


Lesson Seed, Resource 1

Guiding Questions for Close Reading of Selected Chapters

Students should be reading carefully and analytically throughout the novel. As a way of modeling this practice, lead students through a careful reading of selected chapters. the questions and notes listed below correspond to the first chapters of each of the thematic sequences outlined in HMS3: Thematic Pathways Through the Novel.
Teachers may use the questions below as think-alouds while modeling a close reading, or have students address them individually, in writing or in small groups.

“The House on Mango Street”
	What information does the reader get from the first paragraph?
	What can you infer from the fact that the family as moved so frequently?
Note verb tense in ¶4: we “would.” Sense of dreams, hopes, aspirations
	Identify the contrasts between ideals (¶4) and reality (¶5).
What do you learn from the narrator’s conversation with the nun? Why does she say, 
“I knew then I had to have a house”?
Explain the significance of the final sentence.

“Marin”
What can you infer from the first paragraph about the relationship between Marin and her boyfriend?
Explain Marin’s definition of what makes “the best jobs” (¶2).
[¶3: We learn in the previous chapter that Marin is staying temporarily with her aunt and uncle.]
Do you get a positive or negative impression of Marin from this and the previous chapter?
Discuss the structure and images of the final sentence.

“Our Good Day”
How are the girls characterized by the way they speak? How old do they sound?
Refer to the previous chapter to help explain Cathy’s character and why she reacts the way she does.
What is the “joke” that only Esperanza gets when Lucy says, “Her was born here”?
Describe the overall tone of the chapter. What is important about the girls’ buying the bike together?

“Darius & the Clouds”/”And Some More”
What is Esperanza saying in the first paragraph? How would you compare the language in this paragraph to what has come before?
Explain the contrast between the description of Darius and what he says. What is the author’s purpose in setting up this contrast?
As Esperanza begins looking at the clouds with the other girls, what do you notice about the difference between her descriptions and theirs?
What is the effect of the way that the author formats the dialogue in “And Some More”?
Can you keep track of who is speaking? Does it matter?
How does the chapter end? What is the connection between the tone here and at the beginning of the chapter?

“The First Job”
Based on the first few sentences of the chapter, what are Esperanza’s reasons for wanting to get a job?
What details in the chapter suggest that Esperanza is trying to be someone she is not?
What details in the chapter foreshadow the events at the end?
Esperanza does not describe her reaction to the man’s assault. Why do you suppose Cisneros made this choice?


Excerpts on style from author’s introduction:
	“She thinks stories are about beauty. Beauty that is there to be admired by anyone, like a herd of clouds grazing overhead. She thinks people who are busy working for a living deserve beautiful little stories, because they don’t have much time and are often tired. She has in mind a book that can be opened at any page and will still make sense to the reader who doesn’t know what came before or what comes after.
	She experiments, creating a text that is as succinct and flexible as poetry, snapping sentences to fragments so that the reader pauses, making each sentence serve her and not the other way round, abandoning quotation marks to streamline the typography and make the page as simple and readable as possible. So that the sentences are pliant as branches and can be read in more ways than one.”     (xvii)



