Lesson Seed Resource 3

Thematic Pathways Through the Novel

Below are five important strands that Cisneros weaves throughout The House on Mango Street.  As alternatives to a traditional chronological reading of the novel, teachers may consider focusing on these short sequences separately, either with a whole class or assigning them to different groups. Even if the class reads the entire novel straight through, highlighting these thematically connected chapters will allow students to see how Cisneros’s structure helps her to achieve her purpose in the work (RL.9-10.5).
The first chapter in each sequence may be used as a model for close reading; guiding questions may be found in Resource HMS1: Guiding Questions for Close Reading of Selected Chapters.


1. “Finding a Home”
What does it mean to have a home? Starting with the very first chapter and continuing through to the very last, Cisneros and her narrator reflect on the process of having a place to call home.
· Consider excerpts from the author introduction to the 25th-anniversary edition to see how Cisneros’ own sense of home affected her composition.








The House on Mango Street
A Rice Sandwich
Elenita, Cards, Palm, Water
No Speak English
Bums in the Attic
Alicia & I Talking on Edna’s Steps
A House of My Own




2. “A Woman’s Place”
The forces that keep women from growing and flourishing make up a key element of the novel. By introducing the reader to the various women of the neighborhood and the different paths they take to try to find their freedom, Cisneros raises questions about the roles of culture, of economics, and of gender in limiting their choices.
· Close reading focused on making inferences—what is the author saying by not saying it?
· Use excerpts from PBS film The City/La Ciudad or the accompanying website: http://www.pbs.org/itvs/thecity/immigration4.html


Marin
Alicia Who Sees Mice
Hips
Sire
Rafaela Who Drinks Coconut &
Papaya Juice on Tuesdays
Sally
Minerva Writes Poems
Beautiful & Cruel
Linoleum Roses


3. “Growing Up”
As the narrator grows older through the novel, her perspective changes, and the way she deals with the challenges of growing up give insights into her character.
· Explore how language, including diction and syntax, help to define character and voice. Cisneros consciously changes the way Esperanza and the other children speak as they get older throughout the book. 


Our Good Day
The Family of Little Feet
Chanclas
Hips
The First Job
Sire
Sally
The Monkey Garden



4. “Becoming a Writer”
Part of Esperanza’s identity that grows throughout the novel is her recognition of the power of her education and of her love of language, a love she shares with Cisneros. Her development from a childhood celebration of the magic of words to her desire to tell her own story echoes the key purpose of the novel itself.
· Close reading focused on metaphor and other figurative language—how poetic language is closely linked to childhood imagination
· Commentary/argument on the role of education in empowering individuals, especially those living in poverty
· Reflection Cisneros’ author’s introduction may generate discussion on to what extent Esperanza reflects the author’s own experiences of becoming a writer.


Darius & the Clouds
And Some More
Born Bad
Edna’s Ruthie
Four Skinny Trees
A House of My Own
Mango Says Goodbye Sometimes




5. “Dangers in the World”
For students who are ready, the sequence that comes late in the book including the depiction of the sexual assault on the narrator makes for a harrowing but focused mini-narrative. The shattering of Esperanza’s illusions about the boundaries of her world gives her the impetus for her final escape. (If there are concerns in your school about the appropriateness of the novel, these are the chapters to stay away from.)


(The First Job)
[foreshadowing of later assault]
Sally
What Sally Said

The Monkey Garden
Red Clowns
Linoleum Roses


