Grade 7: The Choices We Make




            Lesson Seed: 4
Lesson Seed Prototype

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


Text(s): 
· “Conjoined Twins are Separated Successfully at the University of Maryland Hospital for Children”  http://www.umm.edu/news/releases/conjoined_twins.htm
· “Facts about Conjoined Twins”  http://www.umm.edu/conjoined_twins/facts.htm
Utilize SIRS Discoverer to locate the following articles:

· “Together/Apart: Separating Conjoined Twins” (Lexile – 950)

· “Chang and Eng: The Original Siamese Twins” (Lexile – 1180)

· “Split Decision” (mentions Dr. Carson) (Lexile – 940)

· “The Most Intimate Bond” (Lexile – 850)

· “Fatal Decision: British Ruling on Conjoined Twins Sparks Debate…” (Lexile – 1350)

Focus Standards
RI.7.1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

RI.7.10. Read and Comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

W.7.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clarity.
Additional Standards Addressed in Lesson Seed
W.7.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
L.7.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking
L.7.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (For a finer view of L4, check supporting standards 4a, 4b, 4c, and 4d.)
L.7.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. (For a finer view of L5, check supporting standards 5a, 5b, and 5c.)
L.7.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression
Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities

· Group students and provide each group with a different article about conjoined twins.
· Have students read the selection using a shared reading strategy of their choosing (for example, round robin, popcorn, read-aloud, silent reading, etc.).

· Direct each group to take notes from the article by creating a poster-sized graphic organizer of their choosing with information and details from the text.

· Have each group post their graphic organizer. Student volunteers from each group should share their group’s organizer and information learned about conjoined twins.

· As each group shares, have students take notes on new information they learn about conjoined twins.

· Have students respond to the following question using the information they have learned about conjoined twins: Should conjoined twins be surgically separated? Why/why not? Use ideas and information learned in class today to support your ideas.
· Assign students the “Introduction” of Gifted Hands to read at home and rethink their position regarding the separation of conjoined twins.
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