K Unit: Caring About Myself and Others

Week 2: Learning About Myself and My Family
Day 1


Instructional Lesson Plan

	Grade:  Kindergarten           Unit Title:  Caring About Myself and Others
                                             Story selection:  Families by Ann Morris 

	Lesson Overview

	This lesson is written for day one of a week-long focus on families.  It provides a fluid and student-centered transition from students’ previous learning experiences based on self and others. The teacher must keep in mind that the kindergarten student is socially and emotionally ego-centric and will benefit from learning about families in the context of how is impacts them.  

	Teacher Preparation and Planning

	· Unit pre-assessments are based on observation notes previously gathered during discussions with students about themselves, what they can do, and how they have grown and changed.  Formative assessments gathered during week one of the unit can also provide guidance.
· Gather pictures of families.  Recognize that your selections will fuel the students’ observations and conversations.  Select pictures that challenge stereotypes and depict the variety of families represented within your classroom.
· Create a sentence strip or banner with the mystery word “interdependent” boldly displayed.  Place the word in the middle of a circle thinking map.
· Make a T- chart titled Families as a classroom resource.  Label one column “Family member…” and the other column “How this person helps …” . Use rebus pictures to support the text.  Post the chart in a location that invites students to gather and contribute information about families throughout the week.  Set aside time and add comments daily.
· Create similar blank T- charts for student use.  Consider providing choices: a single sheet of paper, a poster, a blank flip book, etc. 
· Gather a song(s) or poem(s) about families.
· Gather the book  Families by Ann Morris.  You may select an alternative age-appropriate text the represents families of differing cultures and structure if you are unable to locate Ms. Morris’ book.
· Apply WIDA Performance Definitions and CAN DO Descriptors to differentiate the lesson for English Language Learners. Anticipate difficulties that may require further explanation.

· Apply accommodations and modifications for Children with Individual Education Programs (IEP).

· Use open-ended questioning and provide differentiation of content/process/product for those students demonstrating advanced learning capabilities or a readiness for increased challenge.



	Essential Question for the Day’s Focus

	How do the members of a family help and care for one another?


	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	RI.K.1 With prompting and support ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

RI.K.5 Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book.
RI.K. 10 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.
RF.K.1 d. Recognize and name all upper and lower case letters of the alphabet.

RF.K.4 Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding.
SL.K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

SL.K.2 Confirm understanding of text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is not understood.

SL.K.3 Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is not understood.

SL.K.4 Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide additional detail.

SL.K.5 Add drawing or visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail.

SL.K.6 Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

L.K.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar  and usage when writing or speaking

L.K.6: Use words and phrases acquired through conversation reading and being read to and responding to text.


	Student Outcomes

	· Students will form generalization about families.
· Students will identify ways that they contribute to a family.
· Students will engage in conversation to understand the text.

· Students will use prior knowledge and experiences to make connections to the text.

· Student, with prompting and support, respond to questions about text by speaking, dramatizing or writing including the use of technology.
· Students will generate questions as they make connections to the text/learning experience.
· Students will recognize that pictures help to explain the text.


	Materials

	· A poem or song about families. (See Teacher Preparation)
· The mystery word “interdependent” written on sentence strip or banner and placed in the center of a circle thinking map.
· Pictures of families displayed around the room. (See Resources)
· Text: Families by Ann Morris.
· Sticky notes in two colors. 


	Unit Pre-Assessment

	· Observation notes previously gathered during discussions with students about themselves, what they can do, and how they have grown and changed. 
Lesson Pre-Assessment:  

Act as scribe as students tell about their families through class, group, or individual oral language experiences [Language Experience Approach/LEA].  Use knowledge gained from LEA’s to guide and drive discussions during the lesson. 



	Lesson Procedure

	Whole group:  20 minutes

Motivate the students by singing a song or reciting a poem about families.
Introduce the lesson by showing the mystery word “interdependent” in the center of a circle map.  Ask students if they have any idea what the word might mean.  Scribe their ideas in the circle map without confirming or correcting their thoughts.   Explain to students that their challenge today is to come up with a meaning [definition] for this word based on what they know and will learn about families. 
Prior to Interactive Read Aloud: Share a display of photographs representing different family groups.   Confirm prior understandings by inviting students to identify and name the possible role of people in the various pictures, such as, “That might be the grandmother because she is older than everyone else. That is the baby.”  

Before reading:  Share the cover and title of Ann Morris” Families.  Establish the purpose for reading as that of finding out who is in a family and how what each person does within the family might help us define the mystery word “interdependent.”

During reading:  

Pause to ask text dependent questions scaffolding from simple to complex questions:
· …who are the family members in this family?  

· …what is their job within the family?

· …based on what you have learned from this book how might the members in this family love and care for one another?

After reading:   Through discussion lead students to understand that the families in the book and on display are all made up of people who do things for the others in their family that show that they help and care about one another.   Ask students how they and their family members help and care for one another.  For example, “Dad cooks dinner and the children clear the table.”  “Mom cuts the lawn and Grandmother sweeps the sidewalk.”   
Independent application: 20 minutes

Give students pre-labeled “Family member…” “How this person helps …” T- charts similar to the one set up for week-long contributions.  Invite students to draw individual family members on one side and what that member does for the family on the other side.  Mingle and scribe student comments, if possible.  Consider providing differentiated product choices to provide optimal levels of challenge for students. 



	Lesson Closure

	Shared experience:  10 minutes

Refer back to the mystery word “interdependence.”  Define the term simply as: the need for people to do things for one another.   Replace the initial suggestions on the circle map with actual examples of ways that families are interdependent.  


	Possible Extension: 

	· Provide pictures of cats & kittens, dogs & puppies, a pod of porpoises, or a flock of geese to initiate investigations about animal families and the roles and responsibilities of their members.
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