Grade 8: Overcoming Societal Challenges


                                           Lesson Seed: 7
How do we find the strength within to overcome a challenge that is beyond our control?

Lesson Seed:  Literature Circles
Lesson Seed Prototype

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


Text(s):

After students have completed reading the Anne Frank diary/drama, they will read an independent novel, historical fiction, memoir, or biography as part of a literature circle study of another societal challenge. (Exclude novels dealing with the Holocaust since the Holocaust was the case study for the unit.).  If students read the Anne Frank diary/drama in class, the literature circle novel can start earlier in the unit. The novel/societal challenge that is the focus of the novel will become the fodder for the research project and topic. Suggested literature circle topics are listed below. See the Unit Components Overview for a list of sample novels, related media, and shorter works.  Note that many novels can overlap several categories.  Since these novels will be read outside of class, teachers should match novels to the student’s independent reading level.
· Injustice/Oppression
· Human Rights/Prejudice
· Poverty /Homelessness

· Environmental Challenges
*Note:  The instructor must prepare appropriate groups and literature circle assignments ahead of time in order to ensure academic success.  All students in a given literature circle group must read the same novel.  The number of texts in the entire class can range from 2 (with half of the small groups reading one text, and the other half reading another text) to 6 (with two or more small groups reading the same text or all groups reading a different text.). Small groups should consist of approximately 4 students.  Larger groups are less productive.  See the Unit Overview for Literature Circle resources and lists of sample texts.    
Standards:
Reading Standards for novels, historical fiction, and other works of literature
RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text.  Including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.  
RL.8.5 Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.
RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, frames, and poems, at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
Reading Standards for memoirs, biographies, and other literary non-fiction
RI.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text.  Including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

RI.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.  

RI.8. 5 Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept.
RI.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
Standards to integrate with reading standards for both literature and literary non-fiction
W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  (Grade-specific writing types are defined in standards 1-3.)
W.8.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics of texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. (For a finer view of SL1, check supporting standards 1a, 1b, 1c, and 1d.)
SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
L.8.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

L.8.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
L.8.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (For a finer view of L4, check supporting standards 4a, 4b, 4c, and 4d.)
L.8.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. (For a finer view of L5, check supporting standards 5a, 5b, and 5c.)
L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities
· Have students read and discuss works of literature or literary non-fiction in literature circles (one to three times a week).
· Focus each student literature circle session around one or more of the grade 8 reading standards. 
· Have students address open-ended text dependent questions in literature circle activities and discussions, as well as the essential question:  How does one find strength within to overcome challenges beyond control?
· Provide opportunities for text dependent routine writing activities within the literature circle activities.
· Weave the writing, speaking/listening, and language standards throughout the literature circle activities and discussions.

· See the Unit Component Overview for resources and methods of conducting literature circles. 
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