English/Language Arts Session
Text Complexity: Grade Band Literary Text

Teacher Preparation: There is very little preparation demanded for this extension activity for English/Language Arts participants. 1. The two additional documents participants will need are in their notebooks: the Qualitative Rubric for Literary Text and the grade band literary text. Elementary groups will be working with “The Wooden Horse,” which is a chapter from the One-Eyed Giant by Mary Pope Osborne. Middle school groups will be working with “Lord of the Winds” which is a section from The Wanderings of Odysseus by Rosemary Sutcliff. High School groups will be working with a section of The Odyssey by Homer, translated by Robert Fagles, which details the encounter between Odysseus and the Sirens. All of these authors are referenced in Appendix B of the Common Core. 2.  It will be necessary for the MT to consider in advance how participants are to be grouped. Five groups of five individuals is the ideal. 3. Each participant will already have experienced a version of this activity in the school team’s general session in the morning. The difference this time is that groups will look at all three measures of a text’s complexity rather than at a single element, which was part of the morning’s activity.
To begin the activity…
1. The purpose of this activity is two-fold. Participants will work with the Qualitative Rubric for Literary Text, and they will have the complete experience of judging a text’s complexity level and suggesting an appropriate grade band for instruction.
2. To begin, participants should read through the Qualitative Rubric for Literary Text and pose any questions to the MT. Next, participants should read thoroughly the assigned grade band literary text. Participants should be given the Quantitative information prior to reading.

Elementary: The Wooden Horse-Flesch-Kincaid 5.0
Middle: Lord of the Winds-Flesch Kincaid 9.5

High: Odyssey-Flesch Kincaid 4.1

3. Once reading is complete, the grouped participants should discuss all elements of the Reader/Task and Qualitative Rubric for Literary Text. As they discuss each participant in the group should record consensus notes about each element. Finally, the group should take all elements under consideration including the Quantitative score and determine an appropriate grade or grades or groups of students within grades where this passage could be successfully taught. 
4. To bring this activity to a conclusion, the MT should create new groups where a single member of each original group is present. Each member of the newly formed group should share his/her group’s thoughts and final summation about the literary text. Or, if time becomes a factor each original group should simply share their thoughts and summation. The jigsaw group is the preferred venue but the simple sharing might be the best option if time is an issue. Finally, the MT should close by remarking on some thoughts about the text that were widely held by multiple groups. 
