9h grade Unit Components

Unit Title: The Search for Identity



Length of Unit: 5 Weeks

	Unit Overview

	This 9th grade unit titled “The Search for Identity” focuses on the concept that identity is a result of multiple complex factors, including culture, family, peers, and environment, and that defining oneself is a complex process.  Through texts in a variety of genres (novel, short story, poem, literary non-fiction, graphic novel), and from a variety of cultural perspectives (African-American, Iranian-American, Latino, Native American), students analyze not only how characters define their identity, but also how they struggle with defining themselves in relation to the people in their lives, and in the context of and in opposition to their worlds.  Students will undoubtedly make connections between the complexities that have shaped their own identities and the characters’ experiences as they construct responses to the essential question, What Defines Who We Are?
In this unit, students engage primarily with the novel, The House on Mango Street which contains a series of vignettes about the life of a young Latina Girl. Through a uniquely informal style and structure, the author uncovers a host of complex ideas about the search for one’s identity. Students begin the unit by considering language use and evaluating the effectiveness of word choice on the overall meaning and tone of the text. Students closely read the novel and, through a variety of reading and writing tasks, demonstrate their ability to analyze author’s style and purpose and interpret thematic elements. Students also read and analyze a poem which they use as a model to write their own poem that explores the theme of identity. Additionally, students read a short story and complete a character analysis followed by an analytical comparison of a nonprint text and the short story. Students also read from literary nonfiction texts and complete a task that requires another comparison of two memoirs written in different genres.

As a culminating task, students’ ability to explain how an author uses diction, imagery, and structure to convey her identity will be assessed. 
Throughout this lesson, students write routinely in response to the different texts they read. They make claims about the ideas presented in the texts and support their claims with information derived from the text. Students write a poem with narrative elements, explanatory paragraphs that examine author’s purpose and character development, and finally, an argument and an explanatory essay. As they respond to text-dependent questions throughout the unit, students demonstrate their ability to synthesize, paraphrase, and summarize the information from the texts while producing clear, coherent writing that is appropriate for the task, purpose and audience.


	Essential Question 

	What defines who we are?


	Unit Standards

	 Reading Literature

RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 
RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone.) 

RL.9-10.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise
RL.9-10. 6 Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature.

RL.9-10.7 Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus). 
RL.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.  
Reading Information
RI.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.9-10.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
RI.9-10.3 Analyze how an author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 

RI.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative, connotative and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from that of a newspaper)
RI.9-10.5 Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 

RI.9-10.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance the point of view or purpose. 

RI.9-10.7 Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each account.  
RI.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 9-10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.  
Writing

W.9-10.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

a. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.

W.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic.

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).

W.9-10.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

W.9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.  

W.9-10.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.  

W.9-10.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

W.9-1010. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Speaking and Listening

SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
Language

L.9-10.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

L.9-10.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.


	Student Outcomes

	Students will

· recognize how people and characters define themselves as individuals through multiple complex factors, including culture, family, peers, and environment, and that defining oneself is a complex process 

· closely read texts of various lengths to analyze content and structure, and cite evidence

· respond to texts (orally and in writing) coherently  and thoughtfully
· develop and support their claims with textual information

· participate in small-group and whole-class discussions
· apply appropriate language conventions, incorporate vocabulary purposefully and effectively


	 Text Selections for Unit Lessons 

	Anchor Text
· The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros

Supporting Texts
· “Where I’m From” Poem by George Ella Lyon (available at http://www.georgeellalyon.com/where.html)
· “Sweet Potato Pie” Short Story by Eugenia Collier (available at http://ebookbrowse.com/sweet-potato-pie-eugenia-collier-pdf-d76498091)
· Excerpts from Lipstick Jihad by Azadeh Moaveni (available at http://books.google.com/books—search for Lipstick Jihad)
· Excerpts from Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi
Nonprint
· “Hoeing” by Robert Gwathmey; 1943 painting (available at http://old.post-gazette.com/pg/08181/892858-42.stm)

	Assessments

	Formative assessments embedded throughout each lesson
Analytic writing in response to text-dependant questions
Contributions to small group and class discussions

Peer evaluations

Reader response journal entries
Responses on graphic organizers
Explanatory paragraphs and essays                    
Argument essay

In-class on-demand writing in response to text-dependant questions


	Lesson Plans

	Lesson Plan #1: close reading of poem “Where I’m From”; routine writing

Lesson Plan #2: close reading of short story, “Sweet Potato Pie”; analytical writing; analysis of nonprint text, “Hoeing”



	Lesson Seeds

	Lesson Seed #1: Close reading of chapter one of House on Mango Street; making inferences, examining connotation/denotation
Lesson Seed #2: Student Reading Response Journal for House on Mango Street
Lesson Seed #3: Making a claim and using textual evidence from House on Mango Street
Lesson Seed #4: Examining the theme of House on Mango Street
Lesson Seed #5: Creating a found poem

Lesson Seed #6: Comparison of two memoirs in different genres
Lesson Seed #7: Unit Assessment


	Additional Suggested Resources

	· Sherman Alexie “Superman and Me” (available at http://articles.latimes.com/1998/apr/19/books/bk-42979)

· Sandra Cisneros “Straw into Gold”
· Zora Neale Hurston “How it Feels to be Colored Me”
· Alice Walker, “A Name Is Sometimes an Ancestor Saying Hi”
· Tobias Wolff, “Powder”
· Paul Laurence Dunbar, “We Wear the Mask”
· Langston Hughes “Theme for English B”

· Li-Young Lee, “Mnemonic”
· Pat Mora, “A Voice”

· Marge Piercy, “A Work of Artifice,” “Barbie Doll”

· Amy Tan, “Mother Tongue”
· Jeanna Houston Farewell to Manzanar 
· Self Portraits: Andy Warhol, Frida Kahlo, Jean Michel Basquiat

· Lesson Plan on Self-Portraits from the National Gallery of Art at http://www.nga.gov/education/classroom/self_portraits/index.shtm


	Interdisciplinary Connections

	History/social Studies: geographical, societal, and cultural issues
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