Instructional Lesson Plan
English Language Arts

	Grade:  

Kindergarten

	Unit Title: 
Coming Full Circle With Cycles
	Shared Reading Lessons:
Week 2, Day 3

	Essential Question

	· What is a cycle? How do we see and experience cycles in our everyday lives and in the world around us?


	Overview of Lessons 

	· Shared reading lessons utilize enlarged emergent texts which are read chorally over several days to teach foundation reading skills within a thematic context. They include songs, poems, interactive charts, predictable charts, or big books with repetitive texts. The Unit Calendar demonstrates the broader context in which these thematic shared reading lessons are taught and their relevance to the essential question. It also indicates specifically how the shared reading and interactive read-aloud lessons work together to support, develop, and enrich the weekly topic and theme. (See Unit Calendar – Kindergarten – Coming Full Circle with Cycles) 
· Week 2 focuses on the cycle of the seasons, examining autumn, fall foliage, and the cycle of deciduous trees (maple). It pairs high-quality literature with the predictable chart. There are two poems by poets Aileen Fisher and John Updike, and two fall classics by author-illustrator Lois Ehlert. Informational trade books and big books have been thoughtfully chosen to balance the literary selections and teach content knowledge related to the weekly topic. Suggestions for teaching these selections are outlined on the Unit Calendar.
               Day 1:  Poem:  Almanac for the New Year  by Aileen Fisher (introduced previous week to reinforce months of the year – Day 5)

                            Poem: October (portion) by John Updike 

                            The Four Seasons by Melvin Berger (Newbridge big book)

 Day 2:  Poem: October (portion) by John Updike

              Fall by Patricia Whitehouse (Heinemann text, one of four books is series about seasons)

                Day 3:  Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf by Lois Ehlert

                            A Tree for All Seasons by Robin Bernard (National Geographic)

                Day 4:  Leaf Man by Lois Ehlert

                Day 5:  Fletcher and the Falling Leaves by Julia Rawlinson

                            Why Do Leaves Change Color? by Betsy Maestro (Let’s Read-and-Find-Out) 

· In the kindergarten unit, Coming Full Circle with Cycles, weeks 1, 3, and 4 utilize interactive charts as their foundation shared reading texts.  By contrast, week 2 utilizes a predictable chart, which is a shared writing created by the teacher and the students. To create a predictable chart, students dictate sentences about a topic (in this case, autumn leaves) to complete a sentence frame, and the teacher serves as the scribe, recording students’ dictations while modeling conventions of print. This is a literacy experience coming full circle – speaking and listening in a purposeful way, dictating sentences to reflect learning and language, reading emergent texts to develop foundation skills, reading quality literature to develop concepts and themes, reading informational texts to develop content knowledge, and drawing and writing to reflect both content and foundation skills.
· The purpose of this series of shared reading lessons (Days 2 – 4) is to teach foundation reading skills: high-frequency words (here, is, a), color words, concepts of print (directionality, one-to-one correspondence between spoken and written words, spaces between words, and punctuation - period), content words (e.g., autumn, leaves, maple, oak), and beginning writing skills (reconstructing cut-apart sentences, writing and illustrating sentence). 


	Objectives

	· Day 2:  Students will demonstrate that spoken words can be written and read by dictating sentences for a predictable chart. They will describe a fall leaf by color and type.
· Day 3:  Students will follow words from left to right by touching each word as they read. They will reread their own sentences on the predictable chart by touch- reading.
· Day 4:  Students will read high-frequency words (here, is, a) by putting them in order to build a sentence. They will arrange word cards to form their sentence from the predictable chart.


	Unit Standards Applicable to Lessons

	RLK.5 Recognize common types of texts (e.g., storybooks and poems).

RLK.10 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.

RFK.1 Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.

a. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.

b. Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific sequences of letters.

c. Understand that words are separated by spaces in print.

RFK.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.

c.   Read common high-frequency words by sight (e.g., the, of, to, you, she, my, is, are, do, does).

RFK.4 Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding.

WK.2 Use a combination of drawing, writing, dictating to compose informative – explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic.

WK.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects

SLK.4 Describe familiar people, places, things, and events, and, with prompting and support, provide additional details

SLK.6 Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

LK.1.e Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities.

LK.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English:  capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

a. Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I.

b. Recognize and name end punctuation.

LK.5a Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of the concepts the categories represent.

LK.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading, and responding to texts.


	Student Outcomes

	· Students will demonstrate that spoken words can be written and read by dictating sentences for a predictable chart.
· Students will follow words from left to right by touching each word as they read.
· Students will read high-frequency words (here, is, a) by reconstructing word cards in order to build a sentence.
· Students will draw and write an informative text, (Here is a red maple leaf.), in which they will name what they are writing about (a type of deciduous leaf) and supply some information about it (its color). 
· Students will describe leaves by color and type, and speak their ideas clearly.
· Students will capitalize the first word in their sentence and put a period at the end of it.


	Pre-Assessment

	The teacher will determine what the students know (skills, experiences, background, & motivation) in preparation for teaching lessons.

· Pre-assessment of sight words to determine sentence frame for predictable chart. 

· Pre-assessment of concepts of print – directionality, one-to-one correspondences between spoken and written words (informal observations during small group reading or Daily Message)
· Pre-assessment of oral language – necessary for ELL, Speech and Language, and some Special Ed. students

· Pre-assessment of content knowledge and student interest related to fall foliage – informal observations



	Objective and Formative Assessment – Day 3

	· Day 3 Objective:  Students will follow words from left to right as they read. 
· Day 3 Formative Assessment:  Students will reread their dictated sentences on the predictable chart, touching each word as they read.


	Teacher Preparation – Day 3

	· Display the completed predictable chart.
· Gather seven sticker dots.
· Gather “Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf” by Lois Ehlert.
· Gather the enlarged cycle chart of the four seasons, from the Day 1 interactive read-aloud content lesson. 


	Materials – Day 3

	Materials:  seasonal song (enlarged copy or technology connection), seven sticker dots, “Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf,” enlarged cycle chart of four seasons from Day 1 interactive read-aloud content lesson


	Lesson Procedure – Day 3 

	1. Motivate the students by singing a seasonal song, such as “4 Seasons in a Year.” (See You-Tube technology connection)
2. Display the completed predictable chart. 
3. Read or state the objective:  Today we will read the sentences we dictated on the predictable chart. We will follow the words from left to right by touching each word as we read.
4. Optional:  Sing a song with the class that reinforces the concept of directionality, such as “Top to Bottom, Left to Right.”
5. Model how to follow print from left to right, using a sentence from the predictable chart. 
· Review that they wrote their predictable chart from top-to-bottom, left-to-right yesterday, and that they will read their chart from top to bottom, left to right today. 
· In order to follow the words from left to right, they can touch each word as they read. This is called touch-reading. 

· Count the words in the sentence together. Place a sticker dot directly above each word in the sentence in a one-to-one correspondence. (Note that the student’s name is not part of the sentence.) 
· Model touching each word as the sentence is read. Reread the sentence together.
· Invite the student who dictated the sentence to touch-read the sentence. 
6. Have students demonstrate following print from left-to-right by having them touch-read their sentences. 
· To expedite this activity, have a few students come to the chart and wait in line in the order that their sentences appear on the predictable chart. (The touch-reading activity goes surprisingly fast.)
7. Summarize the learning:  Today we followed words from left to right by touch-reading. We touched each word as we reread our sentences on the predictable chart.
8. After reading, have students determine a good title for the predictable chart, and write it above the text. 
9. To reinforce the cycle of the seasons and introduce the seasonal cycle of trees, read the selection, “Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf.”
10. After reading, display the enlarged cycle chart of the four seasons from the Day 1 content lesson. Review the four seasons.
11. Revisit the book and read the seasonal passages to discuss how the narrator responds to the maple tree in the four seasons.
· The book begins:  “I’ve been saving this little leaf from my sugar maple tree so I could show it to you. I love my tree.” Why is the first spring leaf important to the narrator?  How is the pressed leaf like a family photo?
· The narrator writes about his tree in winter:  “Now every night before I go to bed, I peek out the window and wave to my tree. When it snows I hang up treats for the birds.”  How does the narrator want the tree to feel in winter?
· In summer, the narrator writes: “I love it when the tree flowers turn into winged seeds.”  What has the narrator been doing with the toy airplane?  How is a toy airplane like a winged seed?  What is another name for winged seeds? (helicopters)
· The book concludes:  “But if you want to visit my tree, come in the fall. That’s my favorite time. Can you guess why?”   Why might fall be the narrator’s favorite season for the tree?
· What cycles did the narrator experience?
12.  Continue the content and unit them by reading “A Tree for All Seasons.”  (Week 2, Day 3 Interactive Read-Aloud)
Differentiation “extra support” strategies:
· In order to provide more support for directionality and one-to-one correspondence, write students’ sentences on individual sentence strips. 
· Have students place sticker dots (or mark text with bingo markers) above the words and touch-read their sentences.  
Differentiation “challenge” strategies:
· Have students respond to the higher-level thinking questions in the discussion of “Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf.”


	Lesson Closure

	Include a lesson formative or summative assessment

Review lesson outcome and tie the lesson back to the essential question.
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