ELA Unit Components

Grade __8___
Length of Unit __8 weeks____ 

Unit Title __Overcoming Societal Challenges________________________

	Unit Overview

	Controlling Idea or Central Topic: Overcoming Societal Challenges

Rationale:  Individuals have been facing and overcoming societal challenges since the beginning of time.  In this unit, students will analyze and examine how confronting, enduring, and overcoming challenges helps one to find strength within. 

Purpose:  Through the exploration of both literature and literary nonfiction, students will provide relevant evidence to evaluate and explain the implications of gaining strength from challenges on both the individual and society. 

Structure:  This eight-week unit integrates standards from all four strands, Reading, Writing, Language, and Speaking/lListening. Students will have the opportunity to work with long and short pieces of literature and literary non-fiction, as well as to write exposition and argument. Literature Circles will be utilized for independent reading to foster collaboration and discussions, and as a precursor to performance tasks. A research project linked to the student’s independent reading is included. Research results are presented in the form of a multi-media presentation. In the unit summative assessment, students synthesize evidence from three or more texts (digital and non-digital) that they have examined throughout the unit and write an argument about the way individuals address societal challenges beyond their control.

	Essential Question 

	How do we find strength within to overcome challenges beyond our control?

	Unit Standards

	  Reading Standards for Literature

· RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
· RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text.  Including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

· RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

· RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.  
· RL.8.5 Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.
· RL.8.6 Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.

· RL.8.7Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or actors.

· RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, frames, and poems, at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

Reading Standards for Informational Text

· RI.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
· RI.8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text.  Including its relationship to 
the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

· RI.8.3 Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).

· RI.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.  

· RI.8.5 Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept. 
· RI.8.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.
· RI.8.7 Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. 
· RI.8.8  Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.
· RI.8.9 Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.

· RI.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
Writing Standards
· W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

· W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

· W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
· W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.

· W.8.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others.

· W.8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
· W.8.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
· W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
· W.8.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening Standards
· SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics of texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. (For a finer view of SL1, check supporting standards 1a, 1b, 1c, and 1d.) 
· SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation. 
· SL.8.3  Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study. 
· SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
· SL.8.5 Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest.

· SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
Language Standards
· L.8.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
· L.8.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  

· L.8.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  

· L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (For a finer view of L.8.4, check supporting standards 4a, 4b, 4c, and 4d.)
· L.8.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. (For a finer view of L.8.5, check supporting standards 5a, 5b, and 5c.)
· L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.



	Summative Assessments

	· Multi-media presentation of research 
· Synthesis of Unit through Writing Argument

	Interdisciplinary connections - literacy

	The study of societal challenges in history presents many opportunities for interdisciplinary connections with history/social studies. 

	Text Models Referenced in the Unit Lessons or Seeds

	*Note:  Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) when selecting texts and/or novels for the unit or lessons. Consider the need for captioned/described video when selecting video or other media for the unit or lessons. For Instructional Materials (AIM), See  www.marylandlearninglinks.org
Holocaust
· Unit Central Works/Short Works

· “Crystal Night,” poem by Lyn Lifshin 

· “For the Dead and the Living,” speech by Elie Wiesel at the 1993 dedication of the US Holocaust Memorial Museum

· “Saving the Children,” poem by Frieda Singer

· “The Little Boy with his Hands Up, ” photograph and poem by Yala Korwin

· “The Power of Light,” short story by Isaac Bashevis Singer

· “Anne Frank Huis,” poem by Andrew Motion

· Anne Frank Remembered…by Miep Gies

· Articles on Sudan and Ruwanda : National Geographic

· “Modernity and the Holocaust,” excerpts by Zygmunt Bauman

· Holocaust: The Events and Their Impact on Real People (2007) – First Person Accounts

· Life is Beautiful (film clips)

· Memories of Anne Frank: Reflections of a Childhood Friend

· Voices of the Holocaust (2006)

· We All Wore Stars: Memories of Anne Frank from Her Classmates by Theo Coster
· The Diary of a Young Girl, by Anne Frank 
· The Diary of Anne Frank (play)
· Other Long Works: Nonfiction
· Four Perfect Pebbles: A Holocaust Story, by Lila Perl and Marion Blumenthal Lazan 
· I Am a Star: Child of the Holocaust, by Inge Auerbacher

· I Have Lived a Thousand Years: Growing Up in the Holocaust, by Livia Bitton-Jackson
· In My Hands: Memories of a Holocaust Rescuer, by Irene Gut Opdyke 
· Maus I: A Survivor’s Tale: My Father Bleeds History, by Art Spiegelman

· Maus II: A Survivor’s Tale: And Here My Troubles Began, by Art Spiegelman

· Night, by Elie Wiesel 
· No Pretty Pictures: A Child of War, by Anita Lobel 
· Rescue: The Story of How Gentiles Saved Jews in the Holocaust, by Milton Meltzer 
· The Cage, by Ruth Minsky Sender 
· The Lost Childhood, by Yehuda Nir 
· The Upstairs Room, by Johanna Reiss 
· Upon the Head of the Goat: A Childhood in Hungary 1939–1944, by Aranka Siegal 
· We Are Witnesses: Five Diaries of Teenagers Who Died in the Holocaust, by Jacob Boas 
· Other Long Works:  Fiction

· After the War, by Carol Matas 

· Along the Tracks, by Tamar Bergman 
· Daniel, Half Human: And the Good Nazi, by David Chotjewitz 
· Daniel’s Story, by Carol Matas 
· Escape to the Forest: Based on a True Story of the Holocaust, by Ruth Yaffe Radin 
· Good Night, Maman, by Norma Fox Mazer 
· Milkweed, by Jerry Spinelli 
· Number the Stars, by Lois Lowry 
· Parallel Journeys, by Ayer, Eleanor H. 

· Run, Boy, Run, by Uri Orlev 
· Shadow of the Wall, by Christa Laird

· Stones in Water, by Donna Jo Napoli 
· Summer of My German Soldier, by Bette Greene 
· The Book Thief (2005)- Markus Zusak

· The Boy in the Striped Pajamas

· The Devil in Vienna, by Doris Orgel 
· The Devil’s Arithmetic, by Jane Yolen 

· The Diary of Pelly D., by L. J. Adlington 
· The Garden, by Carol Matas 
· The Island on Bird Street, by Uri Orlev 
· Torn Thread, by Anne Isaacs 
· Waiting for Anya, by Michael Morpurgo 

Possible Resources for Literature Circles/Research
 (See “Additional Resources” for websites to methods of teaching literature circles)

· Injustice/Oppression
· Long Works:

· Curtis, Christopher Paul – The Watsons Go to Birmingham, historical fiction

· Dau, John – God Grew Tired of Us, memoir

· Ford, Jamie - Hotel at the Corner of Bitter and Sweet, historical fiction
· Hinton, SE—The Outsiders, novel

· Lowry, Lois—The Giver, novel
· Maloney, James—Dougy, novel
· Mochizuki, Ken – Baseball Saved Us, picture book

· Park, Linda Sue – A Long Walk to Water, historical fiction

· Sepetys, Ruta – Between Shades of Grey, historical fiction
· Speare, Elizabeth G.—The Witch of Blackbird Pond, historical fiction

· Tesiero, Donna—The Choosing Time, historical fiction

· Other Media (See sample MPT resources in “Additional Resources”):

· A History of Women’s Achievement in America http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=8A8870AB-CDA2-4C96-9E78-4DCFED1282F9&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
· Anger from Injustice http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=55F4D705-991E-4226-9B48-70E4BDF9D172&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
· Flight from Famine http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=1CEE0628-5B60-4737-B4B0-242EC3C5A7BF&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
· Human Rights and Prejudice

· Long Works:

· Courtenay, Bryce --The Power of One, novel

· Draper, Sharon – Copper Sun, novel

· Flake, Sharon – The Skin I’m In, novel

· Lemmon, Gayle Tzemach – The Dressmaker of Khair Khana, nonfiction
· Houston, Jane Wakatsuki and Houston, James D.—Farewell to Manzanar, nonfiction
· McCormick, Patricia – Sold, novel

· Park, Linda Sue – Project Mulberry, novel

· Taylor, Mildred – Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry, historical fiction

· Taylor, Mildred—Let the Circle Be Unbroken, historical fiction
· Winter, Jeannette – The Librarian of Basra, picture book
· Yep, Lawrence—Dragonwings, historical fiction
· Other Media (See sample MPT resources in “Additional Resources”):

· The Civil Rights Movement: The Role of Youth in the Struggle http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=9C8456B8-4AE0-4755-8786-61EE6D74EF38&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
· Emphasis on Human Rights http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=E8164D1D-C8D1-4C68-9C0A-C04DCA1F806A&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
· All Men are Created Equal http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=92B51121-85B4-4434-8ECA-2B3658287043&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
· Poverty and Homelessness 

· Long Works:

· Boo, Katherine - Beyond the Beautiful Forevers – nonfiction

· Bunting, Eve – Fly Away Home, picture book

· Davis, Sampson – The Pact, nonfiction

· Hesse, Karen – Out of the Dust, novel in verse

· Mulligan, Andy – Trash, historical fiction
· Steinbeck, John—The Pearl
· Voigt, Cynthia—Dicey’s Song
· Other Media (See sample MPT resources in “Additional Resources”):

· Many Living in Poverty http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=12A668C6-1C2B-432E-A14F-6388FB2BE4A5&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
· Homeless in Bombay http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=BF330AA2-D91A-4C1A-9603-128D3BD60F0A&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
· Reservation Life Today http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=C92DD692-719D-42E1-9B54-69C6534DC353&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
· Environmental Challenges

· Long Works:

· Hiassen, Carl – Hoot, novel

· Carson, Rachel – Silent Spring, nonfiction

· Fleischman, Paul – Seedfolks, novel

· Hiassen, Carl – Flush, novel

· Cooney, Caroline B. – Code Orange, novel

· Other Media (See sample MPT resources in “Additional Resources”):   

· Conservation http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=77D90B47-9510-44D0-8CD4-9AA9352CDD54&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=DSCE
· Looking at Conservation Issues  http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=09B301B8-8FA7-4709-B69A-DF030D67B360&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=DSCE
· Alternatives to Fossil Fuels  http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=0D5AA821-F294-4729-9BE0-9B2A84C99485&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=DSCE
· Using Alternative Energy Sources http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=884A8F82-8135-4FD5-A3CF-5F364EA85C6D&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=DSC


	Additional Resources

	*Note:  Consider the need for captioned/described video when selecting video or other media for the unit or lessons. 
Teaching Literature Circles: 

· Literature Circles, Getting Started: ReadWriteThink:  http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/literature-circles-getting-started-19.html 

· Literature Circle Strategies:  http://www.studyguide.org/lit_circles_high_school.htm 

· Literature Circle Strategies Documents:  http://www.studyguide.org/literature_circle_documents.htm 

· Literature Circle Strategies:  Integrating Writing:  http://www.studyguide.org/integrating_writing_strategies.htm 

· Literature Circles Resource Center:  http://litcircles.org/ 

· Literature Circles Build Excitement for Books http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/curr259.shtml 

· Literature Circles:  http://www.webenglishteacher.com/litcircles.html 

Maryland Public Television (MPT) Resources: 
Research

· Dynamic Duo Text Talks: Examining the Content of Internet Sites: http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/dynamic-text-talks-examining-29.html  An Observation and Inquiry Sheet guides students as they analyze and compare their reactions to the value, engagement, and credibility of three websites...
· Research Project Rubric http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson812/Rubric.pdf This rubric, from a ReadWriteThink lesson, helps teachers assess elements of students' research projects including the research itself, group work and a...
Writing
· The Blog of Anne Frank?: Taking on Social Roles through Online Writing  http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/blog-anne-frank-taking-30721.html  Anne Frank shared her experiences through a private diary that became public as a book. In this lesson, students will consider how writing creates social...
· Essay Map  http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/essaymap/ Using this student interactive, from a ReadWriteThink lesson, students map out informational essays by planning an introduction, recording main ideas, adding... 

Differentiation
· Making It Visual for ELL Students: Teaching History Using Maus http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/making-visual-students-teaching-1178.html  Spark the engagement of English-language learners or reluctant readers with the graphic novel Maus. The visual information provided by the genre serves...
Holocaust

· Holocaust Introductory Notes  http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson416/IntroNotes.pdf This student reproducible, from a ReadWriteThink lesson, provides background information about the plight of the Jews throughout history 
· Online Holocaust Inquiry  http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson416/OnlineInquiry.pdf  This student reproducible, from a ReadWriteThink lesson, guides students in an online inquiry into the Holocaust by offering links to Web sites and related...
· Holocaust Read-Aloud Ideas http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson416/Read-AloudBooklist.pdf  This printable teacher sheet, from a ReadWriteThink lesson, presents bibliographic information for and summaries of several Holocaust-related
· Investigating the Holocaust: A Collaborative Inquiry Project  http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/investigating-holocaust-collaborative-inquiry-416.html  In this unit, students explore a variety of resources—texts, images, sounds, photos, and other artifacts—to learn more about the Holocaust. Beginning with journal writings and a picture book to introduce the central issues, the unit focuses on student-centered inquiry. Students explore a range of print and non-print resources through extensive online inquiry activities. Progressing from individual work to a group learning project, the unit culminates in publishing the group’s findings in topic-based newspapers. The lesson includes complete lists of picture books, read-aloud books, reference texts, and online sites and collections that allow teachers to customize the activities to fit the available resources and students’ specific research interests.
· Holocaust Web Sites  http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson416/WebSites.pdf  This printable teacher resource accompanies the ReadWriteThink lesson titled "Investigating the Holocaust: A Collaborative Inquiry Project."
· Holocaust Literature Resources http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson416/LitResources.pdf  This printable teacher resource accompanies the ReadWriteThink lesson titled "Investigating the Holocaust: A Collaborative Inquiry Project." In this resource a list of appropriate resources…
· Holocaust and Resistance  http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/holocaust-and-resistance  In this lesson from EDSITEment, students reflect on the Holocaust from the point of view of those who actively resisted Nazi persecution. After reviewing the…
· United States Holocaust Memorial Museum http://edsitement.neh.gov/websites/united-states-holocaust-memorial-museum and http://www.ushmm.org/ This EDSITEment Blue-Ribbon site, the United States Holocaust Museum, contains archival materials for teaching about the Holocaust, including photographs,...
· Holocaust Book and Movie List  http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson125/booklist.pdf This printable teacher sheet, from a ReadWriteThink lesson, contains a list of movies and books about the Holocaust.
· Father Jacques http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/jacques/ This resource, from the EDSITEment-reviewed United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, focuses on the actions of Father Jacques, a Carmelite friar, who hid several Jewish boys in his school in Avon, France during the Holocaust
· Kristallnacht occurred in 1938.  http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/calendar-activities/kristallnacht-occurred-1938-20338.html To help understand the thinking of German leaders during the Holocaust, students write about a time when they failed to come to the assistance of someone who
Topics for Research/Literature Circles
· Fighting Injustice by Studying Lessons of the Past:  http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/fighting-injustice-studying-lessons-125.html  Social injustice occurs every day all over the world. In this lesson, students research a few historical examples of social injustice.
· Rwanda:  Map of Rwanda from Xpeditions Atlas:  http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/mapping/outline-map/?map=Rwanda  This resource, found in the Xpeditions Atlas, is a printable map of Rwanda. 

· Rwanda:  Africa and the Great Lakes Region:  http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/multimedia/africa-great-lakes-region/  This special collection includes resources from both National Geographic magazine and National Geographic Education . . . 
· Darfur: What's Happening in Darfur?  http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/03/g68/africadarfur.html  In this Xpeditions lesson, students explore the crisis in Sudan. They learn about the conflict between the people of Darfur and the Janjaweed militia, its...
· Oppression:  Battling for Liberty: Tecumseh’s and Patrick Henry’s Language of Resistance http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/battling-liberty-tecumseh-patrick-72.html  Students study Patrick Henry's "Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death" speech and the ways Native Americans also resisted oppression through rhetoric and...
· Oppression: Lesson 2: From Courage to Freedom: Slavery's Dehumanizing Effects http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/courage-freedom-slaverys-dehumanizing-effects  In this lesson, one of a multi-part unit from EDSITEment, students read Frederick Douglass's 1845 slave narrative, "Narrative of the Life of...
· Genocide: The Illusion of Race  http://sciencenetlinks.com/esheets/the-illusion-of-race/  In this lesson, students investigate both genetic and societal consequences of the often-artificial and evolving classifications of humans into different groups. They examine the long-term repercussions of these classifications that have resulted in racism, wars, and genocide.
· Engraving of Hernan Cortes: http://historyexplorer.si.edu/artifacts/resource.asp?id=2369  This engraving shows Hernán Cortés, the Spanish captain who headed the conquest of the Aztec Empire. He became a part of popular mythology the moment he...
· Injustice:  In 1939, Marian Anderson was denied permission to sing at Constitution Hall. http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/calendar-activities/1939-marian-anderson-denied-20471.html  Students view Eleanor Roosevelt's resignation letter to the DAR in response to Andersen being denied permission to sing. Students write a letter to a newspaper...
· August Wilson: The Power of Theater  http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/multimedia/VideoStories/power-of-theater/august-wilson.aspx  August Wilson's work accurately portrays the black experience in America-addressing themes of struggle (violence, economic injustices, unemployment, poverty...
· A More Perfect Union: Japanese-Americans and the U.S. Constitution - Overview http://americanhistory.si.edu/perfectunion/non-flash/overview.html  This printable version of "A More Perfect Union," an online exhibition from the Smithsonian's National Museum of American History, provides a...
· Japanese American Exclusion Orders During World War II  http://americanhistory.si.edu/perfectunion/resources/activity2.html When Japanese Americans were ordered to move to internment camps during World War II, they were forced to sell most of their possessions and take only what...
· Breaking Barriers, Building Bridges: Critical Discussion of Social Issues http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/breaking-barriers-building-bridges-86.html  Through a series of picture book read-alouds, students engage in critical discussion of complex issues of race, class, and ...
· Western Indian Wars http://americanhistory.si.edu/militaryhistory/printable/section.asp?id=6  In the decades following the Civil War, the U.S. Army fought dozens of engagements with Indians in the West. This section of "The Price of Freedom”…

· Changing Gender Roles on the World War II Home Front  http://americanhistory.si.edu/militaryhistory/resources/Lesson10.pdf  Kick-off a research project on gender roles on the World War II home front with two brief video clips and a selection of primary sources. Once students have...
· Strategic Reading and Writing: Summarizing Antislavery Biographies http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/strategic-reading-writing-summarizing-1017.html  Antislavery heroes are the focus of this lesson. Students research a historical figure who played a key role in the abolition of slavery, and then create a...
· Separate Is Not Equal: Brown v. Board of Education Lesson Plan Unit 5: A Landmark in American Justice  http://americanhistory.si.edu/Brown/resources/five.html  In this classroom activity from the Smithsonian's National Museum of American History, students will examine both the integrationist and segregationist...

· Separate Is Not Equal: Brown v. Board of Education Exhibition-Section 5: The Decision http://americanhistory.si.edu/Brown/history/5-decision/decision.html  In this online exhibition from the Smithsonian's National Museum of American History, students will learn about the lawyers who argued for and against...
Anne Frank

· Wonder of the Day: Are All Diaries Secret? An excerpt from Voices Unbound: The Story of The Freedom Writers featuring Anne Frank.. video clip…http://wonderopolis.org/wonder/are-all-diaries-secret/ Dear Diary, you won’t believe the secrets we share in today’s Wonder of the Day!
· Anne Frank Center USA  http://www.annefrank.com/  This resource, the homepage of the Anne Frank Center USA, features links to biographical information on Anne Frank, information about the work of the Anne Frank Center, and information for teachers. There are also links to the Anne Frank Centers in Amsterdam, Berlin, and London. This resource is referenced in the ReadWriteThink lesson titled "Dynamic Duo Text Talks: Examining the Content of Internet Sites."
· Anne Frank: One of Hundreds of Thousands http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/anne-frank-one-hundreds-thousands This lesson, one of a multi-part unit from EDSITEment, invites students to connect Anne Frank's "The Diary of a Young Girl" to the historical...
· Writing for Audience: The Revision Process in The Diary of Anne Frank http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/writing-audience-revision-process-30656.html After reading or viewing The Diary of Anne Frank, students will make connections between audience and purpose and revise a journal entry with an outside...
· Anne Frank Museum   http://edsitement.neh.gov/websites/anne-frank-house  and  http://www.annefrank.org/  The Anne Frank House in the center of Amsterdam was the hiding place where Anne Frank wrote her famous diary during World War Two. Excellent Holocaust and...
· Anne Frank received her famous diary in 1942. http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/calendar-activities/anne-frank-received-famous-20545.html  Students learn about eyewitness reports through a lesson that is grade-level appropriate. Then, groups use primary source documents and research an event using...
· The Others in the Annex – http://www.thinkport.org/Tools/ContentViewer/ContentPreview.aspx?ContentID=34466851-cc66-424f-98bb-ac2c94265aa5  and  http://www.thinkport.org/Tools/ContentViewer/ContentPreview.aspx?ContentID=34466851-cc66-424f-98bb-ac2c94265aa5&stv=1  In your reading of the Diary of Anne Frank, have you ever wondered what some of the other characters in the Annex thought about their experiences there? In this activity, students will discuss Anne Frank's Diary, her writing style, and reactions to ...
Resources for Writing Argument 
· So You Think You Can Argue  http://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-1-so-you-think-you-can-argue
Prepare students for persuasive writing by introducing them to the concept of making an argument. Students discover there’s a difference between “arguing” and...

· No Rambling Allowed  http://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-4-no-rambling-allowed
Students begin to organize their arguments and evidence both for and against the rule banning band t-shirts. Students learn the necessity of clear...

· Yeah, But…http://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-5-yeah
Students meet “Yabbut Rabbit” and learn how to flesh out the support for their arguments by developing counterargument. Using the technique they learn in this...

· Argument, Persuasion, or Propaganda? http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson829/Argument-Propaganda.pdf  This printable chart, from a ReadWriteThink lesson, provides information about the goals, general techniques and methods used in argument, persuasion and...
· Copyright Law: From Digital Reprints to Downloads (Useful resource for Research Project)  http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/copyright-from-digital-reprints-1067.html
Students investigate how and why copyright law has changed over time, and apply this information to recent copyright issues, creating persuasive arguments...

· The Argument Clinic  http://www.unco.edu/philosophy/clinic.html
This resource, provided by the University of Northern Colorado, contains an online "clinic" for testing one's philosophical arguments. An argument or piece of reasoning is examined by the staff, and then a review is sent to the author. One can also view previous submissions to this clinic, as well as read an explanation of the argument evaluation process. This site is referenced in the EDSITEment lesson "Argument in an Athenian Jail: Socrates and the Law." 
· Persuasion Map http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/persuasion_map/
In this student interactive, used in several ReadWriteThink lessons, students map out their argument for a persuasive essay or debate. The activity leads students through the steps of identifying a goal or thesis, writing three main reasons for their position and stating three facts or examples for each reason. When students finish this activity, the persuasion map can be printed out.
· What Courts Do: James Bond in a Honda http://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/what-courts-do-james-bond-honda
Students learn the function of courts by examining evidence from a real case in which the producers of James Bond films sued Honda for creating an ad that...

· A Case for Reading - Examining Challenged and Banned Books  http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/case-reading-examining-challenged-410.html
Students examine books, selected from the American Library Association Challenged/Banned Books list, and write persuasive pieces expressing their views about...

· The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy: Fallacies  http://www.iep.utm.edu/fallacy/
This resource, from the Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy, offers a list of fallacies, accompanied by explanations and examples. This resource is referenced in the ReadWriteThink lesson titled "Identifying and Understanding the Fallacies Used in Advertising." 
· Analyzing Famous Speeches as Arguments http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/analyzing-famous-speeches-arguments-30526.html
Students are often asked to perform speeches, but rarely do we require students to analyze speeches as carefully as we study works of literature. In this unit, students are required to identify the rhetorical strategies in a famous speech and the specific purpose for each chosen device. They will write an essay about its effectiveness and why it is still famous after all these years. 


