Examples: Important Content Changes in Middle School (in no particular order)

	Ratios and Proportional Reasoning
	Focus is on relationships between values, and is tied to direct variation in linear relationships and rates of change (algebra), and to similarity (geometry).

	Number System
	Focus is on positive and negative rational numbers (including integers, positive fractions and decimals, negative fractions and decimals), rather than only on integers.

	Operations
	Focus is on fluently: (1) dividing multi-digit whole numbers; (2) adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing multi-digit decimals; (3) dividing fractions by fractions – Grade 6

Focus is on fluently: (1) adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing rational numbers; (2) solving multi-step problems with positive and negative rational numbers in any form; (3) solving word problems leading to one-variable equations – Grade 7

Focus is on fluently: (1) solving one-variable equations with one solution, many solutions, or no solution; (2) using a well-developed set of geometric measurement skills – Grade 8. 

	Measurement
	Focus is on volume of cones and spheres, as well as on cylinders.

	Data Displays
	Focus in elementary grades: on bar graphs, scaled picture graphs, and line plots (dot plots)

Focus in middle grades: on box-and-whisker plots (box plots), histograms, and scatter plots.

Circle graphs, stem-and-leaf plots, and line graphs (except in relation to graphing the line of an equation on the coordinate plane) are no longer in middle school. 

	Patterns
	Former focus on arithmetic and geometric patterns in middle school is now covered in the Number Systems domain, culminating with 7.NS: Apply and extend previous understandings of operations with fractions to add, subtract, multiply, and divide rational numbers.

	Probability
	Probability is no longer a part of the Elementary mathematics curriculum, but is addressed at the middle school level, beginning with 7.SP.5-8: Investigate chance processes and develop use, and evaluate probability models.

	Focus by Content Cluster
	Content is prioritized at each grade level.  Some Clusters of Standards will require a greater amount of time for instruction.  Others will receive less time and focus. However, ALL standards – including the Standards for Mathematical Practice – will be assessed.
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