Grade 7: The Choices We Make




            Lesson Seed: 5
Lesson Seed Prototype

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


Text(s): 
· Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story (Chapters 1 – 3)
Focus Standards
RL.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RL.7.3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot).
W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
W.7.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
SL.7.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
SL.7.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
Additional Standards Addressed in Lesson Seed
RL.7.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently.
W.7.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clarity.

SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
L.7.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

L.7.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  

L.7.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (For a finer view of L4, check supporting standards 4a, 4b, 4c, and 4d.)
L.7.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. (For a finer view of L5, check supporting standards 5a, 5b, and 5c.)
L.7.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression
Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities

· Discuss students’ ideas and reactions to the “Introduction” of Gifted Hands.
· Post the following question and have students (individually or in small groups) generate claim in response: “Is it always better for a child to understand the truth of a situation?” 
· Have students (individually or in small groups) generate or brainstorm the evidence for the claim.
· Arrange student chairs to create a two-sided debate of this issue using a “philosophical chairs” format. 

· Engage students in a brief discussion of the question and allow students to adjust their position based on the ideas shared by others.

· Familiarize students with dialectical journaling. Consider the following format:
	Chapter Title
	Your Thoughts and Reflections

	
	Think about the following questions to guide your note-taking:

· What character(s) is/are present in this chapter? 

· What significant choices were made? 

· Who/what influenced these choices? 

· How did these choices affect the central character, other characters, and/or events in the narrative?

· Where do the events of this chapter take place?

· Does the setting influence events and/or the choices made? 

· What mood/tone is established by the writer? 

· How does this mood/tone affect the reader’s understanding of the text?



	Ch. 1:  “Goodbye Daddy”


	

	Ch. 2: “Carrying the Load”

	

	Ch. 3: “Eight Years Old”


	


Students will utilize this note-taking format in response to the text as they continue to read the novel.
· Read aloud Chapter 1 of Gifted Hands to the students. Use guided questioning to check and clarify student understanding of the chapter. Consider the following focus question: What choices does the family face now that the father has left them?
· Have students add notes, thoughts, and ideas in response to Chapter 1 to their dialectical journals.

· Have students preview the title of Chapter 2, “Carrying the Load,” and consider the following quote from Chapter 1 to make a prediction about Chapter 2 of the novel: “Abraham Lincoln once said, ‘All that I am or ever hope to be, I owe to my mother.’’ 

· Assign Chapters 2 (“Carrying the Load”) and 3 (“Eight Years Old”), to students to read at home and add to their dialectical journal.
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