Instructional Lesson Plan

English Language Arts


	Grade: 8
	Unit Title: Overcoming Societal Challenges                Lesson: 4 

	Lesson Overview

	This lesson focuses on students researching the societal challenge related to the independent reading of the text used for the literature circles. The length of the research will cover one or more weeks and will be dependent up how much of the research is completed in class or as homework.  It is suggested that students complete some research and writing steps independently at home. Logical lesson breaking points are indicated by a line break and an * in the lesson procedures.

	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	· Analyze the lesson for strategic placement of formative assessments. Since this is a multiple day lesson, logical lesson breaking points are indicated by a line break and an * in the lesson procedures. If the teacher breaks the lesson at any of those points, a formative assessment and summary/closure should be added.
· Teacher may choose to create a worksheet or graphic organizer for research notes. 

· Prepare the materials listed in the Materials section of this Lesson Plan.
The following suggestions may be utilized to differentiate the lesson appropriately based on the individual needs of students.

· Apply appropriate elements of UDL: 

· Encourage use of multi-media sources for research.

· Develop an e-organizer for research notes.

· Develop additional leveled, text dependent questions to guide research.

· Create a paper or electronic version of a graphic organizer to guide research.  
· Consider having students work in partners to conduct research.  
· For Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) see www.marylandlearninglinks.org or on FaceBook at http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=wizard#!/pages/Maryland-Learning-Links/129304937184895
· Apply WIDA Performance Definitions and CAN DO Descriptors to differentiate lesson for English Language Learners.

· Provide illustrations or photographs to illustrate the themes of the text
· Create a personalized dictionary with vocabulary and literary terms used in the lesson; use pictures if possible. 
· Use of bilingual dictionary

	Essential Question

	How do we find the strength within to overcome challenges that are beyond our control?

	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	RI.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

RI.8.3 Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events.
RI.8.8  Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.
RI.8.9 Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.
RI.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary non-fiction at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 8)
W.8.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others.

W.8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.

W.8.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

W.8.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and

identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.
SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

SL.8.5 Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest.

SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

L.8.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
L.8.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

L.8.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

L.8.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

	Student Outcomes

	· Students will complete a research project related to the societal challenge of the text they are reading for literature circle analysis.
· Students will give a presentation on the research related to the societal challenge of the text they are reading for literature circle analysis.

	Materials

	· Create a graphic organizer for research note-taking, such as a worksheet, note cards, e-organizer, or other graphic organizer.
· Student access to primary, secondary, and multi-media sources for research.

· Student access to the internet in order for students to include multi-media sources for research, if possible.

· Student access to technology in order for students to be able to produce a multi-media presentation using technology, such as Web 2.0 tools, if possible.

	Pre-Assessment

	Students should be pre-assessed on their ability to independently:

· generate a thesis topic, thesis question, and thesis statement.
· generate supporting focused questions  
· evaluate sources

Students who cannot independently complete these procedures, should be given additional support/mini-lessons on the identified weakness(es).

	Lesson Procedure

	· Students choose a thesis topic/theme related to their literature circle text.  

· Students generate a research question from the chosen thesis topic.  
· The question should be open-ended and should not be answered by looking in one source, especially an encyclopedia.  
· Students who are reading the same text, may have the same thesis/theme, but should generate different research questions.  The exception to this is if the teacher is differentiating by having the research completed in pairs.  In that case the pairs would use the same research question. 
· To be sure that students are using an open-ended question and that questions are not duplicated, the teacher should have all students submit questions for approval before the student can begin research.  Teacher should keep a record of questions.  Students may revise the question during research, but the teacher should approve the revision. (See W.8.7)
· Students should be required to have at least 3 sources that are not encyclopedias (electronic or paper). At least one source should be multimedia, and one should be a primary source.

· During research, students should be employing reading competencies from RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.3, RI.8.8, R I.8.9 and W.8.9. 
· For note-taking purposes, the teacher should provide guidelines, a graphic organizer, or require note-cards.  
· Students should be instructed to record information regarding the sources, using an approved format (MLA or APA) and to follow competencies in W.8.8.

·  Research may be assigned in class, in the computer lab, in the media center/library, and/or for homework.
· As a result of the research, students should generate a claim that answers the research question.

· Students should prepare a multimedia presentation to the class in the form of an argument. (See W.8.2 and W.8.6).   
· The presentation should:

· follow the writing process as outlined in W.8.5

· attend to audience, task, and purpose as outlined in W.8.4

·  include visual aids and be multi-media, employing technology, if possible.
· demonstrate command of standard American English as outlined in L.8.1, L.8.2, and L.8.3.

	Lesson Closure

	·  Students present their research argument to the class, preferably using technology, such as Web 2.0.  
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