Instructional Lesson Plan

English Language Arts


	Grade: 8
	Unit Title:  Overcoming Societal Challenges                 Lesson: 2 

	Lesson Overview

	This lesson focuses on a close reading of Act 1, Scenes 1 and 2 from The Diary of Anne Frank (play) to identify contradicting character traits of Anne.  By the end of the lesson, students find evidence from the texts that support contradicting character traits for Anne, identify the evidence that most strongly supports the contradicting characteristics, and discuss how these contradicting traits help Anne find the strength to cope with the challenges beyond her control.

	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	· Prior to this lesson, students should have read Act 1, Scenes 2 & 3 of the play, The Diary of Anne Frank.

· Analyze the lesson for strategic placement of formative assessments. 
· Prepare the materials listed in the Materials section of this Lesson Plan.
· Teacher should have a deep understanding of Act 1, Scenes 1 & 2 of the drama, The Diary of Anne Frank.
· Teacher should prepare excerpts from the text of Anne’s actual diary, A Diary of a Young Girl for students to read for homework:  
· Wednesday, 23 February, 1944 

· Saturday, 7 November, 1942

· Sunday, 2 January, 1944 

· Saturday, 15 July, 1944 
The following suggestions may be utilized to differentiate the lesson appropriately based on the individual needs of students.

· Apply appropriate elements of UDL: 

· Download the excerpt of the play (consider using an I pod) as a means of representation for students who need to hear as well as read the play and tape the excerpts of the actual diary text as a means of representation for students who need to hear as well as read the speech.  Where available use Kurzweil.

· Develop additional leveled, text dependent questions to guide discussion of Scenes 1 and 2 of the drama The Diary of Anne Frank
· Extension activities could include visiting the Anne Frank website http://www.annefrank.org/
· For Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) see www.marylandlearninglinks.org or on FaceBook at http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=wizard#!/pages/Maryland-Learning-Links/129304937184895
· Apply WIDA Performance Definitions and CAN DO Descriptors to differentiate lesson for English Language Learners.

· Provide illustrations or photographs to illustrate the themes of the poem/text

· Create a personalized dictionary with vocabulary from Act 1, Scenes 1 and 2 used in the lesson; use pictures if possible. 

· Use of bilingual dictionary

	Essential Question

	How do we find the strength within to overcome a challenge that is beyond our control?

	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
W.8.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
SL.8.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

L.8.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
L.8.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

	Student Outcomes

	· Students will analyze closely the incidents in The Diary of Anne Frank (play) and The Diary of a Young Girl (diary) that reveal the multiple, contradicting character traits of Anne.

· Students will analyze how particular lines of the play reveal aspects of Anne’s character, choosing the textual evidence that most strongly supports analysis.
· Students will develop understanding that the contradictions in Anne’s personality help her to find the strength to deal with the challenges beyond her control.  

	Materials

	· Each student needs a copy of Act I, Scenes 2 and 3 from The Diary of Anne Frank (play).  

· Students will need to divide a piece of paper into two columns, one labeled “Evidence of Maturity” and one labeled “Evidence of Childishness”  or the teacher may provide a teacher-created organizer for them; however, it is recommended that students learn independence in creating their own organizers.  If the activity is completed as group work, the students will need chart paper or a strip of bulletin board paper in place of the organizer.


	Pre-Assessment

	· Students should be pre-assessed on their knowledge of how an author reveals a character’s traits. (Character traits can be revealed through the character’s thoughts, words, and actions or through direct statements from an author.  They can also be revealed through other characters’ thoughts, words, and actions about/toward the character.)  If students do not have knowledge of how an author reveals a character’s traits, the teacher should provide a mini-lesson on character traits.

· As a differentiation, each student could be provided a copy of a list of common character traits, such as the one in ReadWriteThink: http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson175/traits.pdf

	 Lesson Procedure

	· Display the quote below for students.  Ask students what this quote reveals about Anne’s character. Have students cite reasons/evidence for their opinions. 
“It’s difficult in times like these. Ideals, dreams and cherished hopes rise within us, only to be crushed by grim reality. It’s a wonder I haven’t abandoned all my ideals, they seem so absurd and impractical. Yet I cling to them because I still believe, in spite of everything, that people are truly good at heart.”
                                                                                                  – from The Diary of Anne Frank. July 15, 1944.
· Ask students if they think this quote reveals maturity or childishness on the part of Anne. Some students may believe that clinging to her ideals in the midst of the holocaust was childish; others may believe it is mature. Students may choose either trait; however, they should justify their answers with reasons/evidence and understand that it can be seen as both childish and mature.  

· Explain to students that they are going examine Act 1, Scenes 2 and 3 for evidence of maturity or childishness on behalf of Anne Frank. 
· Have students re-read Act I, Scenes 2 and 3 of the drama version, The Diary of Anne Frank, carefully indicating incidents where Anne acts childishly and places where she acts maturely. Students may divide a piece of paper into two columns, one labeled “Evidence of Maturity” and one labeled “Evidence of Childishness.”  Teacher should assign specific pages to students rather than having them examine all of both Scenes.  This activity may be completed individually, with partners, or in small groups.  If completed in small groups, provide chart paper.
· Students/partners/groups share with the class, the evidence in the text that where they believed that Anne acted maturely or childishly.  In some instances, the same piece of text could be interpreted either way, as long as students can justify their opinions.

· Discuss how Anne acts both childishly and maturely and explain that late in her diary, Anne refers to herself as a “little bundle of contradictions.”  Ask students to define the word, “contradiction.”  Use a Visual Thesaurus or display a dictionary definition; discuss the meaning of the word.  Ask students if they believe that Anne’s behavior, both mature and childish, is contradictory?  Display Anne’s definition of contradiction: Having a dual personality

· Through class discussion, cooperative learning groups, fishbowl discussion, or Socratic Seminar, have students discuss:

· In what way do you agree or disagree with Anne’s assessment of herself?  

· In what ways do Anne’s contradicting personalities show themselves?  Anne appears to have a “public” personality and a “private” deeper personality.  Students should be able to cite evidence of how her “public” personality differs from her “private” personality.  

· In what way is Anne’s behavior normal or unusual for a 13 year old girl? 
· Why can’t Anne show both parts of her personality to the world?  Cite evidence that the “private” Anne is not strong enough to be laughed at. 

· Review/summarize/remind students of Anne’s situation, her challenges from the previous lesson, and her own admission/recognition that she is a “little bundle of contradictions.”  

· Review the Essential Question, How do we find the strength within to overcome a challenge that is beyond our control?  Have students discuss and cite evidence of how the “contradictions” in Anne’s personality could be her way to find the “strength within” to cope with her challenges.  This discussion would also work well as a class discussion, cooperative learning groups, fishbowl discussion, or Socratic Seminar.

	Lesson Closure

	· Individually, in writing, have students to the following question:
How do the contradicting aspects of Anne’s personality help her to find the strength within to cope with the challenges beyond her control? (Students must refer to evidence from the text in supporting their answers.)

· Homework:  In preparation for the next lesson, the teacher should assign students the following excerpts from the text of Anne’s actual diary, A Diary of a Young Girl.  Students should be directed to look for evidence as they read, of Anne’s character and of ways that she copes with her challenges and situation.  Students may use sticky-notes or highlighters to indicate the evidence they find.  As a differentiation, students may be assigned one of the readings, instead of all four.
· Wednesday, 23 February, 1944 

· Saturday, 7 November, 1942

· Sunday, 2 January, 1944 

· Saturday, 15 July, 1944 
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