Grade 8: Overcoming Societal Challenges





Lesson Seed: 1
Lesson Seed: Introduction to Unit

How do we find the strength within to overcome challenges that are beyond our control?
Lesson Seed Prototype

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


Note:  The teacher should be sure to preview the content of material before using it with students.  The topic of genocide may be disturbing to some students.

Text(s:  

· A poem dealing with societal challenges such as “Tears of Darfur” by Mahnaz Badihian which can be found at http://www.postpoems.org/authors/sudan/poem/805067  

· Image of 2 Girls of Darfur found at http://images.google.com/imgres?q=darfur+2+girls&start=216&num=10&hl=en&biw=1216&bih=831&tbm=isch&tbnid=Co-ZWdsFKd5gDM:&imgrefurl=http://www.thehypertexts.com/For%2520Darfur%2520Poets%2520Poetry%2520Literature%2520Art%2520Genocide.htm&docid=_43G13yaX9MbEM&imgurl=http://www.thehypertexts.com/images/Darfur%252520Girls.jpg&w=330&h=245&ei=fjIbUIGkMIa90AGf1YCoCw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=352&vpy=497&dur=94&hovh=193&hovw=261&tx=117&ty=79&sig=109612873678258089076&page=9&tbnh=148&tbnw=199&ndsp=27&ved=1t:429,r:12,s:216,i:134 

· A version of the Darfur tragedy is sung by the Pro Arte Singers, conducted by Art Sjogren, performed on October 13, 2007.  Lyrics are on http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ulr9rh5YbOk         
Focus Standards

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text.  Including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.  

RL.8.5 Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on Grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

Additional Standards Addressed in Lesson Seed

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently.
W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
W.8.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
L.8.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

L.8.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (For a finer view of L4, check supporting standards 4a, 4b, 4c, and 4d.)
L.8.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. (For a finer view of L5, check supporting standards 5a, 5b, and 5c.)
L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression

Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities 
· Have students complete Self-analysis Checklist.  Inform them that the information is to guide their own reflection and will not be collected or shared.  Instruct students to save this checklist because they will revisit it later in the unit.
· Introduce the unit theme and Essential Question, Overcoming Societal Challenges:  How does one find strength within to overcome challenges beyond control?
· Ask students to share times in their life when they or someone they know overcame a challenge.  After several students share an experience, state that overcoming challenges is often a topic for themes in literary works. 
· Introduce the idea that sometimes challenges are out of our control.

· Have students brainstorm societal challenges
· Discuss the following societal challenges:

· Holocaust

· Poverty and Homelessness 

· Human Rights and Prejudice

· Injustice 

· Environmental Challenges
· Prior to reading the poem, “Tears of Darfur” by  Mahnaz Badihian, provide students with a brief history/background and location of the poem.  (Darfur is in the western portion of Sudan and is home to six million people. The war in Darfur that lasted from 2003-2010.  It was a major humanitarian crisis, with many considering it a genocide.  The cause of the war was not racial or religious, but over available resources, between the nomadic herders and the agricultural farmers. Besides death from the actual combat, death also occurred from starvation and disease.  Millions of people were forced out of their homes over the border, or into refugee camps.)

· Have students examine “Tears of Darfur” by Mahnaz Badihian.
· Individually, in small groups, or as part of a class discussion, have students use an analytical technique for poetry, such as the AP strategy TPCASTT, in order to identify and trace the development of the theme of a societal challenge.
· As a class or in small groups, have students discuss the impact that the societal challenge would have on an individual in that society, and brainstorm ways individuals could cope with the challenges.

· As a class or in small groups, have students compare and contrast the poem to the image of two girls and analyze the delivery of the message in each text.  Analyze how the differing structure of each contributes to its meaning and style. 

· Have students listen to the rendition of the Darfur genocide by the Pro Arte Singers and analyze how the differing structures of the three mediums contributes to meaning and style
· Tie the lesson closure back into the unit theme, Overcoming Societal Challenges, and into the essential question, How does one find strength within to overcome challenges beyond control?  This could be done through discussion or written personal reflection.  
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