Instructional Lesson Plan

English Language Arts


	Grade:

Kindergarten
	Unit Title:

                Caring About Myself and Others
	Week 2, Days 3-5

	Essential Question:  How do I learn about yourself and others?

	Week 2 Focus:  

· How do members of a family help and care for each other?


	Lesson Overview

	These lessons are written for days 3-5 of a week-long focus on families.  Students will be invited to think logically and sequentially about the things they do every day and the impact that those choices have on self and others. Teachers must remember that building on students’ prior knowledge and helping them to make meaning of new ideas are vital to sustaining interest and understanding among young learners.  The lessons include songs, poems, videos, and a story about families and how they help and care for each other.  Students participate in discussions with adults and peers, shared reading and writing activities, and prepare a final narrative report on a treasured family memory. Students will also use technology to continue a yearlong project, Family Message Journal, on www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resource.org .


	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	· Gather the book What Happens on Wednesdays by Emily Jenkins and Lauren Castillo.   (Teachers may select and use an alternative text that involves daily routines and schedules.)

· Prepare a large chart labeled “Daily Schedule” with 5 rows for entries labeled: before school, in the morning, in the afternoon, after school, in the evening.  

· Prepare a large chart titled “What Happens on Wednesdays” that aligns with the time schedule of the story.  

· Pre-read What Happens on Wednesdays in order to plan where to stop and check for comprehension via text dependent questions of increasing complexity.  You may wish to place a sticky-note at these spots with questioning prompts.  

· Apply WIDA Performance Definitions and CAN DO Descriptors to differentiate the lesson for English Language Learners. . http://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
· Apply accommodations and modifications for Children with Individual Education Programs (IEP).

· http://marylandlearninglinks.org
· Apply appropriate elements of UDL as appropriate to give students options for representation, expression, and engagement. http://www.udlcenter.org


	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	RL.K.1 With prompting and support ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

RL.K.3 With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story.

RL.K. 5 Recognize common types of text (e.g., storybooks, poems).

RL.K. 10 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.

RF.K.1 Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.

a) Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.

b) Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific sequences of letters.

c) Understand that words are separated by spaces in print.

RF.K.4 Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding.

SL.K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

SL.K.2 Confirm understanding of text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is not understood.

SL.K.3 Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is not understood.

SL.K.4 Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide additional detail.

SL.K.5 Add drawing or visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail.

SL.K.6 Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

L.K.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

L.K.6: Use words and phrases acquired through conversation reading and being read to and responding to text.
W.K.3 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened.

	Student Outcomes

	· Students will ask and answer questions about a text.
· Students will order story events to create a schedule.
· Students will demonstrate foundational reading skills during shared reading activities.
· Students will participate in conversations with adults and peers on kindergarten topics and texts.
· Students will speak clearly to express ideas and events.
· With prompting and support, students will describe a familiar event and provide additional detail.
· Students will use drawing and dictating to produce a narrative piece about a family memory.

	Materials

	· Text: What Happens on Wednesdays by Emily Jenkins and Lauren Castillo 

· Poem:  Family

· Video, I Love My Family http://pbskids.org/video/?pid=89IQQecN8xAQRER8RiaTApwpt1sP0dWB&category=Between%20the%20Lions.
· Song, Days of The Week http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OPzIbbvoiMA&feature=related
· Song This is My Family (about different family configurations) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dH5RTW0gh30&feature=related 
· Blank “Daily Schedule” chart (see Teacher Preparation)
· Paper, drawing materials for accordion books



	Pre-Assessment

	Observation notes previously gathered during discussions with students about themselves, what they can do, and how they have grown and changed. 


	Lesson Procedure

	Day 1
· Motivate students by singing familiar song such as This is My Family (about different family configurations) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dH5RTW0gh30&feature=related .  Remind students that there are many different kinds of families.
· Review with students what family members say and do that make them a family.  Responses should reflect an understanding of interdependence; that family members show care and love by speaking and acting in ways that support others in the family.  

· Have students sing and clap to interactive song, Days of The Week http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OPzIbbvoiMA&feature=related .  (Remind them that today is Wednesday)
· Introduce the lesson by showing the incomplete “Daily Schedule” with five rows labeled: before school, in the morning, in the afternoon, after school, in the evening.  As the teacher, think-aloud and fill in each row with something you plan to do in each portion of the day.   For example:  Every Wednesday morning, I wake up and think about what I am going to do today. First I get out of bed and take a shower, etc. I wake up my children, cook breakfast, etc.  Discuss with children that this is your “daily plan” and that it helps you get things done that are important to you and to others.   

· Set the purpose for reading by explaining to students that they are going to listen to a story about a little girl and the things she and her family does on Wednesdays.   Encourage them to listen carefully during the reading of What Happens on Wednesday and to think about how their day is the same or different from the little girl’s day.

· Engage students in an interactive read aloud of What Happens on Wednesday, stopping after each event to check for comprehension by using text dependent questions of increasing complexity.   Students identify characters, settings, and major events in the story. Write each event on a sentence strip.  

· Show the large chart titled “What Happens on Wednesdays” with the time schedule of the story.   Invite students to sequence the story events one at a time to the time periods in the schedule.  Return to the text to confirm the sequence of the family’s activities on Wednesday after each match.

Day 2
· Motivate students by singing again, We Are Family.  

· Students revisit and read the completed chart: What Happens on Wednesdays” Students ask and answer questions to review the activities the family was involved in during the day.

· Reread the story.  Discuss with students things that their families do that are the same and different as the family in the story.
· Have a student demonstrate coming to the chart and putting a red check next to the activities in the story schedule that are the same as their family’s activities, and a blue X next to activities that are different from their family’s activities.

· Give each student a completed copy of the story schedule What Happens on Wednesdays.   Have them put a red check next to the activities in the story schedule that are the same as their family’s activities and a blue X next to activities that are different from their family’s activities.
Day 3

· Share short video I Love My Family: http://pbskids.org/video/?pid=89IQQecN8xAQRER8RiaTApwpt1sP0dWB&category=Between%20the%20Lions.  Students discuss, “What things did they love to do with their family?”
· Engage students in a shared reading of the poem Family, utilizing the poem to teach foundational reading skills: high-frequency words, concepts of print (directionality, one-to-one correspondence between spoken and written words, spaces between words, punctuation, color words).Discuss with students how their class is like a family.  Elicit details from the poem.

· Students complete a narrative writing:  Making Accordion Books.  Discuss with student a favorite memory of an experience shared with their family.  Model telling a story:  “Once my family and I went……..”  “We…..”  Students share a family memory story, speaking clearly and demonstrating command of standard English.
· Guide students to make an accordion book (or provide a pre-made one) and draw a picture on each page that illustrates part of their story.
· Scribe or have students add text to their storybooks as appropriate to the levels of the students.

	Lesson Closure

	· Allow the students an opportunity to share and tell their stories to a partner or in a small group.
· Place student books in the library for future use.

Technology Connection

· Students will also use technology to add to the yearlong project, Family Message Journal, on www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resource.org .

ESL Connection
· My Family- Lesson teaches vocabulary about family members: http://www.english-4kids.com/kidsvideos/beginnervideos/family/family.html 

Math Connection

· Students learn and practice telling time to the hour.  Students make paper plate clocks and practice telling time with a partner.

Possible Extensions
· Provide weekly diaries and encourage students to make daily entries about one thing they did each day.

· Conference with students and help them set an achievable, desired goal.  Name the goal and set the mark or “deadline” on a weekly or monthly chart.  Provide support in helping them move toward the goal and check off mini-achievements along the way. 

· Foster research, creative writing, and scheduling by having a student select a place to visit.  Have them enter what they would like to do each day of a seven-day vacation or visit.
Related Texts

Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes
Pablo's Tree by Pat Mora
Three Cheers for Catherine the Great! by Cari Best


	Assessment

	Teacher observation of the following: 

· participation in class discussions

· contributions to class charts

· quality responses to questions

· student oral presentations
Student accordion books 
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