Grade 7: The Choices We Make




                                     Lesson Seed: 27
Lesson Seed Prototype

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


Text: individual student-composed final drafts of the expository essay assignment
Focus Standards 
SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.7.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
SL.7.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Additional Standards Addressed in Lesson Seed
W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

L.7.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

L.7.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  

L.7.6.  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities
· Engage students in a World Café discussion to share information about the individual selected as the focus for their expository essays and revisit the unit’s essential questions: 
· What affects the choices we make? 
· How are similar influences evident in our own lives? 
· What can we learn from the choices others have made? 
· The following website provides additional information about how to structure café discussions: http://www.facing.org/resources/strategies/caf%C3%A9-conversations.
· Engage students in a timed reflective writing to think about the following: 
· Encourage students to review artifacts from the unit and consider the teaching strategies utilized for specific concepts. Have students determine which strategies worked best to generate new understanding and why. 
· Students should make connections between the unit’s essential questions and concepts and consider how these apply in a “real-world” context.
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