PreKindergarten Unit – How Things Change


Lesson Seed: Week 1, Day 5
Lesson Seed Prototype

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


Text: A Tree for All Seasons by Robert Bernard; National Geographic Society, 1999; or other non-fiction text or video showing seasonal changes in plants can be used.

Big Question: How do some trees change across seasons? 
Standards:

RI.PK.1 With modeling and support, answer questions about details in an informational text.
RI.PK.3 With modeling and support, connect individuals, events, and pieces of information in texts to life experiences.
RI.PK.7 With modeling and support, tell how the illustrations/photographs support the text.
SL.PK. 2 Confirm understanding of text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media by asking and answering questions about key details with modeling and support.

W.PK. 3 With modeling and support, use a combination of drawings, dictating, or developmentally appropriate writing to communicate a personal story about a single event and tell about the event in meaningful sequence.

Student Outcomes

· After reading, students will engage in conversations to facilitate recall of details in order to answer questions about the text.
· Students will begin to demonstrate an understanding of sequential order, including how some trees change across seasons.
· Students will identify and draw changes in trees across seasons.
Lesson Ideas:  Listen to or read aloud the song, Seasons, by Dr. Jean (see attached). Showing students pictures of the four seasons, ask them to describe how the weather and our activities change with each season. Then ask them to describe how the trees in the pictures change. Read aloud a story such as A Tree for All Seasons, asking students to look for changes in the trees.
Sample Questions for Discussion

· What happened to the trees in the book?
· What does the picture of the tree look like in spring/summer/fall/winter?

· How did the picture help you to understand what the tree looks like in spring/summer/fall/winter?

· How did the tree change from spring to summer/summer to fall/fall to winter, winter to spring?

· How do you think other plants might change from summer to winter?

· How did the tree change from the beginning to the end of the story?
Based on what they learned from the text students will draw a tree for each season and dictate how the tree changes.
22. SEASONS 
by Dr. Jean

(Tune: “Oh, Susannah”)

Winter, spring, summer, fall,

Four seasons of the year.

Winter, spring, summer, fall,

I enjoy them all.

First comes winter, with ice and snow. (Pretend to shiver.)

Don’t forget your mittens when the cold wind blows. (Hold up hands.)

Next, comes spring when the earth warms up.

Birds sing and flowers bloom. Wake up butter cups. (Flap arms like a bird.)

Then it’s summer, with long, hot days. (Pretend to fan self.)

Read, bike, swim and in the sunshine play. (Pretend to swim.)

Finally, it’s fall and the earth cools down.

Leaves turn red, yellow, orange and brown. (Wiggle fingers in a downward motion.)

Seasons, seasons, bring changes for all.

Winter, spring, summer, fall. I enjoy them all.
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