
ELA Unit At-A-Glance Organizer—The Choices We Make—Grade 7
	

	Lesson Seed 01
Pre-Assessment
Anticipatory Set:   
W.7.10
RI.7.10

SL.7.1
Unit Essential Questions:
What affects the choices we make? What can we learn from the choices made by others?

Introduce Unit Performance Assessment
Responding to a Brief Prompt


	Lesson Seed 02
Choose Biographical Subject for Independent Study of Unit Performance Assessment:  
RI.7.10
Preview self-selected text for independent study

Develop reading calendar to establish timeline for reading and completing text


	Lesson Plan 01
Examination of poetry that communicates the theme of Choices We Make and establish a personal connection to the idea of choice:  

RL.7.1, RL.7.2, RL.7.4
SL.7.1.c, SL.7.1.d

L .7.1

Poetry: “The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost
	Lesson Seed 03
Reading  personal narrative essays: 
RL.7.1, RL.7.2

W.7.10


Short Story, Personal Narrative: “The Right to the Streets of Memphis” by Richard Wright
Author’s purpose

Relate to Unit Theme and Essential Questions
	Lesson Seed 04
Building Background Knowledge:

RI.7.1, RI.7.10

W.7.9

SL.7.1 

Autobiography: Gifted Hands by Ben Carson
Non-Fiction Articles: “Conjoined Twins”
Use SIRS Discoverer to located a variety of articles

Group students to read different articles. Groups then share reactions and information from articles.
Homework: Intro to Gifted Hands



	

	Lesson Seed 05
Introduction to Autobiography/Biography:
RL.7. 3

W .7.9, W.7.10

SL.7.1
Chapters 1—3 
Gifted Hands by Ben Carson

Introduce format for note-taking during reading.
Homework:  Read Chapter 2-3


	Lesson Seed 06
Characters, Setting & Main Conflict

RL.7.3
W .7.9, W.7.10

SL.7.1
Chapter 4—5 
Gifted Hands by Ben Carson
Students create T chart to identify positive and negative events during reading

Diary entry to respond to question
Homework:  Read Chapter 5

	Lesson Seed 07

Summarize and Sequence of Events

Identify Catalytic Influences

RL.7.1, RL.7.3
W .7.9, W.7.10

SL.7.1

Chapter 6-7 

Gifted Hands by Ben Carson
Determine whether or not a “cathartic” event takes place and relate to “The Road Not Taken”

Homework:  Read Chapter 7

	Lesson Seed 08

Connecting Decisions and Choices to Personality Traits:

RL.7.1, RL.7.2, RL.7.3
W.7. 9, W.7.10

Drawing conclusions about character

Chapters 8-9

Gifted Hands by Ben Carson
Homework:  Read Chapter 9
	Lesson Seed 09
Close Analysis of Text for Meaning – Tone:

RL.7.4
Close Reading of short story. Analysis of word choice that creates tone.
Short Story: “Eleven” by Sandra Cisneros




	

	Lesson Seed 10

Close Analysis of Text for Meaning – Tone:
 RL.7.4 
Chapter 10

Gifted Hands by Ben Carson

Homework:  Chapter 11

	Lesson Plan 02

Analysis of Author’s Style: 
RL.7.2, RL.7.4, 
SL.7.1

W.7.10

L.7.7
 “The Three Century Woman”
By Richard Peck

Close Reading of short story, collaborative discussions, analysis of literary elements, stylistic choices, and points of view.

Compare and contrast stylistic choices of Richard Peck and Ben Carson
Homework: Chapters 12


	Lesson Seed 11
Examination of Setting:
RL.7.3
How a change in setting provides opportunities for new decision making

Chapter 13

 Gifted Hands by Ben Carson

Homework: Chapter 14


	Lesson Seed 12
Characterization: 
RL.7.2
Making Courageous Decisions
Chapter 15

Gifted Hands by Ben Carson

Homework: Chapter 16

	Lesson Seed 13
Examine Text Clues to Make Inferences About Central Characters:
 RL.7.1
Chapter 16

Gifted Hands by Ben Carson

Homework: Chapter 17


	

	Lesson Seed 14
Character Choices in Response to Conflict: 
RL.7.1, RL.7.3
Personal Connections to the Text
Chapter 17

Gifted Hands by Ben Carson

Homework: Chapter 18


	Lesson Seed 15
Identifying Narrative Shift and Change of Perspective and Explain how this Enhances a Reader’s Understanding of the Text
RL.7.6
Chapter 18

Gifted Hands by Ben Carson

Homework: Chapter 19
	Lesson Seed 16
Develop Theme Statements:
 RL.7.2
Chapters 20-21
 Gifted Hands by Ben Carson

Homework: Chapter 22
	Lesson Seed 17
Develop Theme Statements of Poem and Connect to Novel: 
RL.7.2

Poetry: “Mother to Son” by Langston Hughes 


	Lesson Seed 18
Think BIG – Choices, Personal Connections, and Theme:
RI.7. 2

 RL.7.2
W.7.3

SL.7.1

Discuss:  Essential Question

“Think BIG”
Gifted Hands by Ben Carson


	

	Lesson Seed 19
Comparing Ideas Across Text
THINK BIG

RL.7.1, RL.7.2

W .7.9

Compare Non-Fiction Book: 

Gifted Hands by Ben Carson

With one of these Short Stories:

“Rosa Parks: My Story” by Rosa Parks

“No Gumption” by Russell Baker

“Barrio Boy” by Ernesto Galarza



	Lesson Plan 03
Synthesizing Reading Selections to Determine what Influenced Central Characters’ Life Choices: 
W .7.7
Independent Study of Unit Performance Assessment
Biographical Novel Finished

	Lesson Seed 20
Expository Writing: What makes a good essay?

Explicitly Teach:

W.7.2.a

W.7.7, W.7.8. & W.7.9

Analyze of a model of expository writing.

How to write an expository essay.

What makes a good essay?

Teacher helps students create graphic organizer to use when planning and writing their own expository essay.


	Lesson Seed 21
Performance Assessment:
Why did you do that? Students will compose an expository essay examining what influences the choices people make and the effects of these choices. 

Research, pre-writing
W.7.7
W.7.8

W.7.9
	Lesson Seed 22
Performance Assessment:
Why did you do that? Students will compose an expository essay examining what influences the choices people make and the effects of these choices. 

Drafting 
W.7.2
W.7.4

Demonstrate for students how to move from pre-writing to draft, thesis statement, introductory paragraph, etc.

	

	Lesson Seed 23
Expository Writing

Writing Draft Essay: 
W.7.2.b,c,d,e

W.7.7, W.7.8. & W.7.9

L.7.1.a.&b.

Writing draft essay to specifications: creating coherence and transitions


	Lesson Seed 24
Conclusion to Expository Writing

Writing Draft Essay: 
W.7.2.f

W.7.8. & W.7.9

Writing a conclusion to draft essay


	Lesson Seed 25
Edit and Revise Expository Writing Draft Essay: 
W.7.5

Edit and revise draft essay; pay close attention to word choice

	Lesson Seed 26
Publish Expository Writing Final Essay: 
W.7.6

Review citation expectations.

Publish final essay

	Lesson Seed 27 

World Café: 
SL 7.1.a,c&d

Sharing New Information About Others



Introductory Lesson Seeds:


Choosing a biography/autobiography for independent reading





Lesson:


Close Reading Poetry





Lesson Seed:


Short Story: Literary Non-Fiction





Lesson Seed:


News Clips/background 





Lesson Seeds:


Introducing the Long Work: Literary Non-Fiction/ Setting, Conflict, Characterization





Lesson Seed:


Short Story: Tone





Lesson Seed:


Long Work: Tone





Lesson:


Short Story: Close Reading





Lesson Seed:


Long Work: Setting





Lesson Seeds:


Long Work: Characterization





Lesson Seeds:


Long Work: Theme





Lesson Seed:


Long Work: Conflict





Lesson Seed:


Perspective/Narrative Shift





Lesson Seed:


Short Story: Literary Non-Fiction





Lesson:


Synthesis of Unit Objectives





Lesson Seed:


Analyze expository writing





Lesson Seeds:


Research, prewriting, draft








Lesson Seeds:


Expository Writing





Lesson Seed:


Speaking and Listening: Synthesis
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