


Lesson Seeds 1-5
For Anchor Text: The House on Mango Street 


Student Outcomes:
Students will 
· apply close active reading skills to analyze content and structure, and cite evidence 
· use response journals to reflect on the connection of the novel to the unit theme of identity, as well as to draw conclusions about the author’s style and purpose
· analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme
· explain the ways in which the author’s style communicates her theme of a young person coming of age
· engage in small-group and whole-class discussions about the details of the text and its connections to students’ own personal experiences
· apply appropriate language conventions, incorporate vocabulary purposefully and effectively

Standards:
Reading Literature
RL.9-10.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  
RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 
RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone.)
RL.9-10.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise

Reading Information
RI.9-10.2   Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
RI.9-10.3   Analyze how an author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 
RI.9-10.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance the point of view or purpose.

Writing
W.9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
W. 9-10.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
W.9-10.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

Speaking and Listening
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively

Language
L. 9-10.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
L. 9-10.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

Seed 1: The House on Mango Street, written in 1984, uses an unusual structure to tell the story of a young Latina girl growing up in her Chicago neighborhood. Told as a series of loosely connected vignettes, the novel offers opportunities for close reading as well as the tracing of key symbols and motifs across stories. 
Students have already read and discussed the chapter “My Name” at the start of the unit. Have students share their inferences from that chapter: what do they know about the character of Esperanza from that initial reading? They may draw conclusions about the character’s age, her ethnicity, her social status, or her personality. Discuss the idea of inference and how they can draw these conclusions, even when the information is not explicitly stated. Conduct a close reading of the first chapter in the book, “The House on Mango Street,” to gather more information about the character and get a sense of one of the book’s major themes—her search for a home, both literal and metaphorical. See “Guiding Questions for Close Reading of Selected Chapters” for the teacher to pose: students may respond in writing or in a whole-class discussion.
Ask students to discuss the connotations of the word “home.” How is it different from other words with the same denotation, such as house, domicile, dwelling, etc.
Decide on a reading schedule or process for studying the novel (see Seed 2 below, for options).

Seed 2: The House on Mango Street is “a text that is as succinct and flexible as poetry” (xvii), and when students recognize this aspect of Cisneros’ style, they may become less frustrated with the novel’s lack of a traditional plot sequence and character development. Encourage students to respond to the language itself throughout the novel, by thinking like a poet:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Rather than formally assessing students’ reading with quizzes or study questions, have them keep a reading journal in which they question and respond to the text. For selected chapters, ask them to write a developed reaction to a word choice, phrase, or passage. See the “Student Response Journal” prompt and rubric for evaluating this kind of writing, using exemplars.
There are many options for leading students through the novel, including having them read the entire work independently outside of class, doing some oral readings in class, or creating a combination. Cisneros has described her work as “a book that can be opened at any page and will still make sense to the reader who doesn’t know what came before or what comes after” (xvii). Therefore, if time is a factor, you could excerpt the novel fairly easily without losing too much.
One approach to the novel might be to focus students’ attention on key themes that develop throughout the sequence of stories. Teachers could ask students to read and then discuss each of these sequences, or use a jigsaw approach, in which different groups of students read different vignette sequences and then share their findings and conclusions.
Several suggestions are provided in “Thematic Pathways Through the Novel” and model discussion questions for a careful reading of the first chapter in each sequence are outlined in “Guiding Questions for Close Reading of Selected Chapters.”

Seed 3: Conduct a whole class close reading of one of the modeled chapters, such as “Our Good Day” or “Marin,” or another passage of the teacher’s choosing. Have students write a short paragraph in which they make a claim about the narrator, another character, or the author, and support it with concrete textual evidence. This is an opportunity for the teacher to make clear the expectations for developing a text-based argument, and to prepare for the analytic writing students will do later in the unit.

Seed 4: If students are working in separate groups to consider different themes of the novel, have them plan and present a brief explanation of the theme. Rather than summarizing the text—explaining what happens in each chapter—students should begin with a claim about the author’s beliefs, then use the text, outside resources, and their own personal experiences to support that claim.

Seed 5: As a culminating activity for students’ reading journals, have students collaboratively create a found poem based on resonant phrases, images, and sentences from throughout the novel. Have each student select one brief excerpt, then collect them together for groups to select. Each group will then create a poem that communicates an idea that resonates with them, based on their reading of the novel.
As students move on to consider other texts in the unit, they should continue to keep a running journal about the ways that authors address the central theme of identity.
Additional Resources for Reading The House on Mango Street

Author’s Introduction to the 2009 (25th Anniversary) Edition of the Novel:
Cisneros reflects on the person she was when she wrote The House on Mango Street, and how its themes of home and identity are connected with her own experiences. This essay clearly shows how the novel is not autobiographical, but rather a carefully crafted fiction.
The City/La Ciudad
Highlighting the plight of four recent Latin American immigrants in the United States, this film from PBS tells stories of loss, love, frustration, hope, and the struggle to build their lives, communities, and their dreams.
Detailed information is available at http://www.pbs.org/itvs/thecity/.
The section of the film and the website titled “Seamstress (Costurera)” may be most relevant to Cisneros’ discussion of the plight of working women: http://www.pbs.org/itvs/thecity/stories4.html
The film also raises provocative questions about the line between documentary and fictional storytelling; consider the filmmaker’s explanation of how it was conceived and created: http://www.pbs.org/itvs/thecity/film1.html




