“Where I’m From” 
Poem Rubric
	Component
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Basic

	Word Choice
	Word choice is effective and precise throughout the poem, evoking a vivid image of the speaker’s identity and sense of self
	Word choice is effective, evoking an image of the speaker’s identity and sense of self
	Word choice is vague, repetitive or imprecise, or has little connection to the speaker’s identity and sense of self

	Imagery
	Sensory details create vivid images that contribute significantly to conveying the speaker’s identity and sense of self
	Sensory details create images that contribute to conveying the speaker’s identity and sense of self
	Sensory details are lacking, or do not contribute to conveying the speaker’s identity and sense of self

	Structure
	Effectively imitates the original; connections between the two are clear and effective
	Imitates the original; connections between the two are clear
	Partially or incompletely imitates the original; has few structural connections

	Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics
	Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage; is free of mechanical and grammatical errors
	Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage; has few mechanical and grammatical errors
	Does not demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage; has many mechanical and grammatical errors that interfere with meaning



