Grade 8: Overcoming Societal Challenges    




Lesson Seed 6
How do we find the strength within to overcome challenges that are beyond our control?
Lesson Seed Prototype

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


Text(s): 
· Act 2 of The Diary of Anne Frank (play)
· Anne Frank Remembered…by Miep Gies
· The Diary of a Young Girl, by Anne Frank 
· Memories of Anne Frank: Reflections of a Childhood Friend

· We All Wore Stars: Memories of Anne Frank from Her Classmates by Theo Coster
· We All Wore Stars: Memories of Anne Frank from Her Classmates by Theo Coster pp. 79-84 “The German Invasion”
· MPT Resource:  http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/holocaust-and-resistance
Focus Standards
RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.
W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics of texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
Additional Standards Addressed in Lesson Seed
RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.  

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence
W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W.8.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

L.8.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

L.8.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
L.8.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (For a finer view of L4, check supporting standards 4a, 4b, 4c, and 4d.)
L.8.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. (For a finer view of L5, check supporting standards 5a, 5b, and 5c.)
L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
Student Outcomes/ Suggested Instructional Activities
· Students will continue reading, Act 2 of The Diary of Anne Frank (play), tracking the way the various characters find strength to overcome societal challenges.  The teacher should provide additional excerpts from the diary and from other texts written by other individuals in the annex.  (See additional suggested texts in the list of resources.)

· To introduce this activity, the teacher should review the unit concept and the essential question.  
· Have students discuss the ways that Anne found strength to deal with societal challenges from Act 1.  The students should also reflect upon and/or compare/contrast the ways that other characters dealt with the societal challenges.  This can be done through close reading, jigsaw, gallery walk, class discussion, fishbowl, or Socratic Seminar.  
· Students should continue to read Act 2, as well as other text resources provided by the teacher.  They should use a teacher or student created graphic organizer, note taking sheet, or dialectical journal to record their observations, tracking the ways specific characters found strength to deal with the societal challenges of the Holocaust.  The teacher should have all students focus on Anne, as well as one other character.  The second character can be assigned by the teacher or students can be allowed to choose specific characters to track.  Students should focus on the texts provided, synthesizing information from multiple texts and citing evidence as part of the note-taking process.
*
· Once students have completed the reading of Act 2, the teacher should make time for students to share their observations and supporting evidence in small groups and then share with the larger group through a gallery walk or other sharing activity.  
· Students should evaluate the ways that the characters found strength.  This can be done by placing a colored dot on the gallery walk next to the methods they felt were effective or ineffective (or more or less effective).  
· Students should complete a second gallery walk noting the placement of the dots.  Then, in small groups, discuss the methods that were identified by their classmates, decide if they agree or disagree with the ratings, and cite specific reasons/ text evidence for their opinions.   Have students discuss the role that Anne’s faith plays in her ability to endure challenges during her confinement.
· Have individual students write an explanatory text about 1-3 (no more than 3) of the methods that one character employed to find strength to overcome the societal challenges of the Holocaust.  Students should evaluate the method(s) and cite reasons and specific text evidence to support the evaluation.  
Note:  This assignment could also be completed as an argument:

· students choose a character and make a claim about the effectiveness of the methods that character employed to find strength within

· students choose the most effective method overall, that was employed in the drama, to find strength within to overcome the societal challenges of the Holocaust.   They make a claim as to why it was the most effective.
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