
ELA Unit Components Overview
Grade   7
Length of Unit   6-8 weeks
Unit Title   The Choices We Make
	Unit Overview

	Controlling Idea or Central Topic:  Choices

Rationale:  There are many reasons why people choose to think or act in certain ways.  In this unit, students will identify the significant life choices of characters and/or individuals, analyze and examine what influences these choices, and determine what can be learned from each choice that connects with their own experiences.

Purpose:  Through the exploration of both short works of fiction, poetry, and novel-length literary nonfiction, students will provide relevant evidence to evaluate and explain what influences the significant choices made by others. The reading, writing, and brief research activities encourage students to evaluate the choices made by the individuals in the selection(s) and offer students the opportunity to synthesize and elaborate on their ideas, making them relevant to their own lives.

Structure:  This six-week unit will be conducted using a variety of reading, writing, and small-group discussion strategies. Students will demonstrate knowledge of specific skills in both on-demand and process writing. Connections will be drawn from a wide range of texts and genres including short works of fiction, poetry, and literary non-fiction. A World Café will be utilized to synthesize unit concepts and understanding and provide a final assessment of the performance tasks. Whenever possible teachers should use modeling and gradual release of responsibility in lesson planning.  Teachers are encouraged to have students journal (W.10 routine writing) and keep a personal dictionary.  

	Essential Questions

	· What Affects the Choices We Make?
· What can we learn from the choices made by others?

	Unit Standards

	Reading Literature
RL.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.

RL.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.
Reading Informational

RI.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RI.7.3. Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals and events, or how individuals influence ideas or events).

RI.7.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from that of others.

Writing

W.7.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.

c. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

e. Establish and maintain a formal style.

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.

W.7.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation.

W. 7.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

W. 7.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

a. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history”).

b. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims”).
W. 7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences
Speaking and Listening

SL. 7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared—having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.

c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed.

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views.
Language

L. 7.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences.

b. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among  

	Text Models Referenced in the Unit Lessons and/or Seeds

	*Note:  Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) when selecting texts and/or novels for the unit or lessons. Consider the need for captioned/described video when selecting video or other media for the unit or lessons. For Instructional Materials (AIM), See  www.marylandlearninglinks.org
Literary Non-Fiction Books: 

Gifted Hands by Ben Carson
 alternate:  Becoming Dr Q.: From Migrant Worker to Brain Surgeon by Alfredo Quinones-Hinojosa
 alternate:  Jackie's Nine: Jackie Robinson's Values to Live By by Sharon Robinson
Lincoln, a Photobiography by Russell Freedman

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass an American Slave, Written by Himself  by Frederick Douglass

Harriet Tubman:  Conductor on the Underground Railroad by Ann Petry

Freedom Walkers:  The Story of the Montgomery Bus Boycott by Russell Freedman

Poetry:
“The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost

“Mother to Son” by Langston Hughes

Short Story
“The Right to the Streets of Memphis” by Richard Wright

“All Summer in a Day” by Ray Bradbury

“The Seventh Grade” by Gary Soto
“The White Umbrella” by Gish Jen

“Eleven” by Sandra Cisneros
“The Tell Tale Heart” by Edgar Allen Poe
Drama
“The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street” by Rod Serling (video available)

“A Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens (video available)

Song

“I Hope You Dance” by Lee Ann Womack

“Harriet Tubman’s Ballad” by Woody Guthrie

	Assessments

	· Expository Essay (formal) – “Why did you do that? Understanding What Influences Significant Life-Choices.”

· Students will research an individual of their choosing to determine the influences on his/her significant life choices.

· Students will compose an expository essay/presentation identifying the individual’s significant life choices and explaining how and why these choices were made.

· Students will engage in a World Café discussion to share their discoveries about significant choices made by others, what influenced these choices, and what others can learn from them.  

	Interdisciplinary connections - literacy

	*Note:  Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) when selecting texts and/or novels for the unit or lessons. Consider the need for captioned/described video when selecting video or other media for the unit or lessons. For Instructional Materials (AIM), See  www.marylandlearninglinks.org
Maryland Public Television (MPT)
Science

      Ben Carson

· African Americans in Science:  http://sciencenetlinks.com/lessons/african-americans-in-science/
· In this lesson from Science NetLinks, students explore the careers of prominent African Americans in science, mathematics, and technology. After reading about Dr. Ben Carson, students study online profiles of past and present African Americans engaged in science and technology and then create posters to show the achievements of these individuals.
· Ben Carson Speaker Series: http://community.thinkfinity.org/community/speakerseries?q=speakerseries
· Use this collection of resources in the Thinkfinity Education Speaker Series to bring the most interesting voices in education to you and your classroom. 
· Conjoined Twins 

· Together Forever:  http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0606/feature6/index.html  This National Geographic Magazine feature focuses on Mt. Airy, North Carolina. There is an excerpt from an article about the town, where famous conjoined twins Chang and Eng married two local sisters to start a large family, along with links to photos, a map, related resources and more.
· Life Is Confusing For Two-Headed Snakes:  http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2002/03/0318_0319_twoheadsnake.html  In this National Geographic News article, read about two-headed snakes. Two-headed snakes are rare but not unheard of, and one recently found in Spain is giving scientists an opportunity to study how the anomaly affects their ability to hunt and mate. Links to related stories and Web sites are also found on this page.
·  Two-Headed Turtle Found in China:  http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2006/03/0317_060317_two_headed.html  This National Geographic News resource features a photograph of and brief information about a two-headed turtle living in captivity in China. The creature most likely developed its unusual anatomy while still in the egg. Its embryo began to split in two--the process that gives rise to identical twins--but then failed to fully separate. Links to more photos and news stories are also found on this page.
Social Studies

       Rosa Parks

· Rosa Parks Is Arrested:    http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/dec01.html  This page, from American Memory at the Library of Congress, focuses on significant events in American history and culture associated with December 1. On this day in 1955, Rosa Parks, an African American, was arrested for disobeying an Alabama law requiring black passengers to relinquish seats to white passengers when the bus was full. This page describes how the arrest led to the boycott of the Montgomery bus system and the 1956 Supreme Court decision banning segregation on public transportation.
· A Guide to Materials for Rosa Parks:  http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/rosaparks/rosaparks.html  This guide, from the Library of Congress, provides a collection of resources available on the Library's Web site that are related to Rosa Parks and African American history. Included are lesson plans, Libary exhibitions, links to external Web sites and more. 
· Wonder of the Day: What Does It Mean To Stand For Something? http://wonderopolis.org/wonder/what-does-it-mean-to-stand-for-something/  It’s time to take a stand! So get off your feet and join us in Wonderopolis today as we take a closer look at what it means to stand for something.
· Rosa Parks was arrested for refusing to give up her seat on a bus. http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/calendar-activities/rosa-parks-arrested-refusing-20369.html  Students make believe that the year is 1955 and they just heard about Parks' arrest. Students write newspaper editorials with their points of view on segregation. 
· Rosa Parks Arrested for Civil Disobedience:  http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/index.php  This resource, from America's Library, features information on Rosa Parks and her act of civil disobedience in 1955. Students can read biographical information about Mrs. Parks and about her arrest for refusing to give up her bus seat to a white person. 

· Rosa Parks: How I Fought for Civil Rights:  http://teacher.scholastic.com/rosa/index.htm  This resource, from Scholastic, features information about Rosa Parks and her act of civil disobedience in 1955. Students can read about her refusal to give up her bus seat to a white person, her arrest, the subsequent bus boycott, and more. 
      *See “Additional Resources” for lists of biographies for independent reading.
Other Websites for Research:
· Ben Carson:
· AAAS Science NetLinks:  African Americans in Science:  http://sciencenetlinks.com/lessons/african-americans-in-science/
· Dr. Ben Carson:  An “inner” view:  http://www.freemaninstitute.com/everydayben.htm

	Additional Resources

	*Note:  Consider the need for captioned/described video when selecting video or other media for the unit or lessons. 
Resources from Maryland Public Television (MPT)

Author’s Style

· If I Were the Author:  http://www.learner.org/jnorth/tm/InstrucStrat18.html  This page, from the Journey North Web site, features a strategy to help students explore questions about an author's viewpoint, purpose, and style. There are hints and suggestions for using this strategy with the Journey North project, as well as in the general classroom. Journey North engages students in a global study of wildlife migration and seasonal change. K-12 students share their own field observations with classmates across North America. They track the coming of spring through the migration patterns of birds and mammals, the budding of plants, changing sunlight, and other natural events. 
· Style: Defining and Exploring an Author’s Stylistic Choices:  http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/style-defining-exploring-author-209.html  Students find examples of specific stylistic devices in sample literary passages then search for additional examples and explore the reasons for the stylistic choices that the author has made.
Character Traits

· Character Traits Chart:  http://interactives.mped.org/view_interactive.aspx?id=30
In this student interactive, from ReadWriteThink, students record information about a fictional character's actions and then list the character traits related to those actions. The chart can be saved or printed. This student interactive accompanies several ReadWriteThink lessons.
· Character Trading Cards: http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/trading_cards/  In this student interactive, used in several ReadWriteThink lessons, students create a character trading card by answering a set of questions about a story's setting and a selected character's appearance, thoughts and feelings, personality and character development.
· Identifying Character Traits:  http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson175/RWT186-1.pdf     This student reproducible, from a ReadWriteThink lesson, presents information about the ways that a reader draws conclusions about a character's traits from what the character says, thinks and does.
· Characterization Bookmark:  http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson866/CharacterizationBookmark.pdf  This student reproducible, from a ReadWriteThink lesson, provides a template for creating a characterization bookmark that includes information about how a character looks and acts and how other characters in the story react to this character.
Investigating Names to Explore Personal History and Cultural Traditions:
· http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/investigating-names-explore-personal-878.html  Students investigate the meanings and origins of their names in order to establish their own personal histories and to explore the cultural significance of naming traditions.
Langston Hughes

· A Centennial Tribute to Langston Hughes:  http://www.howard.edu/library/Reference/Guides/Hughes/default.htm  This resource, from Howard University, provides a biography of African-American poet and writer Langston Hughes. There is also an extensive list of links and other relevant resources. 
· The Poet's Voice: Langston Hughes and You:  http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/poets-voice-langston-hughes-and-you  This unit of seven lessons, from EDSITEment, introduces students to a poet's "voice." Students develop a general definition of voice in poetry, and analyze and appreciate the poetic voice of Langston Hughes in particular. Included are writing and discussion activities, in which students either write a poem expressing their own voice (as developed in a journal), or write about one of the qualities of Langston Hughes's poetic voice (as explored in class discussion). 
· About the Author: Langston Hughes:  http://www.randomhouse.com/knopf/authors/hughes/poem.html  This page, from Random House's Borzoi Reader Online, contains the text of several poems by Langston Hughes. The page features an online look at the text of "Ode to Dinah" as it appeared in the first edition of the collection "Ask Your Mama," complete with musical directions for an accompanying jazz musician. Also featured is a series of poems about Madam Johnson. 
· Langston Hughes:  http://www.learner.org/catalog/extras/vvspot/Hughes.html  This resource, from the ReadWriteThink-reviewed Learner.org Web site Spotlight on Voices and Visions, features brief biographical information about Langston Hughes. A link to a video clip of "Dream Deferred" is provided, along with several annotated links to further information about Hughes. 
Richard Peck

· Richard Peck: Bookfest 04:  http://www.loc.gov/today/cyberlc/feature_wdesc.php?rec=3624   In this Webcast, from the Library of Congress, author Richard Peck speaks at the 2004 National Book Festival. He focuses on his early experiences as a reader and reads selections from his book "Past Perfect, Present Tense: New and Collected Stories."
Robert Frost

· Robert Frost Prompts the Poet in You   

 http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/robert-frost-prompts-poet-859.html
lesson plan- MPT--Read, Write,  Think.  Students will find their inner poet laureate in this lesson that involves writing a poem in the style of Robert Frost

· American Poets: Robert Frost:  http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/192
This is a profile of Robert Frost, a poet of traditional verse forms and metrics who remained steadfastly aloof from the poetic movements and fashions of his time. Frost's work is characterized by dark meditations on universal themes and is infused with layers of ambiguity and irony. This page is part of the Academy of American Poets Web site. The Academy was founded in 1934 to support American poets at all stages of their careers and to foster the appreciation of contemporary poetry. The site includes biographies, photos, and other information on more than 400 poets, with new pages being added all the time.
· Robert Frost:  http://town.hall.org/Archives/radio/IMS/HarperAudio/012294_harp_ITH.html                                                    This page, from the Internet Multicasting Services's Town Hall Web site, features audio clips of American author Robert Frost reading some of his poems. Included are recordings of "The Road Not Taken," "The Death of the Hired Man," "Mending Wall," "One More Brevity," "Departmental," "A Considerable Speck," "Why Wait for Science," "Etherealizing," "Provide, Provide," "One Step Backward Taken," "Choose Something Like a Star," "Happiness Makes Up in Height," and "Reluctance.
· Robert Frost:  http://www.learner.org/catalog/extras/vvspot/Frost.html
This resource, from MPT—ReadWriteThink-reviewed Learner.org Web site Spotlight on Voices and Visions, features brief biographical information about Robert Frost. A link to a video clip of "After Apple-Picking" is provided, along with several annotated links to further information about Frost.
· Poems that Tell a Story: Narrative and Persona in the Poetry of Robert Frost:
 http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/poems-tell-story-narrative-and-persona-poetry-robert-frost
In this four-lesson unit, from EDSITEment, students read, discuss, and analyze selected poems by Robert Frost. The activities that make up this unit encourage students to draw inferences about a poem's speaker based on evidence contained within the poem and to gather evidence supporting those inferences.
· Key Facts About Robert Frost:  http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson859/facts.pdf
This student reproducible, from a ReadWriteThink lesson, provides students with biographical information about poet Robert Frost, including facts about his birth, childhood, and career
· Robert Frost:  http://www9.georgetown.edu/faculty/bassr/heath/syllabuild/iguide/frost.html
This resource, from Heath's Online Instructor's Guide, features American poet, Robert Frost. This site includes the major themes Frost explored in his writing as well as some questions to use during and after reading Frost's work. This resource is referenced in MPT ReadWriteThink's calendar entry titled "Poet Robert Frost Was Born in 1874."
· "The Road Not Taken"  http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15717
This page, from the EDSITEment-reviewed Academy of American Poets Web site, provides the text of American author Robert Frost's poem "The Road Not Taken." Also included is an audio clip of Frost reading the famous poem.
· Modern American Poetry:  http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/poets/a_f/frost/road.htm  provides critical analyses of Frost 
Sandra Cisneros

· Sandra Cisneros:  http://www.gale.cengage.com/free_resources/chh/bio/cisneros_s.htm  This resource, from Thomson Gale, provides biographical information about Mexican-American author Sandra Cisneros. Included is information about her background and development as an author, as well as information about her books, including "The House on Mango Street."
· American Poets: Sandra Cisneros:    http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/747  This is a profile of modern poet, novelist and bilingual children's writer Sandra Cisneros, whose works include "Loose Woman" (1994), "My Wicked, Wicked Ways" (1987), "The Rodrigo Poems" (1985), and "Bad Boys" (1980). This page is part of the Academy of American Poets Web site. The Academy was founded in 1934 to support American poets at all stages of their careers and to foster the appreciation of contemporary poetry. The site currently includes biographies, photos, and other information on more than 400 poets, with new pages being added all the time.
Teaching Student Annotation: Constructing Meaning Through Connections
· http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/teaching-student-annotation-constructing-1132.html  Students examine text closely and create annotations to make personal and meaningful connections with the work
Writing an Essay

· Essay Map:  http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/essay-30063.html   The Essay Map is an interactive graphic organizer that enables students to organize and outline their ideas for an informational, definitional, or descriptive essay. 
· From Outline to Essay:  http://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-8-outline-essay  Students make direct connections between the format of an outline and the organization in an essay.  Using side-by-side examples, students see how the outline translates into a written product. They also see examples of complex sentences in action.  At the end of this lesson, students begin their rough drafts.
· Essay Rubric:  http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson914/rubric-essay.pdf  This rubric, from a ReadWriteThink lesson, helps teachers assess students' essays about an assigned author's voice, including the content, mechanics…
Other Websites for Research:

· Howard University Research Guides:

http://www.howard.edu/library/assist/guides/Index.htm
· Richard Wright

· Howard University Research System:  http://libguides.howard.edu/content.php?pid=238889&sid=2014255
· California Newsreel:  A Teacher’s Guide for Teachers and Post-Secondary Educators:  :  http://www.newsreel.org/guides/richardw.htm 

· Encyclopedia of World Biography http://www.notablebiographies.com/We-Z/Wright-Richard.html
Sample Biographies for Independent Reading
Note:  Independent reading texts should be chosen according to the student’s independent reading level.

· Akers, Michelle;. The Game and The Glory ;240 p., illus.
Akers retraces her gut-and-glory road to the Rose Bowl and the 1999 U.S. Women World Cup Soccer victory. Her love for the game, her skills, and her indomitable drive to compete and win propelled her past multiple injuries and the ravages of Chronic Fatigue Immune Deficiency Syndrome to sustain a fifteen-year career with the national team.
· Aronson, Marc. Sir Walter Raleigh and the quest for El Dorado.  222 p.
Ambitious, brave, calculating, romantic, all these adjectives and many more describe Sir Walter Raleigh, the English explorer who forged a place for his country in the New World. This is much more than just a traditional biography. It's a portrait of the Elizabethan age, when the metaphor of exploration made its way into politics, literature, and even religion.
· Barra, Allen. Inventing Wyatt Earp: His life and many legends. 426 p.
A fascinating biography explores the life and legend of Wyatt Earp--a man who was launched into Western lore in a thirty-second gunfight at the O.K. Corral and who later shaped the way we perceive Western history as a film advisor in Hollywood.
· Bitton-Jackson, Livia. I Have Lived a Thousand Years: Growing Up in the Holocaust.            
Thirteen when she and her family were sent to Auschwitz, Bitton-Jackson vividly describes the horrors they faced. (ALA Best Books for Young Adults 1998).
· Bober, Natalie. Abigail Adams: Witness to a Revolution. 
Abigail Adams was the wife of one president and the mother of another, but she was also a person in her own right. Her letters to her husband as he served on the Continental Congress bore witness to the happenings in Boston, and gave firsthand accounts of the events that caused the birth of a new nation. (ALA Best Book for Young Adults 1996)

· Bragg, Rick. All Over But the Shoutin'. 
A Pulitzer Prize-winning correspondent for The New York Times recounts growing up in the Alabama hills, the son of a violent veteran and a mother who tried to insulate her children from poverty and ignorance.

· Brindell Fradin, Dennis. My Family Shall be Free! The Life of Peter Still. 190 p.
The compelling story of a man and his family torn apart by slavery. Fradin begins the account in 1806 when Peter Still and his brother Levin were taken from a plantation in Maryland and sold as house slaves to a Mr. Fisher in Lexington, KY. He follows Peter Still's story for the next half of a century as he sought to earn his freedom and reunite his family. 

· Hirsch, James S. Hurricane: The miraculous journey of Rubin Carter.
Recounts the harrowing, inspiring odyssey of Rubin "Hurricane" Carter, a black boxer wrongly convicted of three murders, from fierce despair to freedom and enlightenment.
· Chen, Da. Colors of the Mountain. 307 p.
Memoir of a Chinese boy born to a poor family in Southern China during the Cultural Revolution who seemed destined to a life of poverty, humiliation and hunger as a consequence of his family's "capitalist" past. Describes a boyhood full of "spunk, mischief and love." Learning English opens the door to a new life. A "Horatio Alger" type story: the author is a graduate of Columbia University Law School.

· Cleary, Beverly. My Own Two Feet: A memoir. 
Continuing the memoirs that began with A Girl from Yamhill, the story of Beverly Cleary's early adulthood describes her college education in the mid-1930s, work as a librarian, and first book.
· Colapinto, John. As Nature Made Him: The boy who was raised as a girl. 
In 1967, after a baby boy, David Reimer, suffered a botched circumcision, his family agreed to a radical treatment. On the advice of a renowned expert in gender identity and sexual reassignment at Johns Hopkins Hospital, the boy was surgically altered to live as a girl. This book details the life of the subject of the experiment.

· Dash, Joan. The World at Her Fingertips: The Story of Helen Keller. 
Helen Keller has always been a shining example of courage in the face of unbelievable adversity. This lively biography goes beyond Helen¹s youth and learning process and includes many fascinating details of her later life, including her college years and involvement with politics. 

· Dawson, George. Life is so good. 
Memoir of a 101-year-old African-American man born in Marshall, Texas, who learned to read at the age of 98. "Every morning I get up and I wonder what I might learn that day." Describes a boyhood spent working to support his family rather than going to school and how he learned to "read" the world and survive in it. Gives his eyewitness impressions of segregation, wars, presidents and inventions in the 20th century. 

· Dyer, Daniel. Jack London: A Biography. 228 p.
This exciting portrait of the author of The Call of the Wild focuses on London's true-life adventures riding the rails, dog sledding during the Yukon gold rush, and sailing the South Seas. (ALA Best Book for Young Adults 1998).

· Filipovic, Zlata. Zlata's Diary: A Child's Life in Sarajevo. 
Eleven year-old Zlata began keeping her diary before the shelling began in Sarajevo that changed her life.

· Freedman, Russell. Babe Didrikson Zaharias: The Making of a Champion. 
A biography of Babe Didrikson, who broke records in golf, track and field, and other sports, at a time when there were few opportunities for female athletes. (ALA Best Books for Young Adults 2000)
· Garner, Eleanor Ramrath. Eleanor's Story: An American girl in Hitler's Germany. 
This is the dramatic autobiography of Eleanor Ramrath Garner's youth, growing up as an American in Berlin during World War II. This story of everyday life under the Hitler regime begins when Eleanor is nine years old. She and her family must move, in the depths of the Great Depression, from New Jersey to Germany, the only place where her father, a German immigrant, can find work.

· Gause, Damon. The War Journal of Major Damon "Rocky" Gause. 183 p., ill.
The true, firsthand account of a World War II soldier's escape from the Bataan Death March in the Philippines, across the enemy-held Pacific in a leaky boat, to freedom in Australia.

· Giblin, James Cross. Charles A. Lindbergh: A Human Hero. 
"Lucky Lindy" became an American hero when he made the first nonstop transatlantic flight, but he fell into disgrace after being accused of sympathizing with the Nazis. (ALA Best Book for Young Adults 1998)

· Glenn, John.  John Glenn: A memoir. 362 p., ill.
He was the first American astronaut to orbit the Earth. Nearly four decades later, as the world's oldest astronaut, his courage riveted a nation. But these two historic events only bracket a life that covers the sweep of an extraordinary century. In this engrossing book, John Glenn tells the story of his unique life--one lived at the center of a momentous time in history by a man who helped shape that history.

· Goodall, Jane. Africa in My Blood: An autobiography in letters, the early years. 386 p., ill.
Letters of the author to her family tell the story of how an English girl who loved animals became one of the great scientists of the 20th century. The letters reveal her life from the age of 7 through her early years in Africa studying chimpanzees. An editor's background narrative introduces and links the letters.

· Gottlieb, Lori. Stick Figure: A diary of my former self. 
"Earnest and funny, hopeful and tragic" autobiography of an 11-year-old anorexic girl trying to reconcile the conflicting messages society sends women.

· Grealy, Lucy. Autobiography of a Face. 
Childhood surgery for cancer leaves Lucy Grealy with a severely disfigured face. Ms. Grealy tells of the loneliness of peer rejection and the fear of never being loved as she endures more than 30 reconstructive procedures. A courageous and honest story of a young woman who learns to define herself from the inside out and a reminder that beauty is to be found within.

· Hawk, Tony. Hawk: Occupation: Skateboarder. 
For Tony Hawk, it wasn't enough to skate for two decades, to invent more than eighty tricks, and to win more than twice as many professional contests, as any other skater. It wasn't enough to knock himself unconscious more than ten times, fracture several ribs, break his elbow, knock out his teeth twice, compress the vertebrae in his back, pop his bursa sack, get more than fifty stitches laced into his shins, rip apart the cartilage in his knee, bruise his tailbone, and sprain his ankles and tear his ligaments too many times to count. No. He had to land the 900. And after thirteen years of failed attempts, he nailed it. It had never been done before.
· Hickam, Homer H. The Coalwood Way: A memoir. 318 p.
In this follow-up to his bestselling autobiography Rocket Boys, Homer Hickam chronicles the eventful autumn of 1959 in his hometown, the West Virginia mining town of Coalwood.

· Hickam, Homer H. Rocket Boys: A memoir. 
In a town where the only things that mattered were coal-mining and high-school football, where the future was regarded with more fear than hope, a young man watched the Soviet satellite Sputnik race across the West Virginia sky--and soon found his future in the stars. In 1957, Homer H. "Sonny" Hickam, Jr., and a handful of his friends were inspired to start designing and launching the home-made rockets that would change their lives and their town forever. (ALA Best Book for Young Adults 2000)
· Holley, Tara Elgin. My Mother's Keeper: A daughter's memoir of growing up in the shadow of schizophrenia. 369 p.
Tara's mother Dawn was destined to be a 1940s big-band jazz singer until diagnosed with acute paranoid schizophrenia and thus began a lifetime in and out of institutions. Tara grows up in the care of her great-great-aunt in Houston. Her inspiring memoir recounts her yearning for her mother during her childhood and her struggle as a young woman to rescue her mother from the streets and to protect her from the abuses and neglect of the mental health system.

· Jiang, Ji-Li. Red Scarf Girl: A memoir of the cultural revolution. 
Jiang shares with us her life as a little girl growing up under Chairman Mao's regime in China. While she embraces the Communist Party's philosophy and dutifully follows the rules of how she should live and behave, the reader begins to see how Jiang begins to have her doubts, particularly when party-imposed punishments begin to affect her family and close friends. Jiang now lives in the United States. (ALA Best Book for Young Adults 1998)

· Kuusisto, Stephen. Planet of the Blind. 194 p.
Brought up to disavow his blindness, Kuusisto spent much of his life trying to pass as a sighted man, traveling everywhere at dizzying speeds without a cane. A near-tragic accident forces him to accept his disability and learn to cope with it.

· Lindbergh, Reeve. Under a Wing: A memoir. 223 p.
The world knew Charles Lindbergh as a daring aviator, Pulitzer Prize-winning author, and controversial isolationist in World War II; his wife, Anne Morrow Lindbergh, was also famous, the author of the bestselling Gift from the Sea and other books. But Reeve Lindbergh knew them as Father and Mother. Their celebrity status and the tragedy of their first child shadowed the family in ways that were often mysterious to the five surviving children. In this moving, deeply affecting memoir, the youngest of the children describes what it was like to grow up as a Lindbergh. 

· Linnea, Sharon. Princess Ka'iulani: Hope of a nation, heart of a people.  234 p.
Tells the story of Hawaii's last heir to the throne who was denied her right to rule when the monarchy was abolished.

· Lobel, Anita. No Pretty Pictures: A child of war. 
This highly regarded children's book illustrator recounts her childhood experiences as a Jew living in Nazi-occupied Poland, her imprisonment in a succession of concentration camps, and her life following the war as a displaced person in Sweden. (ALA Best Book for Young Adults 1999)
· Marrin, Albert. Commander in Chief: Abraham Lincoln
Much more than a biography of Lincoln or a history of the Civil War, this portrait of Lincoln makes our sixteenth president accessible to young readers as a human being, rather than as a historic icon or paragon of virtue. The author, renowned for his award-winning books on great leaders, shows how a principled but imperfect man -- full of intelligence but also of sorrow,logical and determined but also cautious and prejudiced grew under the pressure of personal tragedy and national crisis to become our greatest president.The book is written in a quick-flowing, engaging style, detailed but easy to read. The author effortlessly uses eyewitness accounts -- letters, speeches,diaries, newspapers, poems, songs, memoirs -- to create setting, to show personality, political climate, to give voice to the attitudes and hopes of everyday Americans. The treatment of slavery is especially vivid. All the important events of the war are here, but the emphasis is on people, personalities, human feelings and behavior.As the historian Barbara Fields made clear in the Ken Burns documentary on the Civil War, the issues of that war are still with us. Perhaps never more than now do young people need to be exposed to the unfailing humanity, honesty, and political sagacity that allowed Lincoln to hold together a country racked by secession, racial hatred, and other divisions. Lincoln had that most 76precious of all human qualities -- the capacity for growth. His life reminds us that any person can learn from experience and rise above poverty, prejudice, and limitation; and that a political leader can and must embody a profound respect for the plain people and the democratic processes that elevate us all.
· Marrin, Albert. Dr. Jenner and the Speckled Monster 
In 1796, an unknown country doctor named Edward Jenner developed and administered the world's first vaccine-turning the tide in humanity's age-old war against disease. Award-winning author Albert Marrin explains the significance of "immortal" Jenner's gift to mankind as he narrates the epic story of smallpox, a disease so contagious and deadly it has dramatically influenced the course of history. From the mummified remains of its first known victim to the sinister threat of the "frozen monster" that lurks in the vials of ultramodern laboratories, readers will be held spellbound by this readable and timely combination of science and history.
· Marrin, Albert. George Washington and the Founding of a Nation.        
This engaging biography presents a thorough look at the life of the first president as well as clear presentations of the people and events that shaped his world. A good portion of the text focuses on Washington's military career, including details of individual campaigns and battles. The general's courage, bravado, and intangible leadership qualities emerge through descriptions of his wartime actions and through the words of those who fought with and against him.

· Marrin, Albert. Great Adventure: Theodore Roosevelt
We knew toil and hardship and hunger and thirst . . . but we felt the hardy life in our veins, and ours was the glory of work and the joy of living. Theodore Roosevelt is one of America's liveliest and most influential figures. He was a scholar, cowboy, war hero, explorer, and a brilliant politician. As president, Roosevelt's far-reaching policies abroad and at home forever changed both our nation's place in the world and the life of every modern American. Fascinating details and an intimate, fast-paced narrative explore the heroic life and complex world of an American icon.
· Marrin, Albert. Old Hickory: Andrew Jackson and the American People 

From a childhood steeped in poverty, violence, and patriotic pride, Andrew Jackson rose to the heights of celebrity and power. The first popularly elected president, he won admiration by fighting corruption, championing the common man, shaping the power of the executive office, and preserving the fragile union of the young United States. Yet Jackson's ruthless pursuit of what he believed to be "progress" left indelible stains on the nation's conscience: broken treaties and the Trail of Tears are among Old Hickory's darker legacies. Vivid detail and unflinching analysis characterize Albert Marrin's fascinating rendering of the adventurous life, painful complexity, and continuing controversy that define the Age of Jackson.
· Marrin, Albert. Plains Warrior
Traces the life of the American Indian chief who led the Comanches in the battle and remained their leader on the reservation where he guided the people in accepting their new life.
· Marrin, Albert. Sitting Bull and His World. 
Discusses the life of the Hunkpapa chief who is remembered for his defeat of General Custer at Little Big Horn.
· McBride, James & Ruth McBride-Jordan.The Color of Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother. 
McBride blends his story with that of his mother, who battled poverty and racism to raise twelve children.
· Opdyke, Irene Gut. In My Hands: Memories of a Holocaust rescuer. 
Recounts the experiences of the author who, as a young Polish girl, hid and saved Jews during the Holocaust.(ALA Best Book for Young Adults 2000)
· Pernoud, Regine. Joan of Arc: Her story. 304 p., ill.
In this biography of the young, French peasant girl who led an army against the English to put Charles VII on the throne, the authors clear away the myths so modern readers can see Joan as she was.

· Pfetzer, Mark. Within Reach: My Everest story. 
The author describes how he spent his teenage years climbing mountains in the United States, South America, Africa, and Asia with an emphasis on his two expeditions up Mount Everest.

· Rapoport, Ron. See How She Runs: Marion Jones and the Making of a Champion. 224 p.
In 1985, sixth-grader Marion Jones wrote a brief essay about herself: My plans for the future are to be in the 1992 Olympics. I've been training a lot, and the boys at my school are good practice. I know if I don't get in the Olympics I have to have a backup so I plan to be an electrical engineer like my uncle. The picture that emerges through this biography is of a superstar in the making--a gifted, driven, charismatic athlete who runs like the wind.

· Shirley, Donna. Managing Martians. 276 p., ill.
The leader of the team that created the revolutionary Mars Sojourner rover chronicles her trailblazing career in space exploration and tells the fascinating, behind-the-scenes story of the celebrated Mars Pathfinder mission. 
· Spinelli, Jerry. Knots in My Yo-Yo String: The Autobiography of a Kid. 
In Fargo, North Dakota, in September 1992, Newberry medallist Spinelli was asked, "Do you think being a kid helped you become a writer?" In this warm, deeply personal memoir of the kid he was, Spinelli takes us to Norristown, Pennsylvania, in the 1950s. Very gently, he reveals the critical importance of bikes and baseballs, empty lots and early television, your own street, and where your friends lived.

· Thomas, Jane Resh. Behind the Mask: The life of Queen Elizabeth I. 
Despite a wretched childhood and at times fearing for her life, Elizabeth became one of the most influential women in history. (ALA Best Book for Young Adults 1999)

· Ung, Loung. First they killed my father: A daughter of Cambodia remembers. 
A precocious and privileged five-year-old is robbed of her childhood during the Khmer Rouge's reign of terror and genocide in the 1970s. Despite experiences of mass murder, starvation and disease, which claimed the lives of half her family, Loung struggles for life and beats the odds. Her memoir describes the atrocities that engulfed Cambodia during the Khmer Rouge years and reveals the courageous struggle of her remaining family to survive and create a new life.
· Weisenburger, Steven. Modern Medea: A family story of slavery and child-murder from the Old South. 352 p.
This is the biography of 22-year-old Margaret Garner, a runaway slave who took the life of her infant girl when she perceived that recapture was imminent, rather than return her to a life of slavery. It describes the incidents that provided the historical basis for Toni Morrison's novel Beloved. 

· Yen Mah, Adeline. Chinese Cinderella: The True Story of an Unwanted Daughter.
After her mother dies giving birth to her, Adeline's siblings, who consider her bad luck, scapegoat her, and her wealthy father and vain stepmother deprive her of friends and send her away to school. This riveting memoir of a turbulent childhood is enriched by Chinese-language lessons, a generous historical backdrop, and a half-dozen family photos.
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