenges                 Lesson: 3 

	Lesson Overview

	This lesson focuses on a close reading of four diary entries from the text of Anne Frank’s actual diary, The Diary of a Young Girl.   Activities in this lesson will help prepare students for the Literature Circles in which they will be participating later in the unit.  By the end of the lesson, students find evidence from the texts that supports Anne’s ability to find strength in order to cope with challenges beyond her control. This lesson gives the teacher the option of having students participate in small group discussions centered on one diary entry or all four diary entries.   The number of small group discussions in which each student participates, will determine the number of days that it will take to complete this lesson.

	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	· Prior to this lesson, the teacher should have assigned students the following excerpts from the text of Anne’s actual diary, A Diary of a Young Girl.  Students should have been directed to look for evidence as they read, of Anne’s character and of ways that she copes with her challenges and with her situation.  Students may use sticky-notes or highlighters to indicate the evidence they find.  As a differentiation, students may be assigned one of the readings, instead of all four.

· Wednesday, 23 February, 1944 

· Saturday, 7 November, 1942

· Sunday, 2 January, 1944 

· Saturday, 15 July, 1944 

· Analyze the lesson for strategic placement of formative assessments. 
· Prepare the materials listed in the Materials section of this Lesson Plan.

· Teacher should have a deep understanding of the specified excerpts from the actual diary, The Diary of a Young Girl.

· Organize literature circle groups; the teacher should decide how the group leader, recorders, and reporters for each station will be identified.  They may be assigned by the teacher or chosen by each group.
The following suggestions may be utilized to differentiate the lesson appropriately based on the individual needs of students.

· Apply appropriate elements of UDL: 

· Download the excerpt of the play (consider using an I pod) as a means of representation for students who need to hear as well as read the play and tape the excerpts of the actual diary text as a means of representation for students who need to hear as well as read the speech.  Where available use Kurzweil.

· Develop additional leveled, text dependent questions to guide discussion of the excerpts from The Diary of a Young Girl.
· Create a paper or electronic version of a graphic organizer to guide discussion of the excerpts from The Diary of a Young Girl.
· Extension activities could include visiting the Anne Frank website http://www.annefrank.org/
· For Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) see www.marylandlearninglinks.org or on FaceBook at http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=wizard#!/pages/Maryland-Learning-Links/129304937184895
· Apply WIDA Performance Definitions and CAN DO Descriptors to differentiate lesson for English Language Learners.

· Provide illustrations or photographs to illustrate the themes of the poem/text

· Create a personalized dictionary with vocabulary from the excerpts from The Diary of a Young Girl;  use pictures if possible. 

· Use of bilingual dictionary

	Essential Question

	How do we find the strength within to overcome challenges that are beyond our control?

	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
W.8.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
SL.8.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

L.8.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

L.8.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

	Student Outcomes

	· Students will analyze closely diary excerpts from The Diary of a Young Girl (diary) to find evidence that supports Anne’s ability to find strength in order to cope with challenges beyond her control.
· Students will participate effectively in a collaborative literature circle discussion to share the findings of their analysis of excerpts from The Diary of a Young Girl.
· Students will demonstrate understanding by composing an explanatory text. 

	Materials

	· Four excerpts from The Diary of a Young Girl (Anne Frank’s actual diary) 

· Wednesday, 23 February, 1944 

· Saturday, 7 November, 1942

· Sunday, 2 January, 1944 

· Saturday, 15 July, 1944 

· Sticky-notes or highlighters will be needed for students to examine the diary entries.

· A piece of chart paper or a piece of bulletin board paper and markers for each student group.
· Optional, printed or posted, discussion leader questions for each group.


	Pre-Assessment

	· Students should be pre-assessed on their ability to work in cooperative groups such as those in literature circles or Socratic Seminar.  If students have little prior experience with seminar discussions, the teacher should structure the groups more rigidly, assigning roles, and establishing strict rules for seminar discussion.  Experienced groups can have more freedom to choose their own roles and rules.

	 Lesson Procedure

	· Divide class into stations for each of the four reading.  Depending upon class size, there may be two stations for each reading.  Students should have previously read the passages assigned to each station from The Diary of a Young Girl (diary).

· Procedure A:  If students have read all four passages, they should rotate among the four stations, taking turns (or teacher assigning different students) in the role of discussion leader. Participating in all four discussion stations will take more than one class period.

· Procedure B: If students read only one of the four passages and are only participating in one discussion group, provide chart paper and assign a discussion leader, recorder, and reporter for each station. (If desired, two recorders/reporters may be chosen—one for the summary and one for the chart.) On a separate piece of paper, students should compose a brief summary of the diary entry they were assigned.  Then students should title the chart paper, and record key discussion points regarding the evidence of how Anne finds strength to cope with her challenges, found in the specific diary entry assigned to them.  They should be prepared to share the summary and the evidence on the chart with the class.
· The discussion leader at each station poses the questions, directs students to the diary entry, and, allows students to have had a few minutes to reacquaint themselves with the entry (skimming their highlights/stickies). Then, the leader leads a discussion about the specific diary entry.  The discussion leader should emulate the teacher role, not offering opinions, only asking questions and prompting students to refer to the text to support their responses

· Wednesday, 23 February, 1944:  How is Anne coping?  What is Anne’s attitude in this diary entry?  The discussion leader should be sure to prompt participants to cite evidence from the text to support their answers.  Participants should note that Anne’s attitude is very positive/optimistic in this passage.  They should discuss the question, “How can Anne remain optimistic in spite of her challenges? How does that attitude help Anne to find strength to cope with her challenges/ situation?”  

· Saturday, 7 November, 1942:  What is Anne’s attitude in this diary entry?  How is Anne coping with her challenges/situation? The discussion leader should be sure to prompt participants to cite evidence from the text to support their answers. Participants should note and cite evidence of Anne’s relationship/feelings about her father, as opposed to her mother.” How Anne finding strength to cope with her challenges/ situation in this diary entry?”   
· Sunday, 2 January, 1944: What is Anne’s attitude in this diary entry?  How is Anne coping with her challenges/situation? The discussion leader should be sure to prompt participants to cite evidence from the text to support their answers.  “How is writing in the diary, helping Anne to find strength to deal with her challenges?”

· Saturday, 15 July, 1944: What is Anne’s attitude in this diary entry?  How is Anne coping with her challenges/situation?  The discussion leader should be sure to prompt participants to cite evidence from the text to support their answers. Participants should note and discuss Anne’s relationship with Peter, citing text evidence to support their observations.  
· Procedure A:  For students who have rotated and participated in discussions on all four diary entries:

· After students have finished participating in the fourth (final) station, ask students to remain in that station. Provide each group with chart paper and a marker. Each group/station should choose a recorder and reporter.  Display the following statement:  Think about yesterday’s discussion of Anne’s contradictory personality traits and today’s literature circle discussions.  What are the main ways that Anne found the strength within to cope with challenges beyond her control? 
· Groups should title the chart paper and list their answers; then post it in the room.

· The teacher should allow reporters for each group to report their groups’ findings.
· Procedure B:  For students who have only participated in one discussions on only one of the four diary entries:

· Students should have already written a brief summary of the diary excerpt and should have recorded, on chart paper, key discussion points regarding the evidence of how Anne finds strength to cope with her challenges, found in the specific diary entry assigned to them.  These should be posted around the room.
· Allow time for each group to share their summary and the key points on the chart paper posted around the room.  
· Display the following statement:  Think about yesterday’s discussion of Anne’s contradictory personality traits and today’s literature circle discussions.  What are the main ways that Anne found the strength within to cope with challenges beyond her control? 

· As students raise their hands the teacher can record their observations on the chalkboard, overhead projector, or document camera.

	Lesson Closure

	· Have students respond to the following writing prompt:
Anne has a variety of ways to find strength within to cope with the challenges she is faced. Think of other ways she could cope with her challenges. Think about your own challenges.  What are your ways of coping with your challenges?  How do you see yourself in any of Anne’s actions? Write about one of the following:

· Describe your challenges and ways that you cope with them.  Compare them with the methods Anne uses to cope with her challenges. Explain what Anne could learn from you or what you could learn from her.
· Describe other ways that Anne could find strength within to cope with her challenges. Cite reasons and specific text references and/or evidence.
· Explain whether or not you think Anne is successful in coping with her challenges.  Cite specific text evidence to support your opinion. 
· Homework/Classwork to be completed prior to next lesson:  Have students read Act 1, Scenes 4 and 5, as well as the diary, Tuesday, 10 November 1942 – Monday, 7 December 1942, noting conflicting information.  


R/ELA.MSDE.6/22/2012



                3

