



Lesson Seed #6
Comparison of Two Memoirs in Different Genres

Texts: Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi (2003);  Lipstick Jihad by Azadeh Moaveni (2005)

These two works about contemporary young women from Iran—one raised in the United States who returns to her grandparents’ home to discover the truth behind the headlines, and the other an expatriate who comes of age in Europe after being sent away by her parents for her own protection—give very different perspectives on a culture and history not always well-known to American students.
Standards:
Reading Information
RI.9-10.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.9-10.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
RI.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative, connotative and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from that of a newspaper).
RI.9-10.7 Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.

Writing
W.9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
a. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.
W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
W.9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.  
W.9-10.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.  
W.9-10.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
W.9-10.10 Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences

Speaking and Listening
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively
Language
L.9-10.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
L.9-10.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

Student Outcomes
Students will
· read and compare selections from both books. Satrapi’s memoir is composed in graphic form, so students can discuss and write about how her simple line drawings communicate differently than Moaveni’s written text.
· work cooperatively  to discuss the effects of each form.
·  write an essay arguing which author is more effective in communicating her purpose, considering such factors as the development of voice, the perspective communicated by the narrative, and, perhaps most importantly, the choice of genre. They will have to consider how appropriate and effective the relatively new genre of graphic non-fiction is in telling the author’s story.

Note: Potential passages for analysis might include the discussion of the wearing of the veil (Satrapi 3–9, Moaveni 42–43).


Teachers should plan to lead students through the writing process for this task. Activities should include some or all of the following:
· self-reflection and revision
· writing conferences
· peer feedback
· teacher feedback on drafts
· focused mini-lessons on areas of need demonstrated by drafts 

Rubric for Comparing Two Texts
Score of 5
This response demonstrates consistent mastery, although it may have minor errors. This response
· effectively states and develops a claim that compares or contrasts the two texts, provides thoughtful insights, and uses specific and appropriate details from each text to achieve its purpose.
· uses a clear, effective structure that leads readers through the argument.
· incorporates quotations from both texts easily and effectively.
· features concrete, effective diction and varied sentence structure to maintain reader interest.
· is generally free of errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics.
Score of 4
This response demonstrates adequate mastery with occasional lapses in quality. This response
· sets up a clear comparison, exhibits sound thinking, and uses appropriate supporting details.
· is generally organized, focused, and coherent.
· generally uses language and vocabulary effectively.
· demonstrates some variety in sentence structure.
· may have some errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics.
Score of 3
This response demonstrates partial mastery, but it has one or more flaws. This response
· compares the two texts but needs more of a focus and lacks some supporting detail.
· lacks some organization, focus, and coherence.
· generally uses language coherently, but some word choices are vague or inappropriate.
· lacks variety in sentence structure and/or has some sentence errors.
· some of the errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics affect meaning
Score of 2
This response demonstrates little mastery and is marred by one or more weaknesses. This response
· has a vague or limited claim, weak thinking, and inappropriate or insufficient supporting detail.
· is poorly organized, lacking focus and coherence.
· contains some incorrect word choice.
· demonstrates simplistic or incorrect sentence structure.
· contains errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics that affect meaning.
Score of 1
This response demonstrates a lack of mastery and serious flaws. This response
· does not state or develop a claim and provides little, if any, supporting detail.
· is disorganized, rambling, or incoherent.
· has numerous errors in vocabulary and language use.
· has serious flaws in sentence structure.
· contains numerous errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics that consistently affect meaning.
Score of 0
No response or a response that is completely irrelevant will receive a score of zero.




